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EDITORIAL 


OUR TENTH ANNIVERSARY 


years ago, January, 1946, the first number the Benedictine 
Review appeared. was inaugurated for twofold purpose: first, 
preserve the traditions Mount St. Scholastica Convent, Col- 
lege, and Academy, maintain record the activities the Bene- 
dictine Sisters the Atchison community, and present topics 
general and special interest the community; second, make 
known others the aims, ideals, and spirit Benedictine monastic life. 


The Review has not only fulfilled these original purposes, but has widened its scope. 
Under the competent and zealous editorship Sister Imogene Baker (from 1946 
1948) and Sister Teresa Ann Doyle (from 1949 the present time), its pages have 
been filled with valuable and interesting material pertaining the Benedictine heritage. 
There have been articles the life and work great Benedictine saints and scholars, 
including St. Bernard, St. Gregory, Venerable Bede, Dom Augustine Baker, and Car- 
dinal Gasquet; descriptions famous monasteries Monte Cassino, Solesmes, Maria 
Laach, Beuron, Ligugé, Downside, Fort Augustus, Montserrat; stories Benedictine 
missionary labors Palestine, the Philippines, South America, Western China, and 
Mexico; discussions Benedictine culture (art, architecture, music) and Benedic- 
tine polity; and finally, studies the various aspects Benedictine prayer. Many 
articles different phases education and the teaching profession have appeared, 
some written members the community, some other eminent persons the 

There has been wealth material topics special interest the Sisters 
Mount St. Scholastica: biographies their four prioresses (Mothers Evangelista, Teresa, 
Aloysia, and Lucy), and other members who were pioneers leaders community 
development; brief detailed accounts special occurrences, such the Consecration 
Virgins, celebration the Marian Year, meetings the Benedictine Academy, the 
opening new missions; articles full local color the one the stained glass win- 
dows the chapel, and the one about the trees the campus, for instance. 

every issue there has been relating important events that have 
taken place the community, and obituary notice members who have died. 
section entitled Other Benedictine Sisters” covers items interest sent 
Benedictine communities throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, and even 
some foreign countries. Finally, book review section, developed under the able direc- 
tion Sister Jane Frances McAtee, includes each issue the reviews dozen 
more current religious professional books. 

The Benedictine Review thus seems fulfilling definite purpose and satisfy- 
ing real need. Many friends the institution, priests and nuns well laymen, 
write tell that they derive intellectual stimulation and spiritual profit from its 
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perusal, and Benedictines other communities well our own say that they 
look forward eagerly its publication January and July. hope, therefore, that 
may continue instrument through which God’s Word spread and which 
the wisdom and peace St. Benedict may reach ever increasing number people. 
1946, Archbishop Schulte, then Bishop Leavenworth, wrote the editor: 
periodical dealing with the fourteen hundred year old Benedictine tradition, bringing 
before the world the Benedictine spirit exemplified the lives many the saints 
this great Order has produced, something which the world much need to- 
day and sure will produce untold good.” 


Sister Keeler, 


WHO AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Very Rev. Ildefons Windmann, O.S.B., Ph.D. (“Family Concept Benedictine 
prior St. Stephen’s Priory, Augsburg, Bavaria. Father Walker, O.S.B., 
translator the article, monk St. Meinrad’s Archabbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana, 
and present chaplain Immaculate Conception Convent, Ferdinand, Indiana. 


Very Rev. Msgr. Alexander Harvey, S.T.L. Role Women Catholic 


Action”) pastor Immaculate Conception, “the Old Cathedral” Church, Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. 


C.S.J., Ph.D. (“Integral Formation Sister Training’’) 
mistress novices the St. Paul Province the Sisters St. Joseph Carondelet, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Prior the novitiate appointment, Sister was professor Eng- 
lish St. Catherine’s College, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


Rev. Maurus Ohligslager, O.S.B., A.M. (“Silence the Portal monk St. 
Meinrad’s Archabbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana, engaged pastoral duty St. Bene- 
dict’s Church, Evansville, Indiana. frequent contributor the Grai/, Father Maurus 
the author several pamphlets prayer and monastic life. 


Rev. Maurus Freemyer, A.M. (“Dom Prosper Guéranger, Monk and 
professed monk Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri, and teaches history 
the abbey and seminary. 


Benedict’s College, Atchison, Kansas, and teaches social science the Mount St. 
Scholastica Academy, Atchison, Kansas. 


Rev. Augustine Cornides, O.S.B. (Liturgies the Religious Orders) member 
the department theology St. Maur’s Seminary, South Union, Kentucky. 


Rev. John Gruber, O.S.B., B.S.L.S. (Giving God) vice-principal, librarian, and 
teacher English Maur Hill High School, Atchison, Kansas. 


All other contributors are members the community Mount St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kansas. 
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Family Concept Benedictine 


Translated Rev. William 


words Benedict and Benedictines 
suggest many persons the idea 
not entirely correct. St. Benedict built 
monastery and wrote Rule, but did 
not establish religious Order. Even the 
complex religious communities today 
which bear his name are more than 
loose confederation and way cor- 
respond what usually understood 
Order. While Benedictines may use 
the word Order reference their own 
special form religious life, they prefer 
speak St. Benedict their Father 
rather than their Founder. 

often find the Benedictines listed 
among other religious families, such 
Franciscans, Capuchins, Augustinians, 
Dominicans, Jesuits, etc. Are the dit- 
ferences these groups any greater than 
those which exist between the various 
parishes Although each parish 
has its own history and its own develop- 
ment buildings and installations, the 
parishes are alike, more less, their 
scope and activity. 

the variety religious Orders mere- 
matter history, dress, and other 
externals, something deeper, caus- 
ing them stand out sharply contrast 
with one another? some extent the 
differences are profound. Whether this 
beyond the question. From the popular 
point view the contrast appears great- 
The substance this article was presented 
the Schaezlerpalais, Augsburg, Bavaria, March 


21, 1947, observance the fourteenth cen- 
tenary the death St. Benedict. 


est the case the Franciscans and the 
Jesuits. The mere mention either 
name evokes mental image which may 
may not correspond fact. 

Does the Benedictine have certain 
characteristics? Does fit into dis- 
tinct mould? investigating this ques- 
tion, the astonishing fact emerges that 
Benedictine monasticism its historical 
development expresses itself variety 
ways. Contrasts are met with 
every turn. Take, for instance, the 
Divine Worship and the place where 
performed. For St. Benedict the 
place was simple oratory, intended pri- 
marily for the monks. the cen- 
turies these places worship have be- 
come immense edifices, their doors open 
the world, the goal thousands pil- 
grims, for instance, Einsiedeln. the 
matter Church architecture and decora- 
tions great variety manifests itself— 
from Cistercian simplicity, characterized 
its absence gold, silver, paintings, 
and even tower, the elaborate church- 
Cluny the Middle Ages and the 
massive modern baroque structures 
southern Germany. 

The personnel and the work monastic 
communities have also differed through- 
out the centuries. the time St. 
Benedict the community consisted main- 
lay persons. During the Middle 
Ages priests formed the greater part 
the Benedictine monastic community. 
Rough work field and forest was the 
practice Citeaux, whereas Cluny, 
the time not devoted the direct worship 
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God was spent silent activity the 
cell. Benedictines have been employed 
the care souls, missionary activity, 
the education the young, and 
study and research. Wide variations 
prayer and activity mark the Benedictine 
life the past. times that life has 
been plain and simple outlook, charac- 
terized contemplation and closed 
the outside. Again, has been more 
less elaborate, and given action. 

History records that movements often 
lose their primitive aims and develop 
way contrary their original direction. 
studying Benedictine life and ideals 
would not wise the primitive 
form least one that has truly 
developed from it, and ignore every- 
thing else deformation false de- 
velopment? The matter not simple 
this. There exists even amid the 
marked opposition too much feeling 
unity. must, therefore, make 
room our consideration Benedictine 
life for elements the widest variety. 
While there are evidences decay and 
extreme developments which can 
longer rated Benedictine, our field 
still broad one. Within this sphere 
there are several common characteristics 
which appear now clearly, again less dis- 
tinctly, but which give the impression 
something that could called Benedic- 
tine. 

Among these characteristics are the fol- 
lowing: high esteem for the liturgy 
yet conservative manner; certain nobili- 
and refinement, joined with modera- 
tion and reserve; breadth vision, sym- 
bolized the abbey’s buildings and sur- 
rounding acres; stability the sense 
being rooted the soil and having per- 
manent location particular region. 
Joined these characteristics ap- 
preciation history and joy the things 
handed down from former generations. 
Another element often associated with 
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the Benedictine spirit unobtrusive in- 
dustry and unassuming toil. Linked with 
these traits humanism based 
understanding human nature and 
esteem things naturally beautiful and 
good and making them conducive the 
service God. Love peace, which 
manifests itself holding aloof from the 
vicissitudes history and from the stains 
human passion, has always been 
Benedictine trait. ‘This spirit peace 
extends ecclesiastical matters where 
the Benedictine generally shows marked 
preference for mediation and reconcilia- 
tion rather than for controversy. 
These traits are among the most ob- 
vious, yet the Benedictine spirit some- 
thing far deeper. Without obliterating 
the varied forms and activities Bene- 
dictine life, perhaps possible arrive 
some underlying principle which unifies 
these heterogeneous elements that prin- 
ciple derived from the Benedictine con- 
cept the family. contrast all 
other Orders the Benedictine monastic 
community essentially family. 


The Monastic Community Family 


Indeed every religious Order reveres 
its founder and expects its superior 
father. But the structure Benedic- 
tine monasticism provides natural set- 
ting for the realization this ideal. Thus 
mere accident that the old name 
“Abbot” “Father” has survived 
among Benedictines while other religious 
groups have yielded more business- 
like and technical form address. 

The family the most natural manifes- 
tation human society. Since, there- 
fore, Benedictine life has strong family 
character, may well said that it, 
more than any other religious community, 
remains closest nature. Benedictine 
life, however, goes beyond nature. 
should strongly emphasized that re- 
ligious Order not thing nature. 
not taken with bringing this pre- 
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sent earthly life its highest develop- 
ment, nor its purpose foster culture, 
art, and science. Rather its direct aim 
free man from the natural that 
might develop new life God. Its 
one purpose help the individual 
become Christian. The religious life 
not ornamental appendix Christi- 
anity but rather one way, along with 
others, putting into practice. 
far then one Benedictine and 
the will the flesh, but God.” The 
family character Benedictine life is, 
therefore, setting which the Christian 
life expands, yet not the highest and 
final goal its development. fact the 
religious life founded that word 
the Lord: “He who loves father and 
mother more than not worthy 
Me” (Matt. 10: 37). 

But find this new life the new 
creature, that natural forms recur 
higher level; belongs indeed the same 
God. Moreover, advantage for 
the healthy growth this new life that 
keeps certain naturalness. The young 
man who comes the monastery leaves 
father, mother, brothers, and sister, not 
merely the sense that going 
found new homestead, but for much 
deeper reason and much dearer price. 
doing so, however, finds new 
family. And the more this new family 
realized such, not only faith but 
also every-day experiences, much the 
more will this new life gain strength 
and from desired ideal become beauti- 
ful visible fact. this family charac- 
ter and human element Benedictine 
life which holds together unity the 
various traits the Order listed earlier 
this paper. 

Let further consider this family 
nature, and see how bound with 
the other characteristics which emanate 
from Benedictine life. Benedictine 
abbot elected for life. term 


couple years would suitable for 
official but not for father. Office and 
personality blend together him. One 
elected office temporarily likely 
have, more less, attitude re- 
serve towards his subjects; one who 
superior only for relatively short time 
can scarcely, even with the best will, 
attain real fatherliness. 

has thirty, fifty, perhaps hundred 
monks and brothers under his care, there 
might two hundred large monas- 
tery. any case, that many can 
know, and they are not scattered through- 
out the land. Whereas superior who 
has thousands subjects under his direc- 
tion obliged depend upon lists 
names rather than upon living acquaint- 
ance with his subjects. 


Implications Benedictine Stability 


St. Benedict speaks tender father 
who occasion, true, must severe. 
But there difference religious 
community whether matters are deter- 
mined utilitarian outlook the 
natural feeling father. one case 
the utilitarian view may predominate, 
while the other instance fatherly 
solicitude would necessarily the guide. 
measure the Benedictine ideal, 
well that the Jesuit, requires 
that the individual consecrate himself 
obedience the common good. But 
because human frailty this does not 
happen, the result may bitter con- 
test between tenderness and severity. 

Benedictine has stability: family 
belongs house, garden, and possible, 
some acres field and woodland. This 
house his home which shelters and pro- 
tects him, the place where likes 
best all and which becomes his little 
world, where can carry his work 
quiet and seclusion. 

Every family has its traditions and its 
history. Ancestral portraits grace the 
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living room, whereas records father and 
grandfather are stored away. Ina Bene- 
dictine monastery, likewise, the pictures 
the former abbots hang corridors 
the chapter room. The archives re- 
veal how the monastic family acted and 
decided its problems days prosperi- 
dictine regard for history and tradition 
extends itself the concerns Church 
and State, home and fatherland all 
which have their influence upon the 
monastery and constitute the background 
the monks’ little world. 

Property, also, belongs family living. 
Just father should pray for his fami- 
ly: “Give neither beggary nor riches. 
Give only the necessities 
(Prov. 30: 8); should the abbot pray, 
since superfluous wealth well want 
might temptation his children. 
family could reduced poverty, 
and this might well bring out its nobility, 
Benedictine monastery pinched 
poverty, might that poverty, through 
the mutual love father and children, 
rise new heights. 


Poverty and Moderate Prosperity 
Are Not Incompatible Ideas 


The Benedictine well aware that 
fide fully the heavenly Father who 
feeds the birds and clothes the lilies. 
knows, too, that the poverty the Fran- 
ciscan approaches the nearest the ideal 
Christ. But when there question 
his community, consisting does 
weak men, needing care the growth 
their Christian life, his opinion 
similar that Christians general, 
who realize that moderately ordered 
temporal prosperity provides the free soil 
wherein monks can develop unhindered 
the flowers grace. The Benedictine 
regards possessions without anxiety. 
does not think necessary limit them 
strictly what needs order 
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exist. considers the possibility im- 
proving conditions. His buildings be- 
come larger, more roomy 
father provides for his children not 
only the necessities life but also for 
conveniences which has been de- 
prived, likewise does the abbot for his 
family. There danger this practice, 
from which real evils have come the 
past. The accumulation superfluous 
possessions and the splendor some 
periods have been detrimental monastic 
life. should not like see such con- 
ditions repeated. certain develop- 
ment, however, keeping with new 
developments the community and with 
higher standards civilized country, 
does not seem contrary the Benedic- 
tine ideal monasticism. 

The Benedictine idea poverty, ac- 
companied natural desire for moder- 
ate prosperity, holds also regard the 
liturgical life the monastic family. 
When necessity demands, the abbey 
church may small and poor. Divine 
services Benedictine community are 
primarily for the community, the ex- 
pression its claustral life; only seconda- 
rily for outsiders. And certainly 
not contrary the Benedictine way 
life if, reaction external formalism, 
there return simplicity the 
church edifice and divine worship. 
This actually what happened, although 
rather harsh manner, among the 
Cistercians. Yet the Benedictine not 
Puritan. Normally there natural 
development, virtue which archi- 
tecture, art, music and ceremonial grow 
splendor and size. Still growth occurs 
along conservative and traditional chan- 
nels. 

The Benedictine life its attachment 
the soil, its outlook regard tradi- 
tion and property, well its sense 
proportion and its making allowance 
for simple joys, has much common with 
rural communities. large plantation 
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includes within its limits the workers and 
servants, who, sense make the 
family circle. like manner Benedic- 
tine monastery may gather its family 
circle, general way, those connected 
with either temporally spiritually. 
The abbey’s friends and spiritual associ- 
ates then make the abbey church their 
own. case parishes schools are 
taken over, people and students also share 
somewhat this family character. 

The natural family structure Bene- 
dictine life, rooted the life 
the race, the source that “Human- 
which characteristic the Bene- 
dictine Order. The Benedictine has 
esteem for humanity. From the Chris- 
tian viewpoint knows that everything 
human uncertain and nothing 
contrast with the absolute majesty 
God. But also aware that this 
Divine Majesty has graced humanity and 
has lowered Himself. Humanity 
has been given glory, high and wonder- 
ful, even relative. The Benedictine 
thrilled all times, knowing that what- 
ever good and beautiful human 
nature God’s gift. understands 
God’s natural gifts special way, since 
his form life closely akin what 
natural and human. Preserving 
open mind, yet remaining close nature 
and the soil, the Benedictine loves 
peace; prefers build and pre- 
serve rather than destroy. 

The abbot envisioned St. Bene- 
dict, accommodates himself variety 
characters entrusted him. This dis- 
position the abbot should find its liv- 
ing reflection the members his com- 
munity: their attitude toward outsiders 
fatherly goodness. There indeed 
battle waged every one his 
inner soul. this sense the very 
first words the Rule speak battle. 
Even exterior conflict occasionally may 
required. Among the Benedictines, 


however, militant characters are not lack- 
ing; belongs the father be, neces- 
sary, the defense the children. But 
peace the fundamental and normal atti- 
tude. The Benedictine idea not fel- 
lowship war but life. 

Such tranquillity mind should pro- 
duce certain dignity and nobility, de- 
void all haughtiness. Benedic- 
tine loves his form life; takes pride 
without, however, denying that 
has its drawbacks and limitations. Since 
the existence the individual Benedic- 
tine bound with the locality and 
limited family ties, can with diffi- 
culty extend his influence afar suc- 
ceed with great undertakings. Bene- 
dictine link with the past whose tradi- 
tions cherishes and hands others. 
this respect resembles the nobility 
and the gentry, even running into the 
danger remaining smugly attached 
the good things old, oblivious the 
new. Big organizations are not his 
specialty, and the task moving forces 
rapidly from one point another does 
not come easy for him. stands 
reason that institution which can 
change its leadership every few years 
suit the needs the times and can shift 
its forces from one house another 
much better able make the best pos- 
sible use its resources. far effici- 
ency concerned such institutions seem 
geared for the best. 


The Benedictine Organizational 
Structure Has Its Limitations 


The Benedictine ready admit that 
other systems are better adapted and 
more efficient for many undertakings, but 
believes that his method life, primi- 
tive and clumsy though may be, comes 
into its own the long run. able 
bear with these disadvantages and 
tries supplement them chance ex- 
pedients, rather than sacrificing the 

(Continued page forty-seven) 
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The Role Women Catholic 


cry comes from Seir, ‘How goes the night, watchman? How goes the 
‘Morning its way,’ says he, ‘and with morning, night’.” (Isaias 21:12) 


the night 1956 there watch- 

man and Catholics are not the on- 
ones who listen his call. His voice 
growing weaker and weaker physically; 
but every word his public and private 
utterance attended all over the globe. 
Marvellous also that man his 
age should able, even with the most 
capable assistance, meeting many 
people each week and addressing many 
gatherings. The Holy Father seemed 
the fall 1954, one who saw him then, 
not able live till the new year 
1955; yet today still alive and 
still remarkably active. Whether 
the Sala Paolina over the portico St. 
Peter’s, one the many audience- 
chambers the Vatican, the throne- 
room courtyard Castel Gandolfo, 
Pius XII still receiving audience 
many individuals and many groups and 
giving addresses many assemblies. 

happened that the calendar 
year 1955 the Holy Father had occasion 
address several groups Catholic 
women and, reading these speeches over 
one cannot help but feel that here our 
watchman the twentieth century ad- 
dressing the Catholic women our day 
and, were, giving the baccalaureate 
sermon our Catholic women graduates. 
what shall have say you today, 
dear graduates, based these 
This was the Baccalaureate sermon for the 
graduating class Mount St. Scholastica Col- 


lege, delivered Sunday May 27, 1956, the 
St. Scholastica Chapel. 
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utterances the Holy Father himself. 

His special addresses during 1955 
Catholic womanhood were order 
time: address the Canadian Women’s 
Press Club, July message the 
Pax Romana Congress, meeting Not- 
tingham, England, July 30; address 
pilgrims Rome who were all mem- 
bers the Jeunesse Independante Catho- 
lique Feminine Belgium July 26; 
and finally, address the Fifth Inter- 
national Conference Catholic Girl 
Scout Leaders, August 26. All 
these were delivered personally the 
Pontiff with the exception the message 
the twenty-third Pax Romana Con- 
gress meeting England. 


The Pax Romana secretariate which 
links various Catholic student federations 
throughout the world, not exclusively 
women students. This Congress was at- 
tended seven hundred graduates and 
undergraduates nearly fifty nations 
and planned study particularly the 
problems that face the young graduate 
the moment when she leaving school 
begin her professional career. The 
Holy Father says, are the difficul- 
ties inseparable from this period transi- 
tion.” then indicates the problem 
the school how prepare the student 
for the life that will hers the world 
outside the school. There problem, 
too, the part society how re- 
ceive and not disappoint the legitimate 
expectation and aspirations each rising 
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generation. But besides the problems 
institutional order, which the Pope 
seemed feel might given undue 
prominence, there are the moral problems 
the graduate herself. not the 
quest for solutions institutional or- 
der,” said the Pontiff, “lead the forget- 
fulness the magnitude the moral 
problems that beset the conscience the 
young graduate leaving his college.” 
she has first the difficulty making 
livelihood, first-hand experience with 
social problems hitherto only something 
books, all-absorbing professional re- 
sponsibilities, perhaps the anxiety 
waiting for position. Moreover the 
student yesterday will looking for- 
ward the founding home and 
the family responsibilities tomorrow. 
What, during these often decisive years, 
will become her personal faith and 


piety? 
Catholic Action Movements Play 
Decisive Roles Modern Life 


“In the confusion which the student 
may then have face, child the 
Church, far from closing herself 
attitude self-sufficiency and indepen- 
dence, common this age, will rather 
seek acommunity where brotherly love 
and religious fervor prevail, the spiritual 
support that she needs fight against 
the temptations her new environment 
and give proper scope her youthful 
energies. This where Catholic Action 
movements have decisive part play. 
With their help and with that vigorous 
parish life holy Church, ever mother- 
like, welcomes those young people who 
are eager make proper use the talents 
that they have, anxious contribute 
the welfare their brethren through the 
medium good works and willing 
shoulder their full family and professional 
responsibilities. The Church her wis- 
dom will help them render real service 
their community, and her ministry will 


open them the inexhaustible fountains 
grace. the love that she has for 
those who hunger for God, she urges her 
children generously join the ranks 
the apostolate where they will find 
overflowing abundance, through devotion 
others, the antidote selfishness and 
the solution many their problems.” 

But the apostolate with its un- 
selfish and outgoing activity the an- 
swer many the problems the 
young graduate, what would some 
the activities the apostolate? One 
type the apostolate was discussed 
the Pope his address July the 
members the Canadian Women’s Press 
Club visiting Rome. What said 
their professional activity can applied 
mutatis mutandis other fields the 
professional activity Catholic women. 

The Holy Father began praising the 
consistently high moral tone which their 
profession had maintained their coun- 
try. noted the all but indispensable 
service that books, magazines, and news- 
papers render today family, Church, 
and state alike. 

“Only let the press,” said, kept 
alert the sense human solidarity 
joy and pain, and free moral taint 
its source that the mind and heart 
author, reporter, and editor and you 
need not hesitate call spiritual 
service, the substance providential 
career vocation ranged proudly 
with the teacher’s art arts.” 

But this important mission the 
press womanhood can add special power 
from the acute sensitivity woman. 
Men must acknowledge, feels, the pow- 
woman’s intuition discern the 
difference between honest interpretation 
the news and the subtly printed lie 
cruel insinuation. other words, 
very important field human life today 
the Pontiff accentuates the potentiality 
the contribution women that part 
professional life. 
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Yet besides this application his ideas 
the powers Catholic women pro- 
fessional work the Holy Father also dur- 
ing 1955 took occasion speak the 
great vocation Christian motherhood. 
The year 1955 marked the twenty-fifth 
anniversary the Jeunesse Independante 
Catholique Feminine Belgium and 
number the directors and members 
the organization came Rome where 
they were granted special audience with 
the Pope. The society, branch Cath- 
olic Action, brings together one or- 
ganization young women from every social 
has local branches all the key 
areas Belgium. 


Woman Determines the Spiritual 
Level the Family. 


The Holy Father began his address 
with these words: with predilection, 
you know, that the Church looks upon 
those her children who, taking serious 
interest the responsibilities their 
Christian life, enter the ranks Catholic 
Action means giving expression 
tion reanimate within your sphere 
influence the fervor the Christian 
spirit. You may, indeed, sure that 
particularly sensitive sector the field 
operations Catholic influence has 
been entrusted your care. woman 
acts principally and through the family, 
which the mother cell the social 
organism. Her apostolate will first 
carried out among the members her 
own family, but will subsequently 
extended embrace the moral and spirit- 
ual elevation other less favored house- 
holds. For this reason you should feel 
the urgent necessity forging within 
yourselves Christian personality.” 

The Pope continued speak the in- 
numerable influences which are play 
upon each person the world today, 
how these influences through radio, press 
and television reach into the home. “At 
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any moment,” said, “the Christian 
mother should prepared single out 
from the innumerable influences which 
come into her home and vie for the atten- 
tion the members her family, those 
which respect Christian values and are 
sympathetic them; and she should also 
know how anticipate, ward off, 
counter-balance the others the fer- 
vor inner life, revealed spontaneous- 
her words, actions, and general man- 
ner behaviour.” 

The work woman the home, which 
the Pontiff calls extremely delicate 
task, that upon which the spiritual level 
the family does, the final analysis, 
depend. And for this the Catholic 
woman graduate will need the help 
God. 

Besides, however, showing his interest 
and concern for the problems that beset 
the young graduate she steps from 
Catholic college university into the 
world, and besides expressing his convic- 
tion the great value the contribution 
women various professional fields; 
and besides reiterating his opinion the 
value the apostolate the Christian 
mother, during this same year 1955, 
the Holy Father expressed group 
Catholic Girl Scout leaders his ideas 
the foundation, the permanent and last- 
ing foundation life and happiness for 
all women. August these leaders, 
representing twelve countries including 
the United States were received audi- 
ence the Pope his summer residence, 
Castel Gandolfo. The group seventy 
leaders greeted the Pontiff with the song, 
Christus Vincit entered the Swiss 
Hall address them. 

spoke them sole ultimate 
end men Christian sanctity.” Then 
added: “Christ has defined himself 
way, truth and life. ‘Without the way, 
one does not advance; without the truth, 
one does not know; without life, one does 
not The Saviour offers himself 


all, 
sen 
sac 
tio 


all, but has neither two truths pre- 
sent nor two ways follow, nor has 
two lives offer choice. not 
have the Gospels our Saviour’s state- 
ment the essential condition for 
achieving the new life? Choose it, 
tells us, even the price the bitterest 
sacrifices, before earthly goods, before 
personal comforts, before human affec- 
tions even when they are legitimate.” 

But all this sacrifice made following 
Christ performed that personalities may 
bloom, that aptitudes may developed. 
“Does not this imply contradiction? 
question taking away, sacrificing 
without any compensation. But the 
same time imposes difficult renunci- 
ation, Christ, you know, transforms the 
soul the Christian; helps him look 
deep into the mysteries His work, in- 
vites him collaborate and gives 
him that end, constant increase 
You work unceasingly under 
the leadership the Divine Guide and 
Saviour; you will wish draw your 
inspiration from His examples above all. 
lovable Jesus met the 
Scriptures will found you more in- 
timately the Eucharist, the vital center 
your action.” 


other words, whatever sphere the 
Catholic woman graduate may find her- 
self, whether professional work, the 
home, the leadership youth, the on- 
possible basis for her labors and her 
success will that Christian sanctity 
which Christ the soul. There will 
many vocations which God will call 
the graduates Mount St. Scholastica 
this year. many ways, every 
way, they can bring special contribu- 
tion their work, first, because they are 
women, and second, because they are 
Catholic women. But every case their 
life and their work will successful 
proportion they are near Christ. 

From these ideas Pius XII not 
derive fundamentally optimistic view- 
point the future these young Cath- 
olic graduates today? course, they 
will have their difficulties, personally and 
members the Church. the words 
the prophet, there will ‘night’. 
But there will also light, the light that 
proper the morning these young 
lives. 

And may paraphrase the ancient 
words the prophet and say, “How goes 
the night, Watchman? How goes the 
night?” “Night its way,” says he, 
“but after night the light.” 


Leaders Catholic Action 


Speaking Catholic Action Saint 
Pius says: “To restore all things 
Christ the apostolate good works, 
need divine grace, and the apostle 
will only receive united Christ. 
Not until have formed Christ within 
ourselves will find easy give Him 
families and societies. And, there- 
fore, all those who take part the aposto- 
late must develop solid piety.” 
prayer that wins from God the strength 
for apostolate that souls cannot resist; 
prayer that makes the true apostle 


suitable instrument God’s hands. 
The beautiful words, have seen God 
man,” uttered lawyer returning 
from visit the Curé Ars, show that 
people are more deeply impressed what 
the apostle than what does. 


Prayer and action are both necessary 
for fruitful apostolate. the words 
Father Mateo, the great apostle the 
Sacred Heart, apostle chalice 
full the brim with the life Jesus, and 
his overflow pours itself out upon 
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Concepts Spirituality Medieval 


Religious Classics 


Sister Teresa Ann O.S.B. 


ECENT scholarly interest medie- 

val religious works for women and 
revaluation the concept baroque 
and the extension the term include 
not only the visual arts but types 
music, literature, and philosophy have in- 
spired the present study. Cham- 
bers his classic essay, The Continuity 
English Prose from Alfred More and 
His School, attention the linguistic 
importance early didactic works for 
women and suggests their religious and 
social significance. The present-day ten- 
dency toward correlation the arts and 
the historical-philosophical approach 
ward the evolution idea” partially 
explain the current interest the baroque. 
the result the investigation 
critics like Emile Male, Geoffrey Scott, 
and Watkin, “the baroque” loses 
its nineteenth-century decadent connota- 
tion and emerges distinct art style, 
inspired the flaming, passionate, Coun- 
ter-Reformation spirit. This spirit found 
its most ardent exponents the paint- 
ings Rubens, Murillo, and Greco; 
the sculpture Bernini; the music 
Palestrina; the poetry Marino and 
Crashaw. 

While number contemporary writ- 
ers, such Morris Croll, Roy Daniels, 
Wolfgang Stechow, and Helmut Hunger- 
land have discussed phases the baroque 
seventeenth-century literature, one 
the most significant studies that 
René Wellek. his monograph, “The 
Parallelism between Literature and the 
Arts,” which appeared the English In- 
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stitute Annual (1941), justified, 
least indirectly, the transfer literature 
terms and values once applicable only 
the plastic arts. Austin Warren and 
Helmut Hatzfeld seem grant the validi- 
extending the baroque concept 
include types spirituality. Warren 
his work, Richard Crashaw: Study 
Baroque Sensitivity calls attention the 
baroque elements the Exercises St. 
Ignatius; Hatzfeld his article “El pre- 
dominio del espiritu Espanol litera- 
ture Europea del siglo sees the 
Spanish mystics, St. Teresa and St. John 
the Cross, characteristics which might 
called baroque. not only 
analyzes the concept the baroque and 
applies literature but establishes 
contrast between classical and baroque 
art. The present study further at- 
tempt apply the newer concept 
spirituality, continue the 
method and approach outlined Wel- 
lek, Warren, Hatzfeld, and justify the 
implications Watkin, expressed 
Catholic Art and Culture, that the spirit 
the baroque old Christianity 
itself. More specifically, the study ob- 
serves the development baroque spiritu- 
ality England and notes how it, 
some respects, differs from the monastic 
ideal and practice. 

Rules, letters counsel, and other me- 
dieval treatises for women represent not 
only epitome spiritual aspiration 
and achievement but are mirror reflect- 
ing major religious trends. 
works may traced the and the 


tic 


spirituality marking the gradual 
change from the classical, monastic type, 
through the mystical concept love, 
the emotional appeal and concentration 
upon the personality Christ and His 
Sacred Humanity, which might called 
baroque. 

Classical monastic spirituality, 
the author uses the phrase, that St. 
Benedict set forth his Rule. While 
extant work testifies the saint’s adapta- 
tion his Rule for nuns, tradition asso- 
ciates his name and Rule with that his 
twin sister Scholastica. Ethelwold’s trans- 
lation the Rule St. Benedict from 
Latin into Anglo-Saxon, presumably for 
women, part the tenth-century re- 
surgence religious life, one the 
earliest didactic works for women men- 
tioned Chambers. 


Elements Classical Spirituality 


Classical medieval spirituality moves 
plane tranquil and gradual ascent 
God rather than surging spiral 
movement. draws its efficacy, inspira- 
tion, and support from the liturgy, the 
ordinary channel grace. The Rule 
way presumes legislate for the in- 
dividual with but for 
the earnest soul that “desireth life and 
loveth see good days.” 

Classical medieval spirituality 
less concerned with light, sweetness, and 
song, less concerned with states prayer 
than with prayer itself, which brings the 
soul into contact with Light and Love. 
Classical spirituality waits not for song 
flood the soul but sends God 
incessantly, through its 
ciple work and prayer, perpetual 
hymn praise. establishes the 
outset the proper relations between God 
and man, Creator and creature, without 
excluding, however, that intimate per- 
sonal contact which the mystics speak. 
Classical outlook, content, and ex- 
pression, the Rule tends towards uni- 


fication and simplification which are 
harmony with the means and goal re- 
ligious life. Dispersion effort and dis- 
tractions are reduced minimum and 
the acquiring virtue itself fuses with 
concentrated endeavor “truly seek 
God.” 

Baroque spirituality difficult de- 
fine. The word “baroque,” like the word 
“romantic,” eludes exact definition. Ac- 
cording The Oxford English Dictionary 
the word derived from the 
Spanish signifying rough 
imperfect pearl. Originally jeweler’s 
term, the word was extended use and 
came denote the the “gro- 
the Strangely enough 
all the quotations illustrating the use 
the word which appear the Oxford 
English Dictionary are drawn from nine- 
teenth-century writers. Shipley his 
Dictionary World Literature states that 
the word “baroque” “controversial 
origin.” Since the precise origin “the 
uncertain, the gradual evolu- 
tion the baroque concept may ob- 
served considering “the baroque,” 
Stechow and Hungerland suggest, his- 
torically, stylistically, and abstractly. 
correlating specimens the baroque 
architecture, sculpture, painting, and 
poetry with the abstract notion the 
term, possible elucidate “the 
baroque.” Its spirit and characteristics 
might then applied certain elements 
spirituality. 

Historically the baroque designates 
period European art, extending from 
1580-1750. closely associated with 
the Renaissance and the Counter-Re- 
formation. respects the baroque 
represents the Catholic answer the 
Renaissance taste for display, elaboration, 
and the spectacular; other respects, 
marks the burning, passionate, purpose- 
ful outburst thought and feeling arising 
from the deepening and extension Cath- 
olic life, motivated the Council 
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Trent. This zealous spirit drew within 
the Church all the arts and impressed 
upon them her own tremendous energy. 
Hence arises the catholicity baroque 
art, which reveals, Preserved Smith re- 
marks, the conscious effort not only “‘to 
enhance the effect each architec- 
ture, sculpture, and painting, but tends 
toward harmonious and grandiose 
combination them all.” 

Typical baroque architecture the 
Gesu church Rome. Imposing 
the exterior the church, the in- 
terior which triumph tectonics. 
The mighty rounded roof, high broad 
nave, ample apse, majestic rows gigan- 
tic pillars give the impression infinite 
space. The arches, the spirals, the brok- 
surfaces receding and projecting 
parts hold out the illusion movement 
and intensify the striving get beyond 
entablatures and balustrades. Masses 
richly colored marble and profusion 
gold ornament partially condition the eye 
for the brilliant splendor the gilded 
ceiling, where angels displaying golden 
suns move profusion. Yet the 
midst this riot color and movement, 
harmony reigns among the various arts. 
skillfully has the whole structure been 
planned that each beam light falls upon 
some bronze statue richly ornamented 
altarpiece. The tremendous source all 
the light streams from the Jesuit mono- 
gram; the whole composition and design 
proclaim the “Triumph the name 
Jesus.” 

Bernini’s ““The Transverberation St. 
Rubens’ “Descent the Cross,” 
and Murillo’s “Immaculate Conception” 
might cited further expressions 
the baroque sculpture and painting. 
Ina striking way, baroque characteristics 
are compositely exhibited painting. 
the ideas massiveness, expansive- 
ness, movement, realism, and feeling ma- 
nifest architecture and sculpture, the 
painter adds light, color, and depth. The 
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combination dynamic action, ethereal 
atmosphere, and ecstatic bliss, with 
realistic detail, intended intensify some 
physical mark emotion, give baroque 
art that “spirit effect, pervad- 
ing feature the baroque style. This 
commingling spirit and sense explains, 
some measure least, the tension 
often found baroque art and its two- 
fold aspect; the passionate, demonstra- 
tive ardor, and the quiet, gentle response. 

Crashaw all English poets the best 
representative the inner and outer form 
baroque devotional poetry, inspired 
“the flaming passion and mystical fervor 
the Counter-Reformation Catholicism.” 
His works, too, bring the reader into con- 
tact with religious literature the con- 
tinent and focus attention upon St. Tere- 
and St. John the Cross, recognized 
exponents baroque spirituality. the 
poetry Crashaw, Signor Praz points 
out, manifest the passionate ardor and 
rich coloring Rubens, the and 
the “‘sweet inebriating Muril- 
lo. The poet’s themes are “weapons,” 
and his images, 
“blood,” and blood 
and the wounds,” however, Watkin re- 
marks, attest “love and the weapons, 
wielded vanquished love.” The most 
Rubenesque all his poems “The 
Hymn the Name above Every Name, 
the Name Jesus.” Representative 
his Murillo-like poems the “In the 
Glorious Assumption our Blessed 
Lady.” 

the Spanish mystics the baroque im- 
pulse, aspiration, and achievement are, 
far possible this world, fulfilled. 
The impetuous striving get beyond the 
boundaries sense and thought order 
“to behold and know and feel God” and 
converse heart heart with Him, the 
source and fountain life, the mystic’s 
quest and goal, the consummation and 
fulfillment the baroque striving. 

Love speaks with impelling force and 
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passionate ardor St. John the Cross. 
His poetic prayers scintillate with sparks 
glowing love and are the same time 
filled with sweetness, tenderness, and ex- 
hibit daring intimacy with the great 
Lover souls. preaches doctrine 
renunciation that may free from 
every impediment which would hinder 
his approach the fountain Being, 
where, like St. Teresa, can drink “large 
draughts intellectual day” and sup the 
Love.” His whole 
being, Sencourt observes, steeped 
tides color and glory.” This why 
the writings the Spanish mystics ex- 
hibit such wealth sumptuous prose, 
jeweled poetry, brocaded with symbol 
and imagery. 


Traits Baroque Spirituality 


The Spiritual Exercises St. Ignatius 
are also expression baroque spiritu- 
ality. systematic way, the saint 
calls into play all the powers man 
the contemplation and worship God. 
While places exceptionally strong 
emphasis upon the will, does not neg- 
lect the senses, imagination, and intellect. 
Writers have frequently called attention 
St. Ignatius’ authorization for the 
“application the the mys- 
teries faith. Throughout the Exercises 
consistent effort made localize and 
visualize scene from the life Christ 
His Blessed Mother. Yet the mind 
the saint this activity the part the 
senses, memory, and imagination only 
incitemenc the deeper and more pro- 
found movement intellect and will. 
For the essence prayer always the 
same, the elevation the mind and heart 
God. 

word, baroque spirituality dyna- 
mic, demonstrative, impassioned. Cen- 
tering upon the personality Christ, 
makes use the senses and imagination 
present intimate, realistic details relat- 
ing His life. All which are calculat- 


stimulate the senses, arouse the 
feelings, stir the heart, and move the will 
action. Since its object, the Sacred 
Humanity Christ, both human and 
divine, baroque spirituality Christo- 
centric and, properly directed, ultimate- 
leads union with God. few points 
comparison and contrast might further 
elucidate differences between classical and 
baroque spirituality they are under- 
stood the present study: 


Similar aim, identical end and 
goal, the two types differ outlook, 
approach, and method. 


Both types aim more complete 
realization the supernatural purpose 
human existence, glorify God and 
come into contact with Him. 


While baroque spirituality inclines to- 
wards vehement, demonstrative 
search for God the depths one’s 
being, and delights analyzing vari- 
ous states prayer, classical spirit- 
uality proposes seek God prayer 
and not troubled categorical dis- 
tinctions. 


Classical spirituality built, is, 
into the framework community life 
and corporate worship, exhibits more 
clearly defined profile than the baroque, 
Baroque spirituality exhibits times 
and ascetical practices; searches 
for guide and mode life; its con- 
stant striving for extraordinary means 
often causes neglect the ordinary 
channels grace. 


Classical spirituality looks upon God 
mighty King deserving homage; 
heaven and earth are all part His 
vast court. Christ, the Savior, 
the same time the great High Priest. 
Coupled with these ideas grandeur 
and splendor the conviction that all 
men are sons God and heirs 
heaven. The concept God 
Father permeates medieval classical 
spirituality. The baroque type 
spirituality, while not disregarding 
these ideas, emphasizes the powerful 
reality that Christ the Spouse the 
soul and wants our love. 
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Classical spirituality content 
view the mysteries Christ they 
present themselves the liturgical 
cycle. this way builds con- 
sistent, well-balanced picture Christ 
and His teaching. The emphasis, 
however, classical spirituality 
ever the underlying meaning the 
mystery presented and its relation 
the individual soul. The baroque 
type spirituality, the other hand, 
tends emphasize only certain parts 
the life Christ, especially His 
passion and death. 

Selecting certain phases the life 
Christ, the baroque spirit has ten- 
dency insist upon the physical de- 
tails the subject. Sometimes the 
details are, comparatively speaking, 
trivial and result sensationalism. 
Instead centered picture, baroque 
spirituality, like baroque painting, 
stresses corner the picture. 

The earliest these didactic works for 
women England Aldhelm’s Laudi- 
bus Virginitatibus, addressed the nuns 
Barking. Although point style 
far removed from the classic clarity 
St. Benedict, the content the work 
keeping with the classical Benedic- 
tine type spirituality. Christ the 
Apocalypse, concept popular the 
early days Christianity, was made 
slightly more realistic the monastic 
ideal consecrated virginity the 
service the Lamb without Spot. Under 
the influence the monastic concept and 
plan St. Benedict establishing 
“School Divine Service,” the picture 
the Lamb, surrounded the four liv- 
ing creatures and the four and twenty 
ancients, faded into the background and 
Christ, the King Majesty, came forth, 
receiving the adoration virginal souls, 
who their submission follow the Lamb 
whithersoever goeth. 

This idea dominant Aldhelm’s 
work. his doctrine humili- 
and purity heart, his emphasis upon 
the prayer praise, and the harmony 
establishes between “ora” and 
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component elements the divine service. 
Closely associated with the monastic con- 
cept Christ King the deep realiza- 
tion His role Priest and Mediator. 
The Benedictine emphasis upon the Opus 
Dei gave early spirituality liturgical, 
sacramental character. Certain prescrip- 
tions the Regularis Concordia the 
tenth century indicate that dramatic, 
emotional, pictorial elements gradually 
effaced the simple liturgical life and wor- 
ship recommended St. Benedict. 
These embellishments service fore- 
shadow certain elements baroque 
spirituality. 

Protesting against the pomp and splen- 
dor external liturgical worship prac- 
tice Cluny, St. Bernard Clairvaux 
introduced into religious life greater sim- 
plicity and personal affective note. 
Through imagery and language, ap- 
pealed the heart and feelings men 
depicting intimate and touching de- 
tails the life Christ. With Ailred 
Rievaulx, English disciple St. 
Bernard, emerges 
While recommending his sister the 
Vita Eremitica the Divine Office the 
center religious life, Ailred calls atten- 
tion the “roseate humanity Christ” 
and the His Passion, 
both which, Praz and other critics 
point out, are congenial the baroque 
spirit. Ailred fond presenting Christ 
not only the role Father and Savior 
but the Divine Lover. baroque 
tendresse and sweetness, Ailred adds note 
joy, almost exultation drinking 
the “blood-red wine love,” flowing 
from the wounds the Savior. While 
exhibiting joy and sweetness treating 
the humanity Christ, Ailred never 
loses sight His divinity which man 
shares through the sacramental life the 
Church. Ina word, Ailred combines the 
intellectual, symbolic characteristics 
classical monastic spirituality with the 

(Continued page forty-one) 
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St. Lucy’s Priory: Our California Daughterhouse 


Sister Mary Hore O.S.B. 


the foothills the San Gabriel range 
the outskirts Glendora, Cali- 
fornia, the Benedictine ideal blossoms 
anew nearly sixty daughters Mount 
St. Scholastica, Atchison, Kansas, direct 
their lives work and prayer found- 
ing anew community. This foundation, 
St. Lucy’s Priory, was envisaged the 
late Mother Lucy Dooley, prioress 
Mount St. Scholastica, early 1943 
when she sent six Sisters teach San 
Ysidro Academy San Ysidro, California, 
near the Mexico border. 

Within few years the Benedictine 
Sisters Atchison were staffing three 
more schools the San Diego diocese, 
namely, Sacred Heart Coronado, 
which was opened 1947, St. Rose 
Lima Chula Vista (1948), and St. 
Mary National City (1948). The 
dream California foundation be- 
came reality August, 1952, when 
Mother Alfred Schroll, prioress Mount 
St. Scholastica, appointed Sister Augusta 
Parle superior and sent more Sisters 
Glendora convert the lovely Italian 
style home, “Mall Villa,” into what 
now St. Lucy’s Priory. Since then the 
Sisters have carried their apostolate into 
five schools the archdiocese Los An- 
geles St. Frances Rome Azusa 
(1952), St. John Baptist Baldwin Park 
(1952), Sacred Heart Covina (1953), 
St. Christopher West Covina (1955), 
and Our Lady the Assumption 
Claremont (1955). 

Ever since the purchase the Mall 
home 1952, the Sisters have worked 
zealously convert into mother- 
house. One spot particular unique 


its thorough transformation. Visitors 
returning the former “Mall Villa” are 
reminded the zeal and ingenuity 
the early Christians which changed pagan 
temples into sanctuaries the one true 
God, when they discover that the broad 
stairway ground floor leads longer 
beautiful and spacious ballroom but 
lovely chapel, monastic all its 
appointments. The Mall’s exquisitely 
carved and inlaid mahogany billiard 
table has become the altar for the 
Eucharistic sacrifice. Ingeniously many 
the accessories the billiard room are 
being utilized properties the chapel. 
From the cue holder stand beams the 
sanctuary light. While the two-tone 
cues grace the altar candlesticks, the 
billiard balls, inserted for decorative pur- 
poses, lend distinction the hand carved 
candelabra. Even the abacus, formerly 
used tabulate games, serves rack 
hold the velum during Benediction. 
Adjoining the chapel the former bar 
room which has been remodeled into 
ideal sacristy. the window, where 
formerly refreshments were dispensed, 
the Infant Prague from His shrine 
bestows blessings. 

the chapel the heart St. Lucy’s, 
too the priory itself, true Benedic- 
tine tradition, the center the monas- 
tic life all the Sisters the California 
community. three groups 
commute daily from St. Lucy’s their 
respective schools since parish convents 
have not yet been built. This arrange- 
ment makes possible for the Sisters 
chant the Divine Office choir and 
live the monastic life more fully. Further- 
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more all the Sisters often gather there 
celebrate corporately the great feasts, 
and especially while singing High 
Mass Vespers that they experience 
renewal the family spirit and in- 
creased awareness Mother Lucy’s 
guiding spirit providing motherhouse 
within ready access all the Sisters be- 
longing the priory. 

Rich opportunities for intellectual de- 
velopment are afforded the colleges 
and universities southern California. 
The majority the Sisters doing gradu- 
ate work commute Immaculate 
College, while others reside 
during summer sessions Loyola Uni- 
versity and Mount St. Mary’s College, 
Los Angeles, and San Francisco Col- 
lege for Women 
Through the generosity His Excellency, 
the Most Reverend Charles Buddy, 
S.T.D., bishop San Diego, the Sisters 
working his diocese receive their higher 
education the San Diego College for 
Women. 

The chronicle St. Lucy’s zestful be- 
ginnings glows with the achievements 
the last thirteen years, but perhaps the 
records the past year, 1955, are most 
brilliant. Certainly they clearly indicate 
the foundation’s great strides toward 
maturity. 

was the Feast the Epiphany, 1955, 
which ushered this year rich the 
gifts grace. that day thirty-five 
Sisters the California foundation were 
privileged share the sacred rite 
the ancient liturgy, the solemn Conse- 
cration Virgins. His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Timothy Manning, D.D., 
J.C.D., auxiliary bishop the archdiocese 
Los Angeles, presided the ceremony 
Our Lady Assumption Church, 
Claremont. The Rev. 
lyn St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, 
directed the chant which the entire 
community participated. This solemn 
consecration proved occasion 
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unique spiritual gladness, not only for 
the brides who were publicly accepted 
the Church spouses Christ, but also 
for the witnessing clergy, Sisters, and 
laity. The Right Reverend Abbot Cuth- 
bert McDonald, O.S.B., St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, Mother Alfred Schroll, and Sister 
Dolorosa Hoffmans, all from Atchison, 
and the Right Reverend Monsignor Leo 
Ruggle, pastor St. Joseph’s Cathe- 
dral, St. Joseph, Missouri, were among 
those present. Many priests, both the 
archdiocese Los Angeles and the diocese 
San Diego, either participated 
attended the functions. 

Just sharing the great monastic 
rite consecration strengthened the 
fraternal bond, the formation St. 
Lucy’s guild July, 1955, furthered 
practical interests the priory. Acting 
auxiliary, this organization has 
its chief objective assist St. Lucy’s 
financially. Comprised friends and 
benefactors, principally 
served the Benedictines, the guild has 
membership more than four hundred 
women. Periodic social functions spon- 
sored the guild not only benefit St. 
Lucy’s but also create friendliness among 
the members themselves which unites 
them spiritual way. 

St. Lucy’s annals disclose that each 
August, through the generosity Mother 
Alfred Schroll, new laborers have found 
their way the vineyard the West. 
The August 1955, however, bore 
slight variation the pattern, for while 
additional recruits migrated westward, 
another smaller group, three zealous 
young women, traveled eastward 
Mount St. Scholastica novitiate quest 
new life hidden God. After com- 
pleting their novitiate training, these first 
fruits the California vineyard will re- 
turn their native state, where, mem- 
bers St. Lucy’s community, they will 
labor region truly white for the 
harvest. 
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generous sharing their liturgical 
heritage through teaching the chant and 
encouraging participation the Missa 
Recitata has marked the labors the 
Sisters since their arrival the west 
coast. However special opportunity 
foster knowledge and love the liturgy 
came October, 1955, when the Right 
Reverend Monsignor Patrick Dignan, 
superintendent schools the arch- 
diocese Los Angeles, requested that the 
Benedictines sponsor liturgy workshop 
for the teachers the San Gabriel valley. 
This institute, held St. John the Bap- 
tist parish, Baldwin Park, opened with 
dialogue Mass which students active- 
participated. Among the other inter- 
esting features were demonstrations 
teaching the chant, discussions the 
church year and appropriate liturgical 
practices, and displays visual aids and 
pertinent literature. summarizing the 
day’s activities Monsignor Dignan ex- 
pressed desire that this institute serve 
precedent forthcoming years. 

With program expansion view, 
the new community purchased January, 
1956, four and half additional acres ad- 
jacent St. Lucy’s Priory, bringing the 
total area the convent grounds ap- 
proximately twelve and one half acres. 
The newly-acquired site includes eight 
room Spanish style stucco home, double 
garage, and caretaker’s lodge. The 
home will temporary novitiate, St. 
Gertrude’s, while the lodge being re- 
modeled for the chaplain’s quarters. 
Surrounding the buildings are palms, 
deodora pines, rare coral tree, and 
huge oak which said California’s 
oldest. the east considerable acreage 
offers potential site for girls’ academy. 

The response benefactors the chal- 
lenge renovating the newly-purchased 
buildings and property has been gratify- 
ing. Saturdays and odd hours 
parishioners and other friends freely 
volunteer their services such tasks 


carpentry, laying tile, doing electric wir- 
ing, grading, and landscaping. These 
charitable deeds will remembered not 
only the minds the Sisters and 
the written chronicle that they faithfully 
keep, but also the general public who 
will look upon the beauty the grounds 
and buildings monument generous 
hearts. 

The development St. Lucy’s Priory 
another significant step Benedictine 
history, for just fourteen hundred 
years ago St. Benedict sent founders 
twelve monasteries, Mount St. Scho- 
lastica establishing her second daugh- 
terhouse. the General Chapter the 
Congregation St. Scholastica its 
June meeting votes the erection the 
new priory and the Holy See approves 
the decision, St. Lucy’s will inde- 
pendent community with its own novi- 
tiate. 

During the years pioneering the 
Sisters naturally have encountered 
culties and felt the sacrifice separation 
from their beloved home, Mount St. 
Scholastica. the other hand, theirs has 
also been joyful experience accepting 
the challenge extending St. Benedict’s 
spirit farther west. Among the group 
who began this great spiritual venture 
San Ysidro 1943 were Sister Rose An- 
gela Farrell, who has just completed her 
thirteenth year nurturing these monastic 
beginnings, and Sister Regis Sielman, who, 
after respite the Atchison area, re- 
turned resume her labors winning 
California Christ. 

Ostensibly, only the foundation this 
Benedictine project laid, while the 
tremendous task building, both materi- 
ally and spiritually, that groundwork 
its inception. How many blueprints 
are drawn up, how many structures 
are erected, even how greatly the Order 
augments itself, only relative im- 
portance. For God’s infinite plan the 
workings this infant community are 
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subservient the great building program 
which Himself directs establishing 
His heavenly kingdom. Abbot Vonier 
states, “Mankind here earth mere- 
the quarry from which are taken 
materials for the city the living God. 
When the city completed, any further 
prolongation mankind’s existence here 
earth will lose its meaning.” (Abbot 


Anscar Vonier, Collected Works, Vol. 
essential theme life then 
St. Lucy’s Priory one joy the 
thought what each Christian soul 
whom contacts meant be, master- 
piece fitting itself perfectly for the heaven- 


kingdom through constantly seeking 
God. 


Integral Formation Sister 


Sister 


the outset must realize the im- 
portance the careful development 

the intellect. suppose that there 
conflict here between the intellectual 
and total spiritual development the in- 
dividual fail realize just what man 
and the greatness the powers be- 
stowed upon him. That dangers are 
met along the way cannot denied; 
sadly enough all have the effects 
original sin wherein tend excess 
defect from any given mean. But the 
mistress who keeps before herself and 
her charges the basic virtues humility, 
reverence, and prudence should able 
meet this problem and with the 
grace God vanquish the devil his 
own ground. course, will seek 
tempt, both obviously and subtly, those 
who seck grow totally God’s service. 
But that reason for retiring from 
field which essential for God’s service. 
These are the days when the im- 
plications false philosophy are tremen- 
dously far-reaching. Our young Sisters 
have grown atmosphere which 
basically materialistic. almost in- 
evitable that they should have, uncon- 
sciously, imbibed something its casual- 


This paper was given regional meeting 
the Sister Formation Conference, held Munde- 
lein College, Chicago, Jan. 27-28. 
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ness, its equalitarianism, even its indif- 
ference. There only one way fight 
false philosophy and that with 
truth, the whole truth which establishes 
right hierarchy order; which sees man 
created the image and like- 
ness God, and likest God those 
powers the soul, intellect and will; the 
whole truth which sees the world and its 
needs is; which, other words, 
faces reality, the truth things they 
are, and does something about it. 

May return for moment 
earlier statement: mentioned the virtues 
humility, reverence, and prudence. 
Not only must the mistress have pro- 
found realization their importance, but 
she must, consciously and unconsciously, 
impart that realization those under her. 
She must help the young Sisters, who are 
probationers novices, understand in- 
tellectually and realize spiritually that 
unity all things which meant todraw 
them God. Now “formation” and 
are two quite different 
ready answer does not necessarily imply 
the which the grace 
God and the individual’s cooperation 


Cf. Sertillanges, O.P., The Intellectual 
Life, Newman: Westminster, Maryland, 1947, 
pp. 111 ff. 
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with it, seeks achieve. 
“an integral formation” postulates, 
think, clear and concise realization 
the part the mistress what that in- 
volves, and means that she shall impart 
well. She must help the Sisters 
see the greatness God’s gifts; the pow- 
ers intellect that has bestowed; 
what responsibility results from those 
gifts, since whom much given, 
him much shall expected. She must 
help the Sisters develop genuine 
reverence for those intellectual gifts— 
not deny that God has given them; 
that would not humility; but the 
Sisters must recognize and cherish these 
gifts, develop them real and carefully 
directed study; and learn say with Our 
Blessed Lady that who mighty 
has done great things and holy 
His name.” This reverence means the 
re-establishment proper hierarchy 
order (in itself answer the excesses 
the day); recognition the domina- 
tion the intellect this age which tends 
toward the sensual strongly. This 
reverence will seen touch all parts 
that unity life which have 
spoken already. means reverence 
self, for others, for things, for right order, 
for work, for recreation, for prayer, for 
the holy, for the divine. This could not 
exist, course, without humility that 
reed which, you recall your Dante, ever 
grew back matter how often was 
plucked; there end the humility 
acquired. But humility and fear 
are not synonymous. neglect the 
sound development the intellect with 
all its possibilities the score 
person might become proud the pro- 
distort the truth what are and 
who gave the gifts; they exist for His 
greater honor and glory and they should 
developed their highest capacity. 
You may that Father Leen writes 


the Likeness Christ: “All good comes 
from God, all evil has its source the 
instability the created will. realize 
affinity between truth and humility, 
between pride and ignorance. Progress 
real intelligence always progress 
fact, think can truly 
stated that the more one truly studies 
and prays, the more conscious of: 
the one hand, what does not know 
and understand; and the other hand, 
what and not. 

person must develop totally and, 
with God’s grace, this possible. The 
intellectual virtues (wisdom, understand- 
ing, science, art, and prudence) must 
grow and blossom along with the moral 
virtues which aim the good, just 
the intellect aims the true. the 
same time, the social and physical graces 
must flourish that the complete Cath- 
olic gentlewoman, the Sister called especi- 
ally Christ His spouse, may re- 
sult. Now, this not small task and 
involves great discipline 
discipline effect it. But essential 
novitiate preparation the young 
Sister ready carry on, maturely, 
her further formation the juniorate 
and mission life. 

doubt, you are all familiar with 
You may recall what says his pre- 
face (and what more keeping with 
the whole life Sister): you want 
intellectual work? Begin cre- 
ating within you zone silence, habit 
recollection, will renunciation and 
detachment, which puts you entirely 
the disposal the How much 
discipline involved such sentence! 
There not much opportunity here for 
pride, for self-indulgence, for excess any 
kind! Rather those essential virtues— 


Edward Leen, The Likeness Christ, Sheed 
and Ward: London, 1936, pp. 190-191. 
Sertillanges, op. cit. 
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humility, reverence, and prudence are 
necessitated. And how perfectly con- 
formed this recommendation the 
whole spiritual life which formed 
the unity the person. All you 
came religion because you loved; you 
loved the God your heart; over the 
years you have come know Him bet- 
ter the one hand, intellectually; 
the other, solely through His grace. The 
result course: deeper love which be- 
gets deeper knowledge which turn 
begets deeper love, and on. The 
kind progression and activity mag- 
nificently suggested Dante’s Paradiso, 
and which proper man man. 
You came religion because you loved; 
your aim was sanctity: union with God 
through charity, the greatest the vir- 
tues. And you embraced the means 
laid down your Rule achieve this: 
that important silence, first seen probably 
just external thing until your growth 
grace taught you further things about 
it; that silence fostered recollection, 
recollection fed prayer and solid spirit- 
ual reading; renunciations various 
kinds, detachment from persons and 
things loosened the chains which bound 
you straitly, and you became freer and 
freer for the things the spirit, for the 
things God. mention this try 
show that there opposition between 
solid intellectual development and solid 
spirituality. are piece and are 
meant God be. The disciplines 
and mortifications demanded for the one 
are the disciplines and mortification. 
needed the other; growth one should 
postulate similar growth the others 
That this not always the case surely 
cannot denied; the sad reality the 
effects original sin ever present. But 
should not so, granted the grace 
God. The tremendous intellectual and 
spiritual giants the past centuries are 
proof what should be. Perhaps our 
own age needs this re-assertion the 
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dignity the intellectual order re- 
establish that harmony and order. 

Does all this seem far afield from the 
problem integral formation seen 
the novice mistress? hope not; for this, 
think, should follow from it. 


Primary Aim Integral Formation 


The aim integral formation pro- 
duce woman prayer, the saint that 
God wishes the Sister be. has 
given each Sister gifts special her; 
she exists direct act His love; 
has bestowed upon her vocation which 
Divine Providence meant effect 
her sanctity and that others. She 
comes religion eager embrace all the 
disciplines needed achieve her union 
with God through love. accept her 
and take stock the potential that 
there within her for restoring all things 
Christ. First, see her highest 
faculties intellect and will, those spirit- 
ual faculties which make her likest God; 
see her physical and social needs which 
must developed for her complete 
womanliness; present her with the 
Rule and customs life sanctified 
hundreds thousands our forebears. 
realize the primacy the training 
the will that right choices will made 
regardless personal cost; must, how- 
ever, pay very great attention the intellect 
which propose the good the 
must developed every way, 
every field: theological, philosophical, 
the arts, letters, and science; not all 
this the novitiate, but the basic 
disciplines good study, solid material 
and attitude toward truth must estab- 
lished there. This way should 
offer problem the manual work un- 
dertaken all religious. Again, the vir- 
tue reverence comes the fore. Work 
dignified thing, whether manual 
intellectual; and the care and self-disci- 
pline that into preparing logic lesson, 
should the same care and discipline 


that into scrubbing the bathroom. 
deepening awareness the implications 
the Mystical Body Christ prevents 
any lack appreciation for parts 
that Body; and hence, the work that 
accomplished the fingers, hands, 
feet any other part that Body 
all essential work, held reverence 
and treated with appreciation all. 
The differently gifted are all manifesta- 
tions God’s infinite loveableness, each 
developed the greatest perfection 
possible. The social and physical areas 
are not overlooked either, our 
community life these are tremendously 
important. 


Development Fosters Spiritual Growth 


And all this contributes the growth 
woman prayer. spiritual life 
was meant be, sure, simple 
thing direct approach God, where- 
all man complete person— 
grows nature and grace. we, 
our weakness and sin, who introduce the 
complications who departmentalize what 
was meant unity; who see opposi- 
tion and conflict where none was meant 
be. Perhaps could see with 
freshness vision that which 
the unity all things: intellectual, 


= 


domestic, social, and moral: the reality 
Being is, things they are, 
then all aspects our problem integral 
formation would fall into proper perspec- 
tive. With the virtues prudence, 
humility, reverence aid us, surely 
with the grace God, their sanctity— 
the sanctity our charges and ours 
must achieved. goes without say- 
ing that help form women prayer, 
must ourselves very deeply women 
prayer; cannot give what not 
have. But God will give all that requi- 
site ask fervently and try earnestly. 
May conclude with another thought 
from Sertillanges: 

“Jesus Christ needs our minds for His 
work, earth needed His own 
human mind. has gone but con- 
tinue Him; have that measureless 
honor. are His ‘members’; therefore 
have share His spirit, are therefore 
His co-operators. acts outwardly 
through and inwardly through the 
inspirations His spirit, His life- 
time acted outwardly His voice, 
inwardly His grace. Our work being 
necessary part that action, let 
work Jesus meditated drew 
the life-springs the Father pour 
them out the 


Ibid., pp. 19-20. 


The School and the Future 


The future hidden from inscrutable mist. 


But you have the future 


within your control, because your hands are fashioned those who shall dominate 


and mold future generations. 


These generations that say, the children to- 


day will succeed forming and mastering new society for the greatest good 
the human family, those who undertake this work soundness mind and body 


are composed honest citizens who are good Christians. 


But this depends essenti- 


ally your action, for action patterned that the family home has more 


lasting effect the soul your people than the school. 


Here the importance 


your task, even if, perchance, should accomplished poor church lost 
mountain XII, Task the Teacher 
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Silence the Portal Life 


ILENCE the door the house 

prayer. leads into the Divine 
Presence. Silence indispensable for 
the spirit recollection, the cultivation 
which Saint Benedict had much 
heart. The location his monasteries, 
their self-containmeni, the manner life 
led therein, all show clearly that the holy 
Patriarch was much concerned about the 
quiet and peace the cloister. knew 
that the monks were recollected, they 
would fulfill the vocation prayer and 
religion. Just the university man 
needs quiet and retirement for research 
and creative work the monk needs 
silence for the spiritual life. According- 
Saint Benedict devoted chapter 
the Rule silence, taciturnity, which 
placed significantly before the section 
prayer. For prayer one the major 
disciplines preparatory for the worship 
God. 

dignity, peculiar his species, for not 
even the angels use language. enjoys 
also supernatural aspect. When man 
speaks, certain sense, imitates the 
creative activity God. When ex- 
presses idea words times cailed 
his brain-child does not 
analogous manner create bring forth 
something new? Echoing eternal word 
patterns existing the mind God, man, 
through the ability think, stands forth 
all his dignity image and like- 
ness God. 

When God spoke, begot the Divine 
Word, the the prototype all 
words. Not only the Divine Word the 
prototype, but also the model all 
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words, Adam and Eve, the garden 
Eden, imitated the measure their 
finite perfection the truth, beauty, and 
goodness the Divine Word. They spoke 
perfect creatures and “conversed fami- 
liarly with God.” carry such con- 
versation with God required great per- 
fection faculties, which they possessed 
because the preternatural and super- 
natural gifts the fall, how- 
ever, serious deterioration set in. Their 
speech longer reflected the perfection 
the Divine Word; became ex- 
pression sinful heart. was gross 
and carnal, vehicle nature prone 
evil. surprising that the confusion 
languages the tower Babel should 
have taken place, with the resultant divi- 
sion people and consequent dissensions 
and wars? 

Sin now abounds the heart man, 
and consequently there need silence, 
for “out the abundance the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” And the wise 
man said, “In much talk thou shalt not 
escape sin.” follows then that the 
more imperfect man is, the greater need 
has keep silence; and conversely, 
the more saintly person the oftener 
should speak rather the fewer should 
the restrictions his speech. 

Saint Benedict expresses this idea 
the sixth chapter his Holy Rule when 
says: belongeth the master 
speak and teach; becometh the 
disciple silent and This 
principle was exemplified strikingly 
the apostles. Before the coming the 
Holy Spirit their lips were sealed; but 
when “they were filled with the Holy 


Spirit they began the won- 
derful mysteries God.” 

Novices and imperfect religious, whose 
minds still harbor worldly thoughts and 
imaginations, need the ascesis silence. 
Conversations, especially those that are 
protracted and carried with worldly- 
minded persons, are occasions distrac- 
tion and dissipation spirit. Conse- 
quently Saint Benedict prescribes silence 
protect his monks from the evils and 
dangers human conversation. This 
the negative aspect silence. 
means end prevent sin. 


The Positive Aspect Silence 


But there another and more im- 
portant end the practice the virtue: 
the devoting one’s time and faculties 
the service God. Through this motive 
the monk remains silent from excessive 
human words open his lips proclaim- 
ing the “wonderful things God.” This 
the positive aspect silence. Saint 
Benedict says, “it belongs the master 
speak,” that is, the prepared, mature 
Christian teach and preach. The 
bishop, the abbot, the religious wise 
the ways God should spread the divine 
Word, should scatter the seed the Word 
abroad the land. 

Indeed, priest religious may 
engaged very much opening his lips 
spreading divine truth. may seem 
using his voice all day 
long”; now preaching, now counselling, 
now teaching. And yet does not 
“break silence,” for Saint Francis 
Sales wisely puts it, long person 
does not speak without reason, does 
not offend against silence.” duty, 
charity, recreation, social amenity prompt 
his speaking, does not break silence, 
which means should give place 
good. Lest, however, the monk 
too easily find reasons for speaking, the 
holy Legislator, chapter five, warns 
him: “Let act conformity with that 


saying the Prophet: said will take 
heed ways that sin not with the 
tongue; have set guard mouth; 
was dumb and was humbled and kept 
silence from good things.’ Here the 
prophet shows that ought times 
for the sake silence refrain even from 
good words, much more ought ab- 
stain from evil words account the 
punishment due sin. Therefore, 
account silence, let permission speak 
rarely given even the perfect 
disciples, even though their words 
good and conducive edification. 

Saint Benedict does not legislate com- 
plete abstention from the use speech. 
That would variance with the social 
nature the cenobitical life. curtails 
conversation because knows that even 
monks are prone offend with the tongue. 
“It becometh the disciple silent,” 
and nearly all remain disciples the 
spiritual life until What Saint 
Benedict forbids are words jokes which 
are idle and serve purpose whatsoever, 
not even for recreation, for the re- 
quirements good social life. 

Saint Benedict, positing the prin- 
ciple that speaking should depend the 
perfection one’s virtue, thereby en- 
courages his disciples learn how 
speak well. How can monk learn 
speak fittingly? saw that Jesus, the 
Word God, the model all words 
and their use. speaks the perfect 
word and the perfect Word, full 
beauty, goodness “In the be- 
ginning,” St. John reminds us, “was 
the Word, and the Word was with God; 
and the Word was God.” Although con- 
ditioned the limitations the vehicle 
the human language his people, 
Jesus revealed the word God perfectly. 
translated eternal truths into the 
cramped receptacles human minds. 
behooves the monk, therefore, read the 
Scriptures and there learn the Word 
God, that might utter Jesus and 
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Jesus only. 

Saint Benedict set his monks the task 
imitating the Master also divine 
praise. would have his monks be- 
come ‘men praise,’ putting their voices 
the best possible use, that hymning 
the perfections God. would have 
his followers retire from the marts men, 
noisy with inconsequential chatter and 
idle gossip, and join the angels the end- 
less Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus. “Let al- 
ways mindful,” urges, what the 
Prophet says: ‘In the sight the angels 
will sing praise Thee’.” Indeed, be- 
cause their elevated life prayer and 
psalmody, the early monks were looked 
upon their fellow Christians angels. 
And Saint Benedict stressed absten- 
tion from human speech that the monas- 
tery might filled with celestial song: 
“Therefore seven times day let 
give praise our Creator.” 


Silence Promotes Contemplation 


For still other reasons the Patriarch 
Monte Cassino stressed silence. ex- 
pected his monks pursue contempla- 
tive prayer, oratio pura (Chapter 19) 
expressed it, using the term for mystic 
prayer then vogue. lead con- 
templative semi-contemplative life 
unthinkable without silence and even 
much silence. When person turns 
God and begins seriously cultivate 
prayer, seeks instinctively retire 
place where will undisturbed and 
alone. proceeds along the first 
steps toward contemplation: spiritual 
reading, meditation, and affective prayer, 
will find that certain amount 
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silence almost indispensable condi- 
tion. 

Silence, not exterior, certainly in- 
terior, necessary above all infused 
contemplation mystical prayer such. 
this kind prayer God prevents the 
natural functioning the faculties the 
soul and draws it, now purified from gross 
affections and images, past conceptual 
knowledge the ineffable knowledge and 
love Himself. Then that the soul 
must silent and docile the hands 
the Holy Spirit. She must silent and 
receptive until the divine overwhelms 
human activity and draws the docile soul 
Himself the mystic experience. 

instance another case, silence en- 
ables person pay reverence the 
Divine Guest the soul. Faith teaches 
the indwelling the Holy Trinity regard- 
ing the soul the state grace. Yet 
how few people pause and advert this 
fact, much less offer His Majesty 
act oblige? Most Christians 
suffer from what Blaise Pascal calls 
vertissement, distraction from the main 
purpose life because excessive ex- 
ternal activity. 

The cure the malady wholesome 
introversion, expressed tersely Saint 
Bernard: never less alone than 
when alone,” because then free 
commune with God. This what Saint 
Benedict would encourage the regula- 
tion silence. Through would 
open the doorway the supernatural 
world. would take his disciple 
the hand and lead him past this portal 
the glorious romance life with 
God. 


| 


Dom Prosper Monk and Abbot 


Rev. Maurice Freemyer, O.S.B. 


tell the story Dom Prosper 

Guéranger, Abbot Solesmes, 
relate the story the rebirthof monastic 
life and liturgical unity France the 
nineteenth century. This vigorous monk 
was one the greatest liturgists the 
period, not the greatest liturgist 
modern times. His name, and the name 
his great abbey, are synonymous with 
the development the modern liturgical 
movement. life reveals the 
close union between monasticism and 

Prosper was one six sons the fami- 
Pierre and Francoise Guéranger. 
was born April 1805, the village 
Sable. From his father, Prosper re- 
ceived his delicate physique and attractive 
appearance, love for religion and litur- 
gical pomp; from his mother, gift 
quick repartee, and gay, bright dispo- 
sition. boy often dreamed be- 
coming bishop great leader 
Napoleon’s army. 

But the early influences Prosper 
were religious and intellectual 
rather than military. The Guéranger 
home was only about half league from 
the ancient Abbey Solesmes, then 
ruins. During the early years the 
nineteenth century, had one visited the 
abbey, might have seen small child 
and his nurse walking familiarly among 
the deserted That 


indebted for most the facts this 
essay the two-volume biography Guéranger 
Dom Delatte, Dom Guéranger, Abbé 
Solesmes, par moine Bénédictin Congré- 
gation France, Paris: Plon-Nourrit Cie, 
Huitiéme édition, 1909. 

Dom Gregory Roettger, ‘‘Dom Guér- 


child was Prosper Guéranger. priest, 
was return this deserted shrine 
and know the joy restoring its 
pristine glory. 

Young Prosper made his first Communi- 
the age eleven (1816), and was 
confirmed the following year. His might 
have been ordinary and uneventful 
youth, had not been surrounded 
circumstances calculated intensify re- 
ligious experience. Into his home came 
priests and religious who had refused 
take the oath prescribed the National 
Assembly. The humble Guéranger domi- 
cile was “harbor Christians.” Pierre 
read daily his family from the Acts 
the Martyrs, and Prosper himself 
learned read and love the stories the 
martyrs, well those Robinson 
Crusoe, Don Quixote, and the adventures 
Telemachus. loved also read 
Fleury’s Histoire 

Prosper continued avid reader, 
although disliked methodical study. 
fact, his success student this 
time could attributed innate ability 
rather than toassiduity. The first major 
decision Prosper’s life came 1822, 
when decided enter the seminary 
Mans. That year began his 
philosophical study, pursuit which 
was somewhat remiss; however, Pros- 
per mended his ways and became 
zealous student when entered his 


anger: Monk and Ave Maria, XXV, 
321. 

Fleury was Gallican and Jansenist. Guér- 
anger’s life battle was struggle against Gallican- 
ism and Jansenism, although traces both can 
found his own interpretations and lean- 
ings times. 
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theological studies 1824. 

The young theologian loved study 
much, fact, that over-exerted him- 
self strenuous application. 1824, 
his health failed temporarily, but mid- 
summer 1825, Prosper was back his 
studies. Both tradition and the origins 
Christianity consumed his burning in- 
terest during the remaining years 
study. 

During these years, Guéranger cultivat- 
his love for ecclesiastical tradition. 
This led him side with the young priest, 
Lamennais, opposing all forms Gal- 
licanism. same reverence for tradi- 
tion and Christian antiquity inspired the 
young seminarian love the ancient 
forms the liturgy. parallel with 
Ullathorne, great English Benedictine, 
found the love that Guéranger had 
for the Fathers the Church. 

After his ordination the subdiaconate 
1826, Prosper, reading his diocesan 
breviary, came realize that the most 
ancient and beautiful forms the liturgy 
were those parts retained from the Roman 
rite. This same thought developed and 
crystallized after was ordained priest, 
October 1827. Already January, 1828 
Father Guéranger had petitioned the 
bishop Mans permit him use 
the Roman breviary and missal rather 
than the liturgical books the dioceses 
Mans. The permission was grant- 
Guéranger January 27, the feast 
St. Julian, the patron the diocese. 
“This event was epoch making Guér- 
anger’s This event was likewise 
epoch making the life the Church 
France, for the Church France, through 
Guéranger’s efforts, was soon return 
toto the use the Roman liturgy. 

Guéranger was associated with Lam- 
ennais his bitter struggle against 
Gallicanism, and 1830 published 


series four articles Lamennais’ 


Roettger, loc. cit., 323. 
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monthly Mémorial There 
Guéranger discussed the antiquity, the 
universality, the authority, and the holi- 
ness the liturgy. 

About the same time Count Monta- 
lembert joined the Lamennais group 
their struggle against Gallicanism and 
their support ultra-montanism and 
liberalism. The doctrine complete 
separation Church and State was also 
explained the Lamennais group. 

Soon the publication 
catholique was abandoned and Lamennais 
launched Avenir. Guéranger was not 
all satisfied with the political objective 
the paper, but did contribute two 
articles May and October 
The new publication was short-lived. 
1832, Pope Gregory XVI excommunicat- 
Lamennais for his radical and stubborn 
views, which were anti-royal, pro-liberal, 
and favorable separation Church 
and State. Lamennais and Guéranger 
subsequently severed their friendly rela- 
tionship, the latter refused associ- 
ated with the work the person any- 
one excommunicated. 


Guéranger Professor Church 
History Mans Seminary 


While engaged this struggle against 
Gallicanism, Guéranger was administra- 
tor the parish Mission étrangére 
Paris. had received this appoint- 
ment after his ordination, 1827, and 
kept the post until 1830. Then re- 
siastical history, the command his 
ecclesiastical superior, Bishop Caronne, 
and the desire Bouvier, who was then 
head the seminary. Mans, 
Guéranger seriously resumed his studies 


these essays Guéranger laid down the prin- 
ciples the liturgy which were the future 
guides his life. 

Waldemar Gurian, Die Politischen und Sozi- 
alen Ideen des Katholismus, 1789- 
1914, Germany: Volksverein-Druckerei, 1929, 
151. 
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and undertook some historical writing. 

Also Mans, the spiritual conflict 
which had troubled Guéranger 
theologian came upon him once more. 
Should become monk and devote his 
time historical studies the Maurists 
had done? Could not more perfectly 
devote his time historical studies 
such environment? Could not more 
completely devote his talents the res- 
toration the Roman liturgy the Bene- 
dictine way life? Could not some 
way restore Benedictine monasticism 
France? 

External circumstances aided Guér- 
anger calming the turbulence his 
soul. 1831, the old priory Solesmes 
was put for sale. The owners had 
bought the land 1825 investment 
which had proved unprofitable. Father 
Guéranger hoped acquire the property, 
but had almost given for lack 
funds when Montalembert, Madame 
Swetchine, Abbe Fonteinne, and others 
gave him the necessary support. De- 
cember, 1832, Solesmes became Guér- 
anger’s property. December 19, 
1832, Bishop Caronne approved set 
Constitutions Guéranger drew up. 
cording the approved Constitutions 
Guéranger was appointed prior Soles- 
mes. and his associates took pos- 
session the priory December 31, 
1832. This life was not yet strictly 
monastic life, for the men did not have 
vows. was religious life approved 
the bishop and based upon the Rule 
St. Benedict. the course time, the 
new community Solesmes became Be- 
nedictine the real sense the word. 

July 11, 1833, the feast the Solem- 
nity St. Benedict, community silenc- 
for forty-three years officially found 
voice again Solesmes. communi- 
Prior Guéranger, sub- 
prior Boucher, procurator Fonteinne, 
Abbé Daubree and four brother postu- 
lants. Thirty-two priests, addition 


other friends, attended the formal open- 
ing. That day the group had dinner 
silence and the life St. Gregory was 
read all those assembled. 

But the happiness and joy the first 
day monastic life were soon overshad- 
owed economic problems and dissen- 
sions within the community. Some mem- 
bers wanted open school and seek 
aid from the government Guizot for 
its operation. Guéranger objected. 
thought this was subjecting the Church 
the State, whereas desired liberty 
action. thought also that this 
would sacrifice his own ideal 
imitate the Maurists, who had supported 
themselves literary work. 


Unrest Manifest Solesmes 


Such critical condition developed 
1836 that the members the community 
who still remained Solesmes discussed 
plans for deposing Guéranger and setting 
another his place authority. The 
attempt was unsuccessful, and the dis- 
senters quit the monastery. Now only 
Guéranger and Fonteinne remained the 
original community. Gourbeillon, Bran- 
des, Osouf, and Segretain were welcomed 
into the community new members. 
They pronounced vows July, 1836, and 
October the same year young man, 
Eugene Gardereau, came them share 
the monastic life 

Prior Guéranger now decided that 
needed more definitive grounds for his 
way life Solesmes. rewrote his 
Constitutions and divided them into 
twenty-one chapters, and eighty-seven 
articles. They were sent Rome and 
substantially approved the Sacred 
Congregation July 14, 1837, and re- 
main today the basis for the Congrega- 
tion Benedictines France, Congre- 


After his profession, Gardereau became master 
novices Solesmes, and 1842, first prior 
Saint Germain Paris. 
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September 1837, Pope Gregory 
XVI raised the priory Solesmes the 
dignity abbey, and endowed with 
all the privileges the three former con- 
gregations Benedictines France: 
Cluny, Saint Vannes, and Saint 
The Roman breviary was still used 
Dom Prosper Guéranger, who had made 
profession Abbot Bini St. Paul’s 
Without the Walls, Rome, July, 1837. 
However, the monastic rite was adopted 
for First Vespers Christmas, 1846. 
Only that moment could said 
that monasticism was fully restored 
France. The persevering instrumental 
cause that restoration was Guéranger. 
He, too, was appointed official custodian 
that way life. 

The happiness and success the young 
abbot, only thirty-two years old, was 
marred this time only one disap- 
pointment, the loss Bouvier’s friend- 
ship. This personal conflict weighed 
heavily upon Guéranger the rest his 
life, for was ever conscious that was 
Monsignor Bouvier, elected Bishop 
Mans 1833, who encouraging and 
approving Guéranger’s work 
chiefly responsible for the initial restora- 
tion Solesmes. When Solesmes was 
made abbey, however, Bouvier’s dis- 
positions changed completely for felt 
that the elevation Solesmes this 
rank weakened his own episcopal authori- 
ty. Henceforth, opposed the work 
Abbot 

Rome was surprised, even scandalized, 
this open opposition the bishop. 
The official Latin title was 
The Pope did not want use the pre-revolution 
title, Congregation the Maurists, for group 
Maurists had fallen into Gallicanism prior 
the French Revolution. 

ouvrages T.R.P. Guéranger, Abbé Soles- 
Bullétin Agriculture, Sciences Arts 
Sarthe, XXIII, 1875, 190. 

10. Herutebize, Prosper-Louis- 


Dictionnaire Théologie catholique, 
Paris: 1925, VI, Pt. 1895. 
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Bishop Bouvier presented his case 
strongly that Rome was tempted dis- 
solve the community Solesmes, but 
wisely did not. 

Abbot Solesmes, Guéranger wield- 
great influence. struggled untir- 
ingly effect closer union between 
France and the Holy See. This endeavor 
brought him into opposition with Jansen- 
ists and Gallicanists, the two major 
separatist groups France the time. 
The first Benedictine Abbot France 
during the nineteenth century combatted 
philosophical errors writing, teaching, 
and preaching. Liberalism and natural- 
ism were singled out the chief errors. 
defending the position Rome against 
these errors, Guéranger helped prepare 
men’s minds accept the two great 
dogmas defined the nineteenth centu- 
ry, Papal and the Im- 
maculate Conception Mary. 


Abbot Solesmes Recognized Leader 
Monastic Spirituality 


Guéranger, his own day, was highly 
esteemed historian, but today his 
fame decreasing this field, the 
science history develops, and his stature 
leader monastic spirituality and 
the liturgy increases. 

The personal influence Guéranger 
upon his associates was indeed outstand- 
ing. need mention only 
Montalembert, Lacordaire, Ozanam, and 
Dom Pitra. was Guéranger who in- 
spired Montalembert undertake his 
four-volume work, The Monks the West; 
was Guéranger who encouraged Lacor- 
daire become Dominican; and was 
Guéranger who gave Ozanam his con- 
fidence. Father Parsons points out that 
Ozanam “prepared his lectures like 
Benedictine, and delivered them like 
When Ozanam treated 


11. Rev. Reuben Parsons, D.D., Studies 
Church History, New York: Fr. Pustet and Co., 
1899, 313. 
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delicate subject, especially theological, 
often consulted his friend Guéranger. 
Finally, was Guéranger who trained 
Dom Pitra. 

Pitra began his 
novitiate Solesmes January 
1842, and was professed year later. 
was already priest, was im- 
mediately appointed the responsible 
position prior Saint-Germain 
Paris. Guéranger had previously estab- 
lished this priory 1842 and placed 
under the leadership Dom Gardereau 
prior and Dom Piolin subprior. This 
priory eventually had abandoned. 

Yet, Dom Pitra had won immediate 
recognition theologian, archaeologist, 
and historian. 1869, the esteem 
which Pitra was held merited him ap- 
pointment custodian the Vatican 
Library. Pitra made the library more 
accessible scholars and began the first 
systematic cataloguing the manu- 
scripts. For his good work there was 
made cardinal. 

Far-reaching his personal influence 
must have been, unquestionably the 
greatest influence Guéranger was exer- 
cised the spheres liturgy and Bene- 
dictine These two de- 
velopments, course, were the flowering 
one ideal. Abbot Solesmes 


was man one great idea. From the 
first had the intuition genius 
what was his mission, and consecrat- 
himself entirely: give back 
our disinterested age all the scatter- 
treasures two thousand years 
Christianity, and above all the unknown 
riches ancient piety which the 
Church preserves hidden away her 
liturgy. Such was the star which pro- 
vidently guided him all his 


This unity brought out clearly the 
first article the Constitutions the 


12. Sheppard, Guéranger and the 
Liturgical Revival Thought, (March, 
1932), VI, 636. 

13. Dom Lambert Beauduin, Marmion 
and the Liturgy” More About Dom Marmion, 
St. Louis: Herder Book Co., 1949, 72-73. 


Congregatio Gallica, which Guéranger 
composed. This article states that the 
principal end the Congregation the 
the knowledge ecclesiastical 
antiquity, and the raising from the de- 
suetude into which they had fallen the 
life-giving traditions the 

English-speaking countries the full 
extent Guéranger’s influence the 
liturgy still not adequately recognized. 
Most his fame, these countries, 
based The Liturgical Year, fifteen- 
The three-volume work, Les 
liturgiques, scarcely known, while re- 
mains, nevertheless, 
work the history the liturgical in- 
novations, both breviary and missal, 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. main thesis Guéranger 
this historical work was prove that 
the Popes, from the fifth century on- 
wards, had attempted establish unity 
the liturgy the West. 

Guéranger’s other important writings 
his struggle for unified liturgy, 
addition many letters Bishops 
Bouvier, Fayet, Astros, and others, in- 
Monarchie pontificale, and Défini- 
tion papale. 


Holy Father Praises Guéranger’s 
Reform 


All all, Guéranger’s effect the 
liturgy the Church, France and 
the world, has been immense, although 
not all Guéranger’s ideals were accom- 
plished before was called from this 
world. Perhaps greater tribute could 
have been given this Benedictine than 
that given him Pius their first 
meeting November, 1851, when the 
Holy Father called him the “restorer 
the Roman liturgy France,” and be- 
14. Sheppard, loc. cit., 641. 

15. Guéranger had written only nine the fif- 


teen volumes before died. The work was 
completed his disciple, Dom Lucian Fromage. 
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stowed upon him the title Grand 

conclusion, let clearly stated 
that “no matter how great were the 
achievements the field the liturgy, 
Guéranger’s principal work will always 
the restoration Benedictine life 
This work began St. 
Peter’s Abbey, Solesmes. 

The unsuccessful attempt establish- 
ing new abbey Paris has been told 
above. The successful attempt the 
Abbot Solesmes spread monasticism 
lies the story the foundations 
Ligugé and Marseilles. 1849, Bishop 
Pie Poitiers invited Guéranger come 
Ligugé and revive the sanctuary the 
patron the diocese, St. Martin. The 
Abbot Solesmes heeded the request 
soon could, although that was five 
years later, was only two 
years after Guéranger went St. Mar- 
tin’s Ligugé that held once again the 
proud rank abbey, bestowed 
Pius 

Though Guéranger still had too few 
monks his own abbey, made another 
foundation 1865. That year sent 
six monks Marseilles found priory 
under the patronage St. Magdalen. 
Pope Pius also raised this priory 


16. Roettger, loc. cit., 363. 
Ibid. 
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the dignity abbey 1876. 

These were the direct foundations 
Solesmes during the lifetime Abbot 
Guéranger. Indirectly, Solesmes was 
greatly responsible for the spirit Beu- 
ron, founded 1868 the Wolter 
brothers. Both these men had spent 
some time Solesmes studying the spirit 
and life Guéranger’s community. Dom 
Benedict Sauter, the first professed 
disciple the Wolters Beuron, spent 
several months his novitiate under the 
tutelage Guéranger. 


Another indirect influence Guéranger 
lies the monastic foundations establish- 
his community after his death 
1875. They were (in the nineteenth cen- 
tury): Silon, 1880; Glanfeuil, 1892; Paris 
and Fontenelle, 1893; England, Farn- 
borough and Wisque, 1895; and Kergonan 
Ireland, 1897. 


The last quarter the nineteenth cen- 
tury brought end the active work 
Guéranger. died January 30, 
1875. was mourned the reigning 
pontiff, Pius IX, personal friend, 
many bishops teacher, and 
numerous spiritual progeny kind and 
loving father. Our own relationships 
with him remain the same, for he, though 
dead, still speaks his works: mor- 
tuus adhuc loquitur. 
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Rabanus Maurus, Teacher Teachers 


Sister Leuscuen, O.S.B. 


Benedictine heritage provides 
much inspiration and assistance 
the work catechizing. The year 1956 
marks the eleventh centenary great 
Benedictine whose renown, educa- 
tor and pastor souls, found the 
pages history. Rabanus 
abbot Fulda from 822 842 and arch- 
bishop Mainz for ten years, often 
called the father German public educa- 
tion, yet there much his life and 
writings that will augment zeal and give 
intellectual incentives for better catechet- 
ical instruction today. 

Rabanus studied for some time 
Tours under Alcuin and became one 
his greatest pupils. Alcuin gave him the 
surname Maurus, honor the favorite 
disciple St. Benedict, and this name 
retained later life. the age 
twenty-five, Rabanus Maurus took charge 
the school Fulda. His success was 
conspicuous that monks from other 
abbeys were sent their abbots 
trained him. His pupils were de- 
mand everywhere. Outstanding teach- 
ers St. Gall’s and Reichenau and some 
the best minds Germany were his 
students. German youth were confided 
his care and were given training the 
liberal arts. was strict yet prudent 
disciplinarian and possessed vigorous 
personality which was tempered good 
sense and loyal respect for the Church 
served. 

Rabanus Maurus was undoubtedly the 
most learned man his age. credit- 
with the authorship Veni Creator 
Spiritus. was thoroughly versed 
canon law and liturgy and had equal 


scriptural and patristic knowledge. 
was scholar and spent much time 
reading, teaching, writing, and 
nourishing his mind with the food the 
Sacred Scriptures. His own life was the 
best lesson could give his scholars. 
Eginhard, writing his son, novice 
Fulda, says, would have you apply 
literary exercises and try far you 
can acquire the learning your mas- 
ter, whose lessons are clear and solid. 
But especially imitate his holy 

the ninth century the education 
children was based the Scriptures. 
First, they were required commit 
memory the “Our 
“Creed,” perhaps the 
Creed,” that they might well in- 
structed the mysteries the Trinity 
and the Incarnation. The Psalter was 
one the first books studied. Since 
textbooks were scarce, the method 
learning the psalms was dependent upon 
the teacher, who had repeat the psalms 
until the pupils had memorized the whole 
the Psalter. 

Rabanus Maurus used the liberal arts 
enhance the religious education the 
student. placed grammar promi- 
nent place the curriculum, because 
gave the student the power understand 
the hidden meaning the Scriptures. 
Music was essential part the pro- 
gram, since the litanies, sequences, anti- 
phons, and responsories were sung the 
students. Arithmetic was useful the 
interpretation the Scriptures and, 
his book the Education the Clergy, 
Rabanus showed the symbolism num- 
bers the Scriptures. esteemed dia- 
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lectics, the discipline disciplines, more 
highly than rhetoric because helped the 
student learn how teach. used 
without hesitation wield the sword 
truth. Rabanus would have his stu- 
dents interested every branch 
knowledge skill that would help them 
understand the Scriptures and lay 
hold spiritual things, arithmetic, 
dialectics, music, grammar. With St. 
Augustine, says, “nay, let every good 
and true Christian understand that where- 
ever truth may found, belongs 
the Master.” 

When Rabanus Maurus became abbot 
Fulda, gave over the charge teach- 
ing the liberal arts others, reserving 
for himself the guidance the monastery 
and the interpretation Holy Scripture. 
advanced the spiritual, intellectual, 
and temporal welfare Fulda and its 
father the monastery, the representa- 
tive Christ, the great catechist. 
put into Tudesque (Old German) verse 
many passages from the life our Lord, 
order supplant the rude pagan songs. 
His verses helped dissipate the pre- 
judices against the use the vernacular 
for religious instruction. His writings, 
mostly theological, were devoted chiefly 
commentaries the Scriptures. 

Catholic liturgy, the time Raba- 
nus does today, included the public 
rites and social worship God. The fol- 
lowing the liturgy and the sermons 
delivered the pastors were the only 
instructions the layman received his 
holy faith, unless was fortunate enough 
educated one the monastery 
schools the day. Alcuin, whom 
Rabanus Maurus received his training 
both sacred and profane sciences, was 
Charlemagne’s guide the liturgy and 
passed his favorite disciple all that 
was then practice. The works 
Rabanus Maurus reveal the extent the 
liturgy the ninth century. 
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the request his monks Fulda, 
Rabanus incorporated into one book those 
things most necessary for the instruction 
the Education the Clergy, which ad- 
dressed Lord Archbishop Haistolf, 
said that had followed the authority 
older writers, especially Cyprian, Hila- 
ry, Jerome, Ambrose, Augustine, Gregory, 
Cassiodorus, and Isidore order that 
might not stray from the Catholic teach- 
ings. This treatise composed three 
parts. The first section deals with the 
organization the church the laity, 
monks, and clergy and with the re- 
spective offices that lead the priest- 
hood. This part also includes dis- 
cussion the origin the vestments 
worn the clergy, treatise the 
sacraments, and commentary the 
Mass. The second part treats the 
Divine Office, the litanies the Church, 
and the feasts and fasts the liturgical 
year. concludes with discussion 
ecclesiastical chant and gives summary 
the heresies the time. The third 
part gives directives how the Scripture 
studied and shows the relation- 
ship between the course study pursued 
the education pagan and that 
anecclesiastic. this section the author 
urges those who are entrusted with the 
office teaching admonish their hear- 
ers and teach faithfully ecclesiastical 
this third part the book 
which contains instructions and rules 
for the guidance preachers. Rabanus 
Maurus enumerates three requirements 
for the good preacher, namely, good 
example, knowledge Holy Scripture, 
and prayer. St. Pius may re- 
called, says that the duty the preacher 
closely allied that the teacher 
the fundamentals religion. 

Rabanus Maurus’ emphasis upon the 
need preparation the part the 
teacher also suggests St. Pius X’s ad- 
monitions. Rabanus says: “Let one 
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dare teach who has not first learned 
prolonged study.” Other similarities be- 
tween Rabanus Maurus and St. Pius may 
While Rabanus Maurus fought 
relentless war against ignorant clergy, 
St. Pius his Nimis denounc- 
display and affectation the part 
the preacher and urged pastors give 
sound catechetical instruction their 
people. St. Pius said that was much 
easier find eloquent preacher than 
find excellent catechist. 

When speaking those who are 
instructed, St. Pius enumerates only two 
classes, the uneducated and the cultured. 
Rabanus Maurus, the other hand, 
cites more than thirty different classes. 
For example, would have each class 
persons, the young and the old, the rich 
and the poor, the well and the sick, the 
simple and the learned, the slothful and 
the diligent, the meek and the passionate, 
the married and the unmarried, instructed 
according its needs and ability. 
this directive follows the pattern set 
St. Gregory the Great, whose Pastoral 
Care contains much more elaborate and 
detailed treatment the manner in- 
structing various classes persons. 

According Rabanus Maurus the 
duty the interpreter and teacher 
Sacred Scripture teach what right 
admonish, instruct, and inspire. When 
the teacher finds that his pupils are friend- 
ly, attentive, and ready learn, teaching 
will easy. Reasoning and the de- 
monstration proofs will necessary 
nature will often serve 
Scripture. Rabanus Maurus extols the 
importance rhetoric and grammar, 
since they are help the teaching 
religion. 

Along with the knowledge and prepara- 
tion required the catechist, Rabanus 
Maurus advises that not only study 
but practice virtue order that doing 


and teaching may greater the 
kingdom God. The catechist should 
practice all the virtues, but the cardinal 
virtues should take precedence. 

Rabanus Maurus earnestly urges that 
the catechist pray that may not only 
preach and instruct well, but that may 
touch the hearts others. will suc- 
ceed more through prayer than gifts 
pedagogy. The catechist ought 
pray for himself and for his pupils and 
give thanks God from whom all bless- 
ings come. 

When Rabanus Maurus became arch- 
bishop Mainz his zeal for catechetical 
instruction was made manifest his de- 
cree that every bishop was possess 
homilies translated into Tudesque, that 
is, into Old German, that the people 
might hear them their own language 
and understand the word God. 

The steady stream light the Bene- 
dictine apostolate shines clearly from the 
days St. Benedict the present time. 
Rabanus Maurus, who caused burn 
more brightly, took the flame from St. 
Gregory the Great, disciple and biograph- 
St. Benedict, the Founder western 
monasticism. Gregory’s Pastoral Care, 
the counterpart the Holy Rule for the 
diocesan clergy, became guide and 
inspiration for priests throughout the 
Middle Ages. Augustine Canterbury, 
who was sent Gregory make angels 
out Angles, carried this masterful 
treatise England. Egbert, the belov- 
teacher Alcuin, Bede, the great Be- 
nedictine scholar, and Boniface, the 
apostle Germany and founder Fulda, 
where Rabanus Maurus became the fifth 
abbot, passed the never-fading light. 
The rules laid down the Pastoral Care 
exerted powerful influence the train- 
ing the clergy who, virtue their 
office, became the teachers the laity. 
this heritage and apostolic zeal 
that the eleventh centenary Rabanus 
Maurus reminds today. 
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This essay has been selected Kansas winner the national ‘‘Why contest sponsored 


That Minds and Hearts May 


Mary Paut O.S.B. 


walked school this morning, 


teach 


all creatures sang the glories spring. 

listened their song and loved it, 

and secretly blessed the teachers 

who long ago had taught listen. 

Indeed, for me, all the purposes education 

add that wonderful total known listening. 
for the specific aims the subject matter hand— 

develop logical reasoning, precision, 

perseverance, ability compute, 

and proficiency verbal communication— 

but over-all goal prepare youth listen 


with open minds and eager hearts the Spirit Truth, 


whose voice outlives and transcends 

textbooks and teachers and speaks 

each person the interior his being, 

giving purpose, significance, and happiness life. 


Lesser purposes include 


devote 


developing courtesy, appreciation, originality, 

and vigorous optimism; 

encouraging self-improvement and positive attitudes; 
fostering understanding and practice 

the Ten Commandments; 

attuning young hearts 

for international peace, unity, and love; 

and pointing out that mental and manual skills 
are handmaids high ideals, 

that each present moment, though fleeting, 

the crystallization reality and such 

lived with reverence and enthusiasm, 

that happiness kept only being given away, 
and that the final examination question will not be, 
you ‘A’ student?” but rather, 

“Did you use well your talents and opportunities?” 
myself the teaching profession 

that youth may listen for the voice Truth, 
interpret aright, and follow its gentle suasion 
into the maturity love and happy home life, 

success and integrity business, 

fruitful use leisure, generous undertaking 

social and political responsibilities, 

courageous adherence principle, 

and finally their destiny infinite happiness. 


this spring the American Legion. 
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Symbol Gives Way Reality 


Sister Teresa Ann Doyte, 


HREE events, which will long re- 

membered the Sisters, took place 
Mount St. Scholastica early June: 
the re-election Mother Alfred Schroll 
prioress, the sudden death Sister 
Mary Peter Moeder, the sacristan, and 
the consecration seven professed re- 
ligious the rite the Consecration 
Virgins which was solemnized the close 
the community retreat. While each 
these incidents has its own significance, 
there the three happenings sym- 
bolic relation which has meaning for 
religious. 

The religious life essentially obla- 
tion offered God the joy the Holy 
Spirit. St. Benedict, throughout the 
Holy Rule, reminds his followers this 
complete dedication, through his repeat- 
appeals that the monk renounce his 
own will and surrender himself Christ, 
the true King. But, says the Holy Legis- 
lator, the abbot “‘is supposed hold the 
place Christ the monastery.” is, 
therefore, deserving love, esteem, and 
devotedness. Yet there deeper isg- 
nificance the relationship between the 
monk and his abbot and Christ. This re- 
lationship implies not only the sacrificial 
nature religious life but suggests that 
the gift incorporated into the 
sacrifice Christ who offered Himself 
God spotless oblation. 

What place more fittingly expresses 
this sacrifice than the church itself, where- 
offered daily the spotless Victim? 
Because neither the community room nor 
the chapter room could accommodate the 
some five hundred Sisters who had as- 
sembled the motherhouse for the elec- 


tion the Mother Prioress June 
the election took place the community 
chapel. The event which immediately 
followed the election, the death Sister 
Mary Peter and its accompanying cir- 
cumstances, beautifully and effectively 
symbolized the meaning sacrificial 
dedication. 

While the Archbishop, the Most Rev- 
ered Edward Hunkeler, who had pre- 
sided the election, was the sacristy 
vesting for Benediction the Blessed 
Sacrament and for the customary 
Deum, which were bring the ceremony 
close, Sister Mary Peter, who for 
seventeen years had been the faithful and 
devoted sacristan, arranged the taber- 
nacle veil and placed the candelabra 
the altar, but she did not return light 
the candles. sacrifice was complet- 
ed. The lighted candle, the symbol 
faith, was replaced reality, the vision 
God. 

Sister Mary Peter suffered 
attack the sacristy and was anointed 
the Most Reverend Archbishop, who 
had himself blessed the holy oil, during 
the solemn rites Holy Thursday, for 
the express purpose spiritually strength- 
ening those danger death and for 
anointing them for glory. was most 
fitting that she, who had prepared for 
many pontifical and other liturgical func- 
tions, administered the last rites 
the Archbishop, attended the com- 
munity chaplains, Father 
and Father Francis Broderick. Also 
present her death were Father Alcuin 
Hemmen, St. Benedict’s Abbey, her 
own sister, Sister Sidonia, and other mem- 
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bers the community, all assembled 
the chapel. 

The Solemn Mass Requiem was 
offered for Sister Mary Peter June 
Her cousin, the Reverend August Moe- 
der, was celebrant the funeral Mass, 
assisted Father Francis and Father 
David respectively deacon and sub- 
deacon. the triumphant strains 
the Paradisum mingled with the plain- 
tive notes the Ultima, Sister Mary 
Peter was laid rest the community 
cemetery. 

The death the community sacristan 
and the election its Superior occurred 
almost simultaneously. there sym- 
bolic relation between the two events? 
The fact, too, that Sister Mary Peter’s 
funeral and the ceremony the Con- 
secration Virgins coincided with the 
annual community retreat also sig- 
nificance. 

“What else virginity,” asks St. Am- 
brose, “but glorious pondering the 
future Again, remarks, “what 
place more befits the virgin than that 
which offered virginity’s sacrifice?” 
Certainly, the privilege the sacris- 
tan literally live close God and 
spend herself the sight His sacra- 
mental presence. The community sacris- 
tan fulfills not only spirit but actu- 
ality St. Benedict’s injunction handle 
all the tools the monastery though 
they were the sacred vessels the altar. 

the close the ceremony the 
Consecration Virgins, the officiating 
prelate entrusts the consecrated virgins 
the Superior with these words: 
how you preserve these (souls) consecrat- 
God, and present them immaculate: 
for you must render account them 
before the tribunal their Spouse, the 
Judge who come.” St. Benedict, 
too, will recalled, reminds the abbot 
that has been entrusted with the care 
souls, “of which must give ac- 
count...on judgment day.” his 
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chapter Obedience emphatically 
states that after profession the monk 
longer lives according his own will, but 
according the judgment and command 
another. accommodate himself 
variety characters, St. Benedict 
urges the abbot do, and for the subject 
submit all things him, who 
supposed hold the place Christ 
the monastery,” demand sacrifice. 

The death Sister Mary Peter, occur- 
ring did the fulfillment duty, 
seems symbolize the sacrifice which 
religious life demands. Within sight 
the altar and under the shadow the 
cross, she expired. The altar and the 
cross are symbols consecrated virgini- 
ty. They teach, did Christ Himself 
Calvary that highest freedom and 
highest abandonment hand hand. 

retreat for religious essentially 
meditation grace and “glorious pon- 
dering the future The Reverend 
Odo Zimmermann, St. John’s 
Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, conduct- 
the community retreat, June 6-12, and 
also served archpriest the solemn 
rite Consecration Virgins Sunday, 
June 10. 

funeral the opening retreat and 
the ceremony Consecration Virgins 
near its close were effective reminders 
the three solemn occasions upon which 
the Holy Spirit calls the virginal soul.* 
Every soul, the Fathers teach, vir- 
ginal, but more presageful the soul 
the virgin Christ. The first call 
baptism when the soul invited 
ter the temple God,” order “have 
part with Christ, unto life 
Washed the Blood the Lamb, 


For the idea the three calls the virginal 
soul and for references the Fathers, the writer 
which contains four conferences delivered 
Dom Thomas Michels, O.S.B., Maria Laach, 
the nuns Nonnberg Salzburg. The con- 
ferences were translated and published the 
monks St. Paul’s Priory, Keyport, New Jersey, 
1944. 
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arises new life and given the veil 
and candle, symbols this new life 
faith and grace. The beautiful ceremony 
closes with the words, “Go peace and 
may the Lord with thee.” 

The second call the invitation 
the nuptials when the soul espoused 
“Jesus Christ, the Son the Most High 
Father.” Three times the ceremony 
the Consecration Virgins, the prelate 
sings, The virgins answer, 
now the second call they 
respond more clearly, “And now fol- 
low with our whole heart!” re- 
iterates the call the third time, seal 
the name the Holy Trinity, “Come, 
daughters, listen me, and will teach 
you the fear the Lord,” the virgins 
jubilantly respond, “And now follow 
with our whole heart. fear Thee, and 
seek behold Thy Face.” 

The third call invitation the 
kingdom God. The Church chants, 
“Depart, Christian this world.” 
The transformation Christ, far 
possible this world, over, and 
the faithful soul hears with joy the words: 
“Depart, Christian soul, the name 
the angels and archangels, the name 
the thrones and dominations, the 
name the principalities and powers, 
the name the cherubim and seraphim. 
Depart, Christian soul, into the Heaven- 
City, which hath need the sun 
nor the moon. For the Lamb the 
Lamp thereof.” 

The spouse Christ has yet special 
call from her Bridegroom, “Arise, 
love, beautiful one, and come. Show 
they face. Let thy voice sound 
ears.” virgin her consecra- 
tion day prayed earnestly, “We aspire, 
Lord, see Thy Face.” Now Christ 
calls, “Show thy face,” the face which 
life, Origen says, “was covered and 
veiled with reverential Now un- 
veiled, she the presence Him 
whom her soul loves, and she will possess 


Him for all eternity. 

St. Ambrose thus describes the orienta- 
tion the soul God: “through the 
beauty this world the most beautiful 
among the sons men the Source 
Beauty, above the angels 
beauty God.” The degree grace 
differs individual souls not with grace 
itself, which enables man participate 
the very life God. Love begins with 
faith, but the end love vision and 
the possession God. 

The relationship three important 
events which took place Mount St. 
Scholastica early June, the election 
the Superior, the death the Sister 
sacristan, and the Consecration Vir- 
gins, more than symbolic. Like every 
phase monastic life each incident has 
sacramental aspect. The three events, 
their unique setting, crystallize the 
meaning consecrated virginity. They 
give glimpse into the anticipated joys 
heaven and inspire the Sister desire 
more earnestly that the words the con- 
secratory blessing may realized her 
own life: “May you take your witness 
Him whom you shall have your Judge; 
may you prepare yourself that you 
may bear your hand lighted lamp, 
when you are called enter into the 
bridal chamber the Spouse, and may 
you run thither with joy.” 


CONCEPTS SPIRITUALITY 


(Continued from page eighteen) 


emotional and affective elements 
baroque devotion. 

The Ancren connecting link 
between the older, classical type spiritu- 
ality, exemplified Aldhelm, and the new- 
Rolle and other mystical writers the 
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fourteenth century. its insistence upon 
the moral, dogmatic, and sacramental 
elements religion, the Ancren Riwle 
closely allied with monastic spirituality. 
The steady, slow progress self-discipline, 
prayer, and work, which the in- 
culcates the foundation upon which the 
mystical life gradually builds itself, 
harmony with Benedictine ideals. The 
author the Riwie, like the great monas- 
tic founder, does not analyze mystical 
states, yet both writers invite and en- 
courage the soul along the paths love. 
The picture Christ’s wooing the soul 
under the guise Norman knight, 
familiar every reader the re- 
presents endeavor apply the ideals 
and language chivalric love religious 
experience. 

Richard Rolle further develops the 
theme love. his impetuous, pas- 
sionate, demonstrative type love, with 
its accompaniments calor, canor, and 
dulcor, Rolle introduces into devotional 
literature emotionalism, individu- 
alism, eccentricity, far removed from 
the standard classical spirituality. His 
almost exclusive emphasis upon joy, song, 
and sweetness places him somewhat apart 
from mystics like St. John the Cross 
and St. Teresa. all fairness Rolle, 
however, must admitted that his 
Form Perfect Living and other works 
addressed nuns, reveal maturity and 
firm grasp fundamental principles 
the spiritual life. 


Hilton Follows the Classical Pattern 


While Walter Hilton adopts the lan- 
guage and the imagery the mystics, 
such light, flame, sweetness, and love, 
classical his outlook and method. 
does not suggest emotional, spiral 
flights love but would have his follow- 
ers move the classical plane gradual, 
steady ascent. the outset the 
Scale Perfection, insists that man 
realize his original dignity and present 
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wretchedness. Sin has effaced the image 
God the soul; the work perfection, 
then, destroy sin and seek God. 
Hilton’s teaching fundamentally St. 
Paul’s doctrine regeneration through 
Christ, colored St. Bernard’s views 
the love, rising through Christ 
God. Intense, personal devotion 
Christ the heart Hilton’s teaching. 
This attachment, however, not 
emotional, sentimental nature but root- 
the Passion Christ, whence, says 
Hilton, comes that the 
Savior, manifesting itself sacramental 
contact. analysis states pray- 
er, Hilton departs from the classical 
mould. reveals the influence the 
author the Cloud Unknowing and 
other mystical writers and anticipates the 
great Spanish mystics. 

Juliana Norwich the two elements 
baroque sensitivity, the 
Murillo, and the ardent, passionate color- 
ing Rubens, merge with mystical depth 
and penetration. The Revelations Di- 
vine Love, centering they around 
the Passion Christ, naturally lend 
themselves the more colorful aspect 
baroque. The rich coloring, “red,” 
“purple,” the images 
“wounds,” testify love which 
shall make “All Things Well.” The 
gentle, tender, repose element baroque, 
however, not lacking Juliana. Among 
the most beautiful and touching chapters 
the whole the Revelations are those 
which the writer speaks God 
Father and Mother. the mother 
feeds and fondles her child, Christ 
the “sweet sacraments” gently draws the 
soul into His “blessed and 
open side.” While Juliana gives details 
the Passion, she probes the depths 
the mystery, passes beyond the physical 
suffering its spiritual implications. 
She does not gloat over unhappy details, 
which often manifest 
baroque devotion and art their worst. 
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true baroque fashion, she comprehends 
both heaven and earth, and views all the 
events life sub specie 


Emotional and Imaginative 


The baroque delight sensuous appeal, 
expansiveness idea and language re- 
veals itself less figure than 
Bishop John Fisher. expressly states 
that his sister should read Spiritual 
Consolation and the Wayes Perfect 
Religion when her soul dry and without 
devotion. While his works are classical 
content, the Bishop employs the tech- 
nique the baroque artist impress, 
move, and stir his sister greater love 
variation the sunt, contemptu 
mundi, and the ars moriendi themes. 
the Wayes Perfect Religion, Fisher with 
realistic detail points the sufferings 
Christ, the price paid for souls. The 
generosity the Savior should inspire 
return love. The work closes with 
loving colloquy the soul with God. 
The prayer, replete with feeling, emotion, 
and imaginative appeal, ends with the 
final appeal Jesus, who represented 
saying: “Give thy heart.” 

historical survey religious works 
written for English women reveals 
gradual development from the classical, 
monastic type spirituality, through 
the mysticism the high Middle Ages, 
the imaginative representation and 
affective appeal the humanity 
Christ which might styled baroque. 
the final analysis, however, the whole 
development largely matter em- 
phasis rather than anything essentially 
new. Perhaps single factor was 
greater incentive the baroque impulse 
than St. Francis Assisi, bearing 
did the sacred stigmata. St. Francis and 
St. Bonaventure gave religion that 
human, sensitive, emotional, dramatic 
element, calculated make popular 
appeal. St. Bernard, however, anticipates 


St. Francis his appeal the heart and 
feelings. Ailred Rievaulx, combining 
baroque with baroque depth 
feeling and passion, foreshadows St. 
Bonaventure. 

view these early manifestations 
baroque, the writer convinced that 
the spirit baroque animated and color- 
spirituality before the emergence and 
general acceptance the term. With 
Mr. Watkin perhaps safe say that 
the baroque represents spirit, mode, 
philosophy which accordance with 
Catholic thought. The Incarnation and 
Redemption, the visible invisible 
Church, with its liturgy, ceremonial, and 
sacramental life, are all expressions 
“spirit and sense.” The dual manifesta- 
tion God and His workings the world 
and the individual soul corresponds 
man’s dual needs and aspirations, com- 
posed body and soul. Religion 
calls for the service the whole man, 
mind, heart, will, feelings, affections, and 
emotions. reject, minimize apolo- 
gize for the baroque is, according Mr. 
Watkin, “to reject, minimize, apologize 
for the entire devotion and culture 
Catholicism.” 


Balance Liturgy 


Although the baroque accordance 
with Catholic thought, dogma, and doc- 
trine and harmony with man’s two- 
fold nature, lurks danger. Unless 
controlled, balanced, and tempered, the 
baroque the spiritual realm, well 
art, easily leads delirium excess, 
where emotionalism and sentimentality 
play havoc with sublime spiritual realities. 
life the Church. The liturgy, center- 
ing, does baroque spirituality, around 
the person Christ, enables man draw 
strength and vitality from His divinity. 
While allowing scope the feelings and 
emotions, the liturgy controls man’s inner 
and outer dynamic movements towards 
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more perfect synthesis the higher and 
lower faculties and gradual transcen- 
dence, which eventually destroys egoism, 
the reverent and jubilant realization: 


“In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was God and the Word was 
made flesh.” 


May Saints Heroes Children 


Lawrence 


all baseball conscious people 

the vicinity Greater Kansas City 
the year 1955 was auspicious one. 
For the first time the lifetime most 
sports-minded citizens Kansas City was 
represented Major League ball 
club. During the course the season 
two the players became very popular 
with the supporters the team: one was 
fine Catholic, graduate St. Ambrose 
College Iowa; the other was older 
player known for his competitive spirit. 
Not long after the end the season the 
newspapers carried story about the 
fourth marriage the second mentioned 
ball player. The example set this 
man for the youth whom was 
hero was not high moral tone. 
fact his matrimonial escapades caused 
much concern thinking, diligent par- 
ents. 

Educators and psychologists agree that 
every adolescent boy and girl has deep- 
seated tendency hero worship. 
well recognize this trend young 
people and use for the best results. 
the hero all man the heroine 
all woman, the effects are likely 
good. 

might well define hero. 
Viewed from one aspect, hero one 
who may used stimulus for imita- 
tion because has striven extend the 
sphere good upon earth. Persons set 
heroes must have all the attributes 
which the name implies they are 
qualify strict sense. Certain heroes, 
however, are often selected highlight 
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particular qualities. For example, the 
abnegation St. Francis Xavier, the 
perseverance Louis Pasteur, and the 
mon bond among all heroes and heroines 
the foremost desire extend the 
sphere good upon earth, each accord- 
ing his gifts. 

with sentence movie stars and athletes 
models for imitation. Worthy 
classified hero was the late Lou 
Gehrig the New York Yankees. This 
man was excellent example reliabili- 
and nobility mind. After many 
seasons the first baseman the famed 
Yanks, Mr. Gehrig, was stricken with 
form poliomyelitis which 
baseball days. Warned his doctor 
that his life was near its end, spent 
his last year counselor youth. 
Today fund has been raised combat 
that form malady known “Gehrig’s 
disease.” 

Irene Dunne, Hollywood fame, 
widely recognized because her cinema 
and stage work. also known that 
she engages many forms Catholic 
Action and that the University Notre 
Dame awarded her the Laetare Medal 
some few years ago. This excellent Cath- 
olic wife and mother may well serve 
model for young people who plan 
theatrical career. 

Contemporary persons may singled 
out examples heroes and heroines. 
Care, however, should exercised the 
choice present-day men and women 
heroes and heroines since they have yet 
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stand the test time. This concern 
about future betrayal not disturbing 
factor when the saints are chosen 
models. They have departed from the 
Church Militant and now enjoy member- 
ship the Church Triumphant. Their 
battle won; their good thing accom- 
plished. 

question may arise when one thinks 
saints heroes and this inquiry does 
not concern their ability serve 
heroes children but rather with the 
possibility that they may lack populari- 
ty. All too frequently parents and teach- 
ers stress the extraordinary virtues the 
saints but neglect the delightful, human 
lives these people. difficult for 
adolescent establish kinship with 
someone who seems unreal. The writers 
and teachers hagiography must forsake 
the pietistic view for the fire and spirit- 
uality reality. the saints are in- 
terest young people, they must remain 
the natural surroundings which God 
placed them. the saints are not 
popular heroes today, the fault lies, 
part, with the family and the school. 
The saints provide the material, but 
cannot expect God apply some 
deus machina fashion. those 
charge children given the problem 
skillfully leading them recognize 
the saints the heroes God. 

Young people, and the older ones too 
who like read, are not finding many 
heroes the popular best sellers. Critics 
assert that the heroes present-day fic- 
tion merely drift with the tide events. 
Such writing far from inspirational. 
How refreshing find real life heroine 
such the Catholic nurse, the “Angel 
Dienbienphu”! This lady 
star. Yet her heroism was highlighted 
for the world few days. the saints 
the reader catches glimpse lifetime 
which serves example and star 
that can elevate any wagon hitched it. 

The teacher and the home can probably 


put good use the biographies the 
saints. Today, fortunately, there are 
many good hagiographies suitable for all 
ages and for all tastes. popularize 
the saints not job which can done 
word mouth alone, except the 
case the younger children. Adolescents 
enjoy such books Little St. Elizabeth 
Sandberg, and God’s Troubadour 
Sophie Jewett. 

view the shortage heroes 
popular fiction and the many movie stars 
and ball players with feet clay, parents 
and teachers probably should redouble 
their efforts lead young people con- 
sider the saints heroes. How exciting 
youth should the story Catherine 
Tekakwitha! The diligent workers be- 
half sainthood for this Indian maiden 
are hoping for achievement soon. The 
children will see the appropriateness 
the United States having its the 
just Mexico has its Juan 
Diego. Both these saintly young 
people were Indian blood, fact which 
shows that holiness within the reach 
all, regardless race color. Both 
Tekakwitha and Diego are worthy exam- 
ples the humble and hidden life which 
the world does not value her heroes 
but which God values. such persons 
are singled out the Church serve 
models edification, why then should 
they not presented young people? 
Parents and teachers are doing good work 
this respect; good work that can 
done better, not kind but degree. 
necessary here increase our 
emphasis. 

placing before young people the 
saints heroes will well present 
balance, representing men and women, 
religious and laity, virgins and family 
people. Children should know the 
many roads salvation. Many them 
will later earn their heaven members 
the married state. The array saints 
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for youth might include such saints 
Jane Frances Chantal. This woman 
was excellent wife whose sense humor 
relieved the stress and strain every- 
day married life. For young boys St. 
John Berchmans, patron the altar 
boys, hero who will remembered. 
was not great saint active 
way but young saint who may well serve 
model for young men. This saint 
has always been model and hero 
the present writer who can recall clearly 
even today the invocation John Berch- 
mans which was recited all meetings 


Motherhouse 


details involved with transplant- 
ing family Benedictine fami- 
one hundred and fifty strong with 
its roots, sentiments, and accoutermenis 
will long remembered the Benedic- 
tine Sisters Oklahoma. October 
11, 1955, the motherhouse was 
from Guthrie, Oklahoma, Tulsa. The 
move had been anticipated for some years 
and was finally decided upon monas- 
cic chapter meeting held April, 1955. 
was some months, however, before 
word came from Rome giving approval 
the proposed change the location 
the mocherhouse. 

Preceded large and well-packed 
moving van, Sister Mary Magdalen, Sis- 
ter Fredericka, Sister Hilda, Sister Mary 
Gregory, and the novices made the trip 
from Guthrie join Reverend Mother 
Paula, the postulants, and the other Sis- 
ters who had already taken residence 
the new home. The former Par- 
riott home, located 2216 East Thirtieth 
Street, Tulsa, has been converted into 
convent. 

The new St. Joseph Convent was bless- 
the Most Reverend McGuin- 
ness, bishop Tulsa and Oklahoma City, 
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altar boy servers. 
The saints heaven today were earth’s 


teachers, and educators, fail hold 
the saints heroes, are overlook- 
ing opportunity and very real values— 
the one value God Himself, which the 
saints heaven have won. this 
our aim and goal for the youth entrusted 
our care, should introduce them 
the heroic saints. Indeed the saints, 
well athletes and movie stars, may 
become heroes our children. 


and College Move 


November 27, 1955. The following 
day the Sisters held informal reception 
and received more than 5,000 visitors. 
The clausura was officially closed the day 
following the open house. Since that 
time number distinguished guests 
have visited the convent; among them 
were the Most Reverend Stephen 
Leven, the Right Reverend Stephen 
Schappler, O.S.B., the Right Reverend 
Philip Berning, O.S.B., the Reverend 
Hugh Farrington, O.S.B., the Very Rever- 
end Pius Barth, O.F.M., the Reverend 
Placidus (Max) Jordan, O.S.B., Sister 
Madaleva, C.S.C., and Dr. Roy De- 
ferrari. 

The Sisters St. Joseph Convent, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, are privileged have 
their chaplain the Right Reverend 
Archabbot Ignatius Esser, O.S.B., recent- 
retired archabbot St. Meinrad’s 
Archabbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana. Father 
Abbot also conducts classes philosophy, 
sacred psalmody, and religion for the 
novices and gives conferences the 
Holy Rule the entire community 
every two weeks. 

Preceding the motherhouse move 
about six weeks was the transfer the 
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college, Benedictine Heights, from Guth- 
rie Tulsa. While its own building 
under construction, the college using 
the facilities Monte Cassino, acade- 
conducted the Benedictine Sisters 
Tulsa. Changes the administration 
staff the college have recently been 
announced. The new president Dr. 
Paul Ketrick, formerly head the de- 
partment English the graduate 
school St. John’s University, Brooklyn, 
New York. Dr. Ketrick also served for 
several years president Loretto 
Heights College, Denver, 
president Benedictine Heights College, 
succeeds that office Dr. Thomas 
Greenburg, who was instrumental per- 
suading the college move from Guthrie 
Tulsa. Dr. Greenburg has returned 
Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, 
Texas, where formerly served 
administrative capacity. 

Other officers administration the 
new Benedictine Heights College are Sis- 


ter Juliana, dean women, Sister Mary 
Edward, dean studies, and Sister 
Scholastica, registrar. 

the new college building nears its 
completion and with the student enroll- 
ment tripled since the move Tulsa, 
Benedictine Heights College looks with 
confidence toward the future. Okla- 
homa’s only Catholic college, offers 
liberal arts education both men and 
women the state. Highlighting the 
activities the college this summer the 
fact that the Catholic University 
America, Washington, D.C., has opened 
its Tulsa branch Benedictine Heights 
College. Graduate courses English 
and education are being offered this sum- 
mer. Another special feature the 
present summer session are the work- 
shops drama and journalism. Sister 
Mary Immaculata charge the 
workshop drama and Sister Jane Marie 
conducts the journalism workshop. 


FAMILY CONCFPT BENEDICTINE LIFE 


(Continued from page nine) 


excellence his family character. 
cannot expect sum the Benedictine 
character the limits any particular 
type; need pattern which all 
types would fit, types capable change 
and naturally adaptable. Cannot family 
include itself many types? remains 
family whether the home farm- 
simple family highly cultured one, 
whatever its race, its civilization its 
historical setting. Benedictine can 
preacher without having one. 
can become missionary, teacher, 
artist, scientist without being bound 
any these pursuits. 

The Benedictine monastery itself cor- 
responds this pattern life. Its na- 


ture can hardly defined mere tech- 
nical terms. not aristocracy nor 
nor limited monarchy, although con- 
tains some elements each these forms. 
One might describe the monastic insti- 
tution theocracy, that is, institu- 
tion ruled God, provided the accepted 
use the term did not make the term 
inaccurate this instance. Instead 
falling back some ready-made formula 
sum our definition, must rather 
gather the various traits the Rule 
clarify it. 

The abbot elected the free choice 
the members the monastic family. 
After his election, however, master 
and father. more important affairs, 
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however, the abbot obliged seek the 
counsel the brethren; less important 
matters, must take counsel with the 
seniors. the Benedictine form gov- 
ernment unity authority coming from 
above wonderfully blended with initi- 
ative coming from the brethren. The 
abbot should open the counsel all, 
because God often reveals the right course 
the younger; but, the other hand, 
the community should leave the decision 
the abbot. the world would judge, 
the community can scarcely said 
have any real rights. But here rights are 
judged differently. God’s will do- 
minates the whole scene. The monks 
the election abbot are not 
influenced their choice their own 
private interests; nor may they band 
together put man their own in- 
terests; rather, all must choose him, 
whom under God, they consider the best 
fitted for the office. 

The abbot also under obligation; 
his ordinances the deciding factor not 
what can but what for the best 
interests his subjects. The final 
guarantee that the forces the communi- 
will rightfully directed lies faith, 
the individual conscience, and the 
force God’s moral obligations. 
fact, what other foundation could 
religious society based? Without such 
assurance all human contracts would col- 
lapse. 

This consideration reveals again the 
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simplicity and rudimental character 
the Benedictine life. broad enough 
express itself multitude forms, 
yet its adaptability warrants its durabili- 
ty. true that the modern Bene- 
dictine community differs widely its 
outward forms and activities from the 
primitive community Monte Cassino, 
the monasteries feudal times, the 
mighty abbeys the Renaissance, then 
may also true that monasteries 
hundred two hundred years hence may 
differ from those today. The deeper 
forces underlying these changes, how- 
ever, remain constant. 

Something else which makes for the 
lasting character Benedictine life 
that the pattern its life closely akin 
the life the Church. the Church, 
the monastic life, the ideas 
paternity and fraternity are basic con- 
cepts. The bishops and the pope are 
the recognized fathers God’s family. 
This family character not evident 
the Church large, dealing does 
with millions Catholics, the case 
small religious family. But either 
this nearness the sources humanity, 
and her fostering care for everything 
that good and living, that the life force 
Church, the monastery, God’s grace 
hand pouring out among its mem- 
bers the gifts the Holy Spirit. 
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With Other Benedictine Sisters 


Benet Lake, 


Reception and profession ceremonies 
were held May with the Right Rev. 
Richard Felix, O.S.B., officiating. New 
novices are Sister Mary Veronica (Miss 
Rose McGarty, Providence, R.I.) and 
Sister Theresa Marie (Miss Gertrude 
Nenoff, Baltimore, Md.). Those who 
made triennial vows were Sister Mary 
Lawrence Connors, Columbus, Ohio; 
Sister Helen Marie Lee, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Sister Jean Marie Dahlquist, Knox- 
ville, Tenn.; Sister Mary Jerome McDad, 
Donegal, Ireland; and Sister Mary Car- 
men Cruz, Caguas, P.R. 


BETHLEHEM, CONNECTICUT 


The Very Rev. Damasus Winzen, 
S.B., prior Mount Saviour, Elmira, 
Y., presided the solemn investiture 
Sister Miriam February that 
evening received Sister Miriam’s father 
secular oblate novice. 

Laetare Sunday, March 11, Sister 
Stephen and Sister Agnes made tempora- 
vows. The perpetual profession 
our first oblate Sister, Sister Maria Joseph, 
took place April tempo- 
rary profession ceremony was held 
June the feast the Sacred Heart, 
when Sister Gertrude was admitted 
vows. 

The Rev. Emmanuel Breuvery, S.J., 
head the Atomic Commission the 
United Nations, was celebrant for our 
Holy Week ceremonies. The Rev. John 
Mason, O.S.B., chaplain the Carmel 
Flemington, N.J., also took part. 
Other Benedictine visitors were the Rev. 
Bernard O’Dea, subprior Glenstal, Ire- 


land, and Dom Benoit Legrain Saint 
Benoit-sur-Loire, who sang solemn high 
Mass the feast the Ascension. 


Bismarck, 


Nine postulants took part the De- 
cember ceremony the motherhouse 
chapel. The Right Rev. Cuthbert Goeb, 
O.S.B., gave each candidate copy the 
Holy Rule, breviary, and Benedictine 
medal. Sister Marilyn Sieloff mistress 
postulants. 

Blueprints and architects’ meetings 
have marked the past few months, 
hoped that the construction per- 
manent motherhouse can soon begin. 
the Architectural Record for April, ar- 
cicle Marcel Breuer describes his plans 
for the convent and school. 

Religious vacation classes are held 
some forty parishes the Bismarck 
diocese. Sisters from St. Benedict’s Pri- 
ory will take several these, thanks 
Mother Richarda the Convent St. 
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minn., who with 
Mother Loraine St. Paul’s Priory paid 
short visit the Bismarck community 
April 26-27. 

Father Adalbert St. Meinrad’s Arch- 
abbey retreat master for three summer 
retreats. will also give series lec- 
tures the Sisters Bismarck for 
studies. 


Bristow, VIRGINIA 


The Sisters the community and the 
Linton Hall cadets participated 
Eastern Rite Mass celebrated the 
Rev. Frederick Wilcock, S.J., January. 

April transferred feast the An- 
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nunciation, Sister Mary Benedict Kesock 
pronounced triennial vows. Two post- 
tulants were invested with the habit. 
They are Sister Mary Augustine Char- 
lottesville, Va., and Sister Mary Peter 
New York City. The Right Rev. Charles 
Coriston, abbot St. Paul’s 
Abbey, Newton, officiated. 

April ground was broken for the 
construction gymnasium for Linton 
Hall Military School. 

The Most Rev. Peter Ireton, bishop 
Richmond, blessed the new wing 
St. Gertrude’s High School and Convent 
Richmond, Va., May 11. 

Sisters the community weekly 
the following places give catechetical 
instructions: Warrenton, Culpepper, Vint 
Hall, Fairfax, and Fort Myer, all 
Virginia. 

The Rev. Bruno McAndrew St. An- 
selm’s Priory, Washington, D.C., con- 
ducted the annual retreat June 17-23. 


Cuicaco, 


Sister Dolores Schorsch and her brother, 
the Rev. Alexander Schorsch, C.M., 
have completed the revision the 
High Priest, Guidebook and Workbook 
Four the Jesu-Maria Course Religion. 
Published the Archdiocese Chicago 
School Board, the books are now ready 
for distribution. 

Fourteen Sisters are enrolled theol- 
ogy courses this summer. 
Loretto Heights College are Sister Alber- 
tine, Sister Stephanie, Sister Anthony, 
Sister Scholastica, Sister Pancration, Sis- 
ter Mary Bede, Sister Eileen, Sister Mary 
Robert; St. Joseph’s College, Indiana, 
Sister Pierre Marie and Sister Mercedes. 
Four Sisters will complete their work 
theology: Sister Margaret Mary and Sis- 
ter Mary Louise, St. Mary’s College, 
Notre Dame, Ind.; Sister Catherine and 
Sister Judith, St. Xavier’s College, Chi- 
cago. 
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Resuming their studies science and 
philosophy, stagecraft, and art Notre 
Dame University are Sister Walburg, Sis- 
ter Estelle, and Sister Francesca. Sister 
Mary James and Sister Mary David will 
enter the graduate school education 
Creighton University, Omaha, Nebr. 

Sister Anselma again the faculty 
the Catholic University America, 
Washington, D.C., where she will conduct 
courses special methods teaching the 
blind, and the techniques reading 
and writing braille. Sister Winifred and 
Sister Josepha will take advanced courses 
education for the visually hadicapped. 

Sister Aurelia and Sister Suzanne will 
participate two-weeks course Out- 
door Education Camp Sagawau, Le- 
mont, June The camp con- 
ducted under the auspices the Chicago 
Catholic Science Teachers Association 
cooperation with St. Mary’s College, 
Winona, Minn., and the Forest Preserve 
District Cook County. 

Several Sisters have recently been call- 
upon speak Catholic groups 
the city. Sister Mercedes addressed the 
Holy Name Father-Daughter Communion 
Breakfast group St. Hilary’s Church, 
March 11, when she analyzed the three- 
fold office Christian fatherhood de- 
rived from Pope Pius XI’s encyclical 
the Christian Education Youth. Sister 
Mary Paul gave talk religious voca- 
tion the Serra Club, Queen All Saints 
Church, March recent meeting 
the Catholic Principals Associ- 
ation, Sister Catherine led one the 
panel discussions the Christian concept 
authority. 


Eight postulants were invested with the 
habit February 11. Three more com- 
menced their novitiate Trinity Sun- 
day, May 27. The latter group repre- 
sent the dioceses San Diego, Chicago, 
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and Brooklyn. the same day, the 
profession perpetual vows was made 
Sister Mary Stephen Ostertag 
Louisville, Ky.; Sister Bernard Vidal 
Tucson, Ariz.; Sister Pascaline Coff St. 
Louis, Mo.; Sister Florietta Thompson 
Pueblo, Colo.; and Sister Philip Neville 
Grand Island, Nebr. The Most Rev. 
John Cody, apostolic administrator 
and ordinary the diocese St. Joseph, 
officiated. 

the previous afternoon, His Excel- 
lency performed the solemn rite con- 
secration the new Mount Calvary 
cemetery, and blessed the large Calvary 
group and stone altar which dominates 
the cemetery. New markers granite 
have been erected all the graves, 118 
number. 

Sister Flora Schuster was appointed 
mistress novices the beginning 
April. 

The two Handmaids the Precious 
Blood from Jemez Springs, N.Mex., who 
made their novitiate our convent 
request their ordinary, completed their 
year April 29, and made profession 
triennial vows the private chapel 
Archbishop Byrne, Santa Fe, Mex., 
May two, Mother Dolorosa 
has assumed the office superior the 
newly-founded community, and Sister 
Mary Joseph has been appointed mistress 
novices. 

The six-weeks course Scripture con- 
ducted the Very Rev. Conrad Louis, 
O.S.B., St. Meinrad’s Archabbey last 
summer, will supplemented another 
six-weeks session during June and July. 
Tape recordings last summer’s course 
have made possible for the Sisters 
the four dependent priories share 
the conferences. 

St. Benedict’s Craft Shop, for ceramic 
work and other crafts, has been fitted 
and will provide outlet for various 
talents, well additional means 
support. 


new booklet for children, entitled 
Little Peter, was recently added our 
list publications. 

The Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., 
National Director the Work the En- 
thronement, gave stimulating talk 
the community, April 20, the progress 
the work the United States. ex- 
pressed appreciation for the active co- 
operation given our communities 
local centers the Enthronement and 
Night Adoration. 

Negotiations were completed the 
General Council May which 
gift property and building near San 
Jacinto, Calif., were accepted new 
Benedictine Convent Perpetual Adora- 
tion and Aspirancy. sixth founda- 
tion being made possible through the 
generosity layman and the Most 
Rev. Charles Buddy, bishop San 
Diego. The new convent will dedicat- 
St. Benedict. 


The three hospitals conducted the 
Benedictine Sisters Covington are the 
recipients awards from the Ford Foun- 
dation January. Mount Mary Hospi- 
tal, Hazard, Ky., received $59,000; Santa 
Hospital, Junta, Colo., $12,200; 
and St. Joseph Hospital, Florence, Colo., 
$10,000. 

Mother Paula and Mother Dolores, 
visitators for the Congregation St. 
Scholastica, were welcomed St. Wal- 
burg Convent, March 1-4. 

the annual convention the Ken- 
tucky Hospital Association, held Lex- 
ington, April 2-9, Sister Gabriel, ad- 
ministrator Mount Mary Hospital, 
Hazard, was elected vice-president the 
Diocesan Kentucky Conference Cath- 
olic Hospitals, and the quarterly meet- 
ing the Eastern Kentucky Hospital 
Conference, she was elected president 
that association. 
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Sister Irmina, member the Ful- 
bright Scholarship Committee, attended 
scholarship discussion the University 
Kentucky, Lexington, April 

Prayers are requested for the repose 
the soul Sister Mary Jerome Macran- 
der, who died April She had been 
member the community since 1932. 

Sister Bernardine contributed paper 
“Ancient Modernity: Quintilian” 
the Foreign Language Conference held 
the University Kentucky April 26-28. 
She was accompanied Sister Julitta. 

The Most Rev. William Mulloy, 
bishop Covington, presided the 
ground-breaking ceremonies for the new 
academy Villa Madonna, May 18. 
The present academy building will 
used for grade-school pupils. 

the June graduation exercises, Sister 
Martina received master arts degree 
sociology from the Catholic University 
America, and Sister Valeria and Sister 
Juanita their bachelor degrees from Villa 
Madonna College Covington. 


MINNESOTA 


The new St. John’s Hospital Brower- 
ville, Minn., was dedicated February 
the Most Rev. Peter Bartholome, 
bishop St. Cloud. Besides this hospi- 
tal, the motherhouse Mount St. Bene- 
dict conducts three other hospitals, three 
high schools, seventeen grade schools, and 
home for the aged. 

addition St. Mary’s Hospital 
Detroit Lakes, Minn., under way. 
Plans include doubling the capacity the 
hospital and adding chapel, labora- 
tories, and surgical facilities. 


ALABAMA 


Sister Benedicta Karter, who was 
warded Fulbright scholarship, now 
France for eight-week seminar. One 
thirty recipients this award, she 
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took steamship passage from New York 
June 22, beginning preliminary work 
the language route. group 
Cullman business men presented Sister 
Benedicta with purse defray the cost 
her trip and from France. 

The Benedictine Sisters Alabama are 
availing themselves the privilege the 
Consecration Virgins. The first group 
consecrated, the Sisters stationed 
the motherhouse, went through the cere- 
mony the Sunday after Easter. Two 
ceremonies this summer will held for 
those who were mission during the 
year. One these took place June 
11, and the other will take place August. 

The Most Rev. Toolen, D.D., 
archbishop Mobile, celebrated pon- 
tifical high Mass Sacred Heart Chapel 
June 14, commemorate the jubilee 
observance ten Sisters. Sisters Mary 
Magdalene Herzog and Luitgarde Peters 
are golden jubilarians and the following 
count twenty-five years since religious 
profession: Sister Eulalia McCormick, 
Sister Mary Frances Crawford, Sister 
Mary Catherine Flynn, Sister Martina 
Schaefers, Sister Martha Dowd, Sister 
Cornelia Beckman, Sister Fidelis Miller, 
and Sister Mary Wilfred Huettel. 

Sister Mary Raymond Sachse made 
triennial vows Sacred Heart Chapel 
June 17. 


MINNESOTA 


The gift the Sellwood mansion 
the Benedictine Sisters Duluth was 
announced the early part the year. 
will put several uses. Resident 
students Stanbrook Hall High School 
will live there during the coming year, 
commuting and from school bus. 
The alumnae the College St. Scho- 
lastica will hold special meetings and 
social functions the large drawing room. 
carriage house will converted into 
music conservatory, having private 
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studios and recital hall. 

The Sisters charge Cathedral 
School Duluth were praised for their 
safe removal the students from the 
burning school January 25. After 
this incident, Mother Martina had the 
fourth floor St. Ann’s Home for the 
Aged evacuated because fire hazard. 

Custodians’ Workshop for Sisters 
and employees Benedictine hospitals, 
schools, and guest homes the Duluth 
diocese was held the College St. 
Scholastica February. 

March, generous grants were made 
the Ford Foundation the College 
St. Scholastica and St. Mary’s Hospi- 
tal, Duluth; Hibbing General Hospital, 
Hibbing; St. Joseph’s Hospital, Brainerd; 
and Miner’s Hospital, Crosby. 
generous gift was also made the col- 
lege the Minnesota College Fund Asso- 
ciation during the year. 

Television Workshop conducted this 
year the college under the direction 
KDAL-TV has given students oppor- 
tunity receive instruction the tele- 
vision studio all phases television, 
and participate telecasts. Sister 
Annella, chairman the speech depart- 
ment, wrote one the plays which was 
produced members the workshop 
January 15. collaboration with 
the workshop, Sister Noemi made half- 
hour movie life the college, which 
appeared over KDAL-TV with live nar- 
ration. 

Sister Verona, who took office vice- 
president the college January, has 
been active public relations. One 
her significant works has been the revi- 
sion the pilot program for lay teachers. 
being offered under the new title, 
Emergency Teacher Program Elementa- 
Education. Average students who can 
present minimum sixty semester 
hours credit two years junior col- 
lege are eligible under this program. 
This teacher-internship program covers 


two years and three summer sessions. 

Young women interested religious 
life were guests the diocese Duluth 
the College St. Scholastica for Vo- 
cation Day May 20. More than twen- 
religious orders were invited par- 
ticipate. 

St. Mary’s Hospital, completion 
the chronic illness and psychiatric unit 
under construction since June, 1954, was 
marked May. This four-story struc- 
ture, built St. Louis County with the 
aid Hill-Burton funds, has one hundred 
beds for the chronically ill and thirty-four 
beds for psychiatric patients. Bene- 
dictine Sisters will operate the chronic 
illness and psychiatric unit integral 
part St. Mary’s under long-term lease 
from the county. St. Mary’s has given 
care the mentally ill for more than 
twenty years. 

Sisters who have teaching assignments 
other colleges are Sister Joselyn, Alber- 
tus Magnus College, New Haven, Conn.; 
Sister Aloyse, Sisters College the Servite 
Sisters, Ladysmith; Sister Rosalia and 
Sister James Marie, Holy Angels Con- 
vent, Jonesboro, Ark.; Sister Bernard and 
Sister Marie Therese, Nazareth Convent, 
Superior, Wis. Sister Mary Patrick will 
conduct Cooks’ Workshop Holy An- 
gels Convent Jonesboro. 

Sister Verona and Sister Mary Jude 
will represent the college the annual 
workshop sponsored jointly the Uni- 
versity Minnesota and the North Cen- 
tral Association, June July 

The first annual retreat was conducted 
the Rev. Terrence Stanton, O.S.B., 
Marmion Abbey. During the summer, 
the Rev. Jerome Docherty, O.S.B., 
Australia, will conduct daily class the 
psalms and give weekly conference 
the Sisters. 


Eau 


The hospital conducted the Bene- 
dictine Sisters Durand was recipient 
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$13,300 from the Ford Foundation. 

Mother Rosamund and Mother Lor- 
raine conducted visitation the Convent 
March 7-11. Mother Richarda, Mother 
President the Congregation St. Be- 
nedict, came St. Bede’s for the closing 
session. 

Sisters appointed faculties various 
colleges for the summer are follows: 
Sister Alicene and Sister Claire, College 
St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minn. Sister 
Mary Bride, Cardinal Stritch College, 
Chicago; Sister Janet, College St. 
Scholastica, Duluth, Minn.; Sister Mary 
Magdalen, College St. Benedict, St. 
Joseph, Minn. With each these in- 
structors assigned one more student 
Sisters. 

During June, more than forty Sisters 
served sixteen missions the diocese 
teaching the religious vacation schools. 


FERDINAND, INDIANA 


Epiphany the Convent the Im- 
maculate Conception was celebrated most 
solemnly. After First Vespers, the bless- 
ing the Epiphany water followed, 
well the blessing food according 
the ancient custom. The feast itself be- 
gan with solemn Lauds, Prime, and the 
Communion Mass. 
Solemn Tierce, High Mass, and Sext, the 
clergy and acolytes blessed the buildings 
and grounds. 

January was marked the dedica- 
tion the addition the hospital 
Huntingburg, Ind., the Most Rev. 
Henry bishop Evans- 
ville. Among the clergy present was the 
Right Rev. Bonaventure Knaebel, O.S. 
B., archabbot St. Meinrad’s. 

Because the illness Sister Frederi- 
ca, Mother Clarissa appointed Sister 
Thomas principal the St. Ferdinand 
High School. 

February Sister Magdalen died, 
after many years service the com- 
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munity. 

Thirteen postulants were clothed the 
habit May Bishop Grimmels- 
mann. One the number from Ken- 
tucky; the other twelve are natives 
Indiana. 

full summer session being conduct- 
St. Benedict’s Normal, and num- 
ber Sisters are attending classes else- 
where. Eleven are the University 
Notre Dame, six the Catholic Universi- 
America, three St. Louis Universi- 
ty, two Rosary College, two St. 
Xavier Cincinnati, and four Indiana 
State Terre Haute. 

Sisters the communtiy have been 
conducting Confraternity Christian 
Doctrine classes catechetical work 
prepare lay teachers for this field. Eleven 
Sisters have been assigned implement 
this effort Evansville during the sum- 
mer. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


The Sisters St. Scholastica Convent 
have been enrolled associate members 
the Confraternity Christian Doc- 
trine. Since St. Scholastica Academy 
charge all Confraternity correspon- 
dence courses for grade and high-school 
pupils the diocese, and since many 
the Sisters also teach Saturday religion 
classes and religious vacation schools, 
was fitting that all the members enjoy 
the spiritual benefits granted associate 
members. 

May special Confraternity pro- 
gram was given for the Sisters the 
motherhouse. Sister Benedict Marie, 
Sister Norbert, and Sister Consuella pre- 
sented panel outlining the six divisions 
the Confraternity Christian Doc- 
trine. Sister Benita, who was charge 
the program, gave the history the 
Confraternity and explained the ad- 
vantages being associate member. 

Reverend Mother Jane Frances was 
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one the eleven Arkansas representa- 
tives invited attend the Commission 
Teacher Education and Professional 
Standards which met Kansas City 
January. 

Sister Clarine, chant mistress, has been 
appointed member the Commission 
Music for the diocese Little Rock. 

the convention the National Cath- 
olic Hospital Association recently held 
Milwaukee, Sister Columba collaborat- 
with Sister Rita Rose, O.P., giving 
report the activities the Arkansas 
Hospital Association. Sister Columba 
charge St. Mary’s Hospital Der- 
mott, Arkansas. Sister Rita Rose repre- 
senced the hospital staffed the Domini- 
can Sisters Rogers, Arkansas. 

The five hospitals conducted the 
Sisters St. Scholastica Convent receiv- 
total nearly $100,000 from the 
Ford Foundation disbursements last win- 
ter. 

Summer courses the motherhouse 
will begin June 26. addition teach- 
ers from the community, this year’s 
faculty will again include the Rev. Giles 
Zaramella, Conception Abbey, 
the Rev. Michael Marx St. John’s 
Abbey, and Sister Pierre Cavanaugh 
Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, Kans. 


Kansas City, Missouri 


The priests the city have been com- 
ing great numbers their monthly 
Holy Hour, conducted the chaplain, 
the Rev. Hugh Farrington, Con- 
ception Abbey. 

During the past months the altar bread 
department has been enlarged enclos- 
ing the adjacent area, and the installment 
new equipment. This includes four 
large bakers, two mixers, and two new 
multiple cutters which stamp out twenty 
small breads one stroke. Orders for 
altar breads during Lent far exceeded 
those any preceding year. 


Sister Mary Michaele Grawe observed 
her Golden Jubilee profession March 
10, but the liturgical celebration was de- 
ferred Easter Monday. The Most 
Rev. Edwin O’Hara, bishop Kansas 
City, Mo., offered pontifical high Mass 
and received the renewal vows. 

April Sister Eucharia was appoint- 
subprioress, replacing Sister Flora who 
received the appointment mistress 
novices the motherhouse Clyde, Mo. 

Friends the community have donat- 
forty-five-inch statue the Infant 
Prague and the means for the renova- 
tion the chapel dedicated His honor, 
adjoining the Adoration Chapel. Two 
artist Sisters from the motherhouse decor- 
ated the walls and ceiling preparation 
for the blessing May 

new shrine St. Benedict, erected 
the grounds west the chapel, was 
blessed the third Sunday May. 
The Rev. Hugh Farrington, O.S.B., chap- 
lain, conducted the procession and other 
ceremonies. 


The retreat work begun the Bene- 
dictine Sisters February this year 
has offered the Catholic lay women 
the Madison area opportunities for both 
week-end retreats and days recollec- 
tion. Located beyond the city limits, 
the convent provides the peaceful at- 
mosphere for prayer and spiritual renewal. 
Among the priests who have conducted 
the retreats are numbered Benedictines, 
Carmelites, Capuchins, Jesuits, Domini- 
cans, Redemptorists, and diocesan priests. 


Mexico Mexico 


Two postulants received the habit 
January from the Most Rev. Alonzo 
Escalante, M.M., titular bishop Sora. 
They were Miss Josephine Markiewicz 
Kansas City, Kans., Sister John Marie; 
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and Miss Joan St. Charles Boston, 
Mass., Sister Mary Benedict. 

Sister Simone Watson, Sister Mary Car- 
man Marshall, Sister Mechtild Swearin- 
gen, and Sister Scholastica Crowley at- 
cended two-week workshop for teachers 
English Mexico, January 16-27. The 
Mexicano-Norteamericano Relaciones 
Culturales, was study techniques and 
methods for teaching English foreign 
language. 

Granted leave absence February 
from regular teaching assignments 
Colegio Guadalupe, Sister Gertrude Musi, 
Sister Mary Nazareth Kuri, and Sister 
Teresita Mejia became students the 
Normal School Colegio Hispano- 
Americano. 

May Sister Victorine Knoebber 
was elected delegate the community 
accompany Mother Mildred the 
General Chapter held Lisle, June 
19-21. 

For the first time its history St. Be- 
nedict’s Convent celebrated the feast 
Corpus Christi with outdoor proces- 
sion. The officiating clergy were the 
Very Rev. Raphael Haller, O.S.B., prior, 
and the members the Tepeyac Priory. 

Sister Rita Pasten made triennial vows 
June with the Very Rev. Canon 
Ernesto Gomez Tagle presiding. 

Mother Mildred and Sister Victorine 
attended the fortieth anniversary festivi- 
ties held honor the ordination 
their brother, The Very Rev. Msgr. 
Knoebber St. Francis Convent, Neva- 
da, Mo., June 10. 


Mount ANGEL, 


Reverend Mother Gemma led panel 
formed junior Sister, novice, and 
postulant for the high school student 
body during vocation week. Each mem- 
ber the panel explained religious life 
her level, prefaced and followed 
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general principles Mother Gemma. 
The panel was well received that per- 
mission was obtained give again 
several nearby parish gatherings. 

The Oregon State Unemployment Com- 
pensation Commission administered 
battery nine aptitude tests the mem- 
bers the novitiate and juniorate. The 
purpose these tests indicate how 
utilize abilities more economically. 

the course the six weeks summer 
session Mt. Angel Women’s College, 
several workshops have been scheduled 
from June July 28. The Rev. 
James Koessler, O.S.B., will teach dog- 
matic theology, continuing five-summer 
sequence begun last summer. Dr. Lucille 
Hill Portland, Ore., will conduct 
series two-week workshops Health 
and Team Sports. Sister Jean Marie, 
O.S.B., archdiocesan director vacation 
and released-time catechetical work will 
charge the workshops elementa- 
methods. 

Serving the Oregon state evaluating 
committee, set for the purpose 
evaluating teacher-training programs dur- 
ing the past year, was Sister Alberta, dean- 
registrar Mt. Angel Women’s College. 
Sister Bernadette, education instructor, 
was elected the position secretary- 
treasurer the Oregon Education Asso- 
ciation Department Higher Education 
the annual meeting held March. 


About 185 persons from the Liberty- 
ville parish, which embraces the convent, 
the regular monthly Holy 
Hour March that time was 
decided make this weekly Family 
Holy Hour, kept every Sunday. 
Attendance steadily increasing. 

new driveway and enlarged parking 
space accommodate the large numbers 
who attend the Holy Hours the chapel 
was finished May. was financed 
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the clergy the archdiocese Chicago 
and the laity the vicinity the con- 
vent. 

The altar bread department was busy 
during Lent with the unusually large or- 
ders that poured in. The enthusiasm 
the laity participating the restored 
Holy Week observance was strikingly 
evidenced here. 


Mother Ricarda spoke luncheon 
meeting Delta Kappa Gamma, honora- 
teaching fraternity Western Reserve 
College Macomb, January 21. 
She presented the history and scope 
the White House Conference Educa- 
tion. 

January 25, the community observ- 
the nameday Mother Mary Paul, 
prioress. The occasion was marked 
the erection the statues Our Lady 
and St. Benedict, the work the Swiss 
sculptor, Willy Klopfenstein. 

Mother Mary Paul, Sister Philomena, 
and Sister Mary Jean attended the Mid- 
west Regional meeting the Sister 
Formation Conference held Munde- 
lein College, January 27-28. 

The Feast St. Benedict was made 
memorable this year the consecration 
the altar the new priory chapel. 
The Most Rev. William Cousins was 
the consecrator, with thirty members 
the clergy present. 

April the overpass from the priory 
lawn across the highway the first-floor 
entrance Benet Hall was begun. 
was blessed and first used May 18. 
This safeway will known the 
“Queen’s Highway.” 

The Nauvoo Historical Society conduct- 
tours important sites during the 
week May 13. The Icarian collection 
the priory foyer was viewed the 
guests, and also Mary Hall, built the 
Mormon arsenal and used the Icarians. 


NEBRASKA 


January was profession day for Sis- 
ter Rose, who made perpetual vows, and 
for Sister Marita, Sister Frances, and Sis- 
ter Mary Ann who made temporary 
vows. Very Rev. Thomas Allen, 
S.B., prior Mount Michael Monastery, 
was celebrant the Mass. 

February Sister Alberta, having 
completed her studies Creighton Uni- 
versity, left for Sacred Heart Hospital, 
Yankton, begin her year in- 
ternship laboratory technician. 

visit from Father Odo Peramiho 
March brought news from the Sisters 
who are working the heart Africa. 

All the junior Sisters were instructed 
catechetical methods Sister Ludo- 
vica Koch, who had studied under the 
direction Father Heeg, S.J., Creigh- 
ton University. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Sisters Mount St. Mary Convent 
were hostesses testimonial dinner held 
the Academy January honor 
the Very Rev. Msgr. Thomas Quigley, 
who retired from the office Diocesan 
Superintendent Catholic Schools after 
sixteen years service. Mother Dolores 
gave the address welcome, and Sister 
Bernarda, community supervisor 
schools, was one the seven speakers 
this occasion. 

March 13, Sisters and students 
assisted Mass the Byzantine rite. 
The Rev. John Martin, celebrant, was 
assisted group seminarians from 
the Byzantine Catholic Seminary 
Saints Cyril and Methodius, Pittsburgh. 


St. 


May feast St. Florian, the new 
power house campus the Convent 
St. Benedict was blessed. was nam- 
for St. Florian. 
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Sister Mariella will teach English 
Marylhurst College Marylhurst, Ore., 
this summer, while Sister Enid goes 
Mount St. Scholastica College, Atchison, 
Kans., teach philosophy; and Sister 
Andre Mount Mary College, Yankton, 
teach English. 

Thirteen Sisters the Convent St. 
Benedict will celebrate their Golden Jubi- 
lee and seven their Diamond Jubilee 
August 15. 

Easter Monday the ceremony 
the Consecration Virgins took place 
for the sixth time. date 315 Sisters 
have had the privilege consecration, 
and others may avail themselves the 
same privilege the near future. 

Six stipends for summer study science 
and mathematics were awarded Sisters 
from the Convent St. Benedict, three 
professors the college and three 
instructors the St. Cloud Cathedral 
High School. 

Sister Rogatia, professor chemistry, 
received award for special study the 
Oak Ridge Institute Nuclear Studies, 
and Sister Gonzaga, professor physics, 
received stipend for participation 
institute astronomy the Eau Claire 
State College and another attend the 
Institute Physics the University 
Wyoming, Laramie. These stipends and 
institutes are sponsored the National 
Science Foundation. 

Sister Pascal and Sister Evin received 
stipends for the institute for teachers 
physics and mathematics the Universi- 
Minnesota. Sister Francene has 
grant for participation the institute for 
the teaching chemistry St. Louis 
University, made available funds from 
the Pont Company. 

Sister Kristin was recently appointed 
the National Catholic Educational 
Association Committee the College and 
University Department the editorship 
the College 

The Catholic Press Association 
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America recently awarded Sister Mari- 
ella the distinction writing the best 
book review the year. Sister Mariella’s 
prize-winning review explored the poems 
Phyllis McGinley and appeared 
Today, January, 1955. 


San 


large group ex-service men came 
March for Mass and day recol- 
lection. Because lack space, they 
used nearby parish hall for the con- 
ferences, coming the chapel for visits 
and Benediction. fruit this day 
recollection regular monthly Holy 
Hour, which was inaugurated with fifty 
men attendance. 

interesting note that twelve 
hundred signatures visitors the 
chapel appeared the register during 
the past Lent. 

Many churches are furnished with 
liturgical vestments from the embroidery 
department, and more than thousand 
First Communion veils were prepared 
the Sisters. 


Sister Winifred conducted workshop 
for record room personnel May 14, 
with ten hospitals participating. 

meeting the State Board 
Nursing and Directors Schools Nurs- 
ing which met Brookings, Febru- 
ary 14-15, Sister Margaret Mary, educa- 
tional director St. John’s McNamara 
School Nursing, read paper 
“Equalizing the Instructional Hours 
the Three-Year Program” and particpiat- 
Efforts.” 

The Rev. Thomas Allen, Con- 
ception Abbey, was appointed chaplain 
St. Martin’s Convent replace the 
Rev. Gilbert Stack, O.S.B., who has been 
chaplain for the past eight years. 
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Sister Margaret Mary was appointed 
delegate large for South Dakota State 
Nurses association the biennial conven- 
tion the American Nurses association 


held Chicago, May 14-19. 


Tucson, 


January the regular monthly day 
recollection for group Vincentian 
Social Workers was well attended. 
March day recollection was held 
for the Tucson Council Catholic Nurses. 
day recollection was conducted 
Spanish for mixed group Palm Sun- 
day. 

Bishop Gercke presided the enroll- 
ment members the Eucharistic Guard 
Honor February and gave 
sermon. Seven the group had faith- 
fully kept the monthly Nocturnal Adora- 
tion for fifteen years. 

the same ceremony fifty new mem- 
bers were received into the Sentinels 
St. Gertrude (English-speaking women) 
and three this group received recogni- 
tion for fifteen years fidelity day- 
time adoration hours. April 24, the 
Spanish-speaking group, under the pa- 
tronage St. Teresa, received twelve 
new members, and two their number 
presented records fifteen years fideli- 
adoration the chapel. 


OKLAHOMA 


the West Central Regional Meeting 
the National Catholic Theater Con- 
ference held Omaha, Nebr., April, 
Sister Immaculata was named correspond- 
ing secretary for Oklahoma. this 
meeting she presented her students 
“The Ugly Duckling,” which won the top 
award the state. Sister Mary Mark 
accompanied her the meeting. 

Sister Mary Immaculata served 
judge and keynote speaker sectional 
meeting the Catholic Theater Confer- 


ence held Marymount College, Salina, 
Kans., and Sister Scholastica served 
judge the Seventh National Science 
Fair, May 10-12. 

Completed graduate programs brought 
master’s degrees two the community 
this year, Sister Jane Marie the field 
English and journalism, Marquette 
University, and Sister Mary Joachim 
the field library science, Rosary College. 

Popular speakers among the Sisters 
the community are Sister Jane Marie, 
who addressed the state meeting the 
National Council Catholic Women and 
the Retreat Leagues the subject 
religious vocation; Sister Mary Andrew, 
who spoke the Catholic woman the 
modern world breakfast meeting 
the Catholic Business and Professional 
Women’s Club; and Sister Mary Alice, 
who led panel current books the 
Catholic Daughters America annual 
Book Fair February. 

The annual Christmas retreat, the first 
the new motherhouse, was conducted 
the Rev. Amandus Venzio, O.S.B., 
temporarily stationed St. Gregory’s 
Abbey. Profession temporary vows 
followed this retreat when, January 
Sister Micaela, Sister Marguerite, Sister 
Guadalupe, and Sister Alicia made first 
profession. 

Sister Mary Louise and Sister Mary 
Edward are spending the summer 
Europe. They left Oklahoma May 27, 
and will return August. 

Summer studies will take the following 
Sisters away from the motherhouse: 
Catholic University, Sister Mary Placida, 
Sister Mary Kevin, Sister Mary Louis, 
and Sister Ann Maureen; St. Louis 
University, Sister Virginia and Sister 
Mary Suzanne; Marquette University, 
Sister Mary John; Rosary College, Sis- 
ter Mary Daniel; DePaul, Sister Mary 
Benedicta; and the University Ok- 
lahoma, Sister Berchmans, Sister Marti- 
na, Sister Mary Ruth, Sister Jeanette, 
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and Sister Xavier. 

While Sister Fabian journeys north 
spend the summer with Mother Agnes 
Benet Lake, Wis., Sister Antoinette and 
Sister Petronilla will Mexico. 

Norman for two-week workshop 
early June, Sister Regina and Sister 
Anthony participated the special offer 
members the Oklahoma Music Teach- 
ers Association. Sister Regina com- 
pleting her second year organizing the 
teacher-training program the field 
music for the grade-school teacher. 

The Rev. Gerard Ellspermann, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad’s Archabbey, will conduct 
the two summer retreats and will hold 
classes the teaching religion the 
elementary and secondary schools. 
the absence the regular chaplain, 
Father Gerard will serve the community 
this capacity also. 


Dakota 


Sister Eileen Neville, who received her 
master’s degree English St. Louis 
University February, continuing her 
studies there for the Sister 
Veronica Fasbender received master’s 
degree biology from the University 
South Dakota January, and Sister 
Alma Hartung received her degree 
botany from the same university June. 

Hospitals conducted the Benedic- 
tine Sisters Yankton that benefited 
the grants from the Ford Foundation in- 
cluded Sacred Heart Hospital, Yankton, 
$85,000; St. Mary’s Hospital, Pierre, 
$23,450; St. Benedict’s Hospital, Park- 
ston, $10,500; and St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Tyndall, $10,000. 

the annual meeting the South 
Dakota Academy Science held the 
University South Dakota April 27, 
Sister Alma and Sister Veronica delivered 
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summary papers their master’s theses. 

Sister Clarence received the state scho- 
larship oncological nursing and attend- 
four-week course nursing care 
cancer patients the New York Memori- 
Center April. 

Two golden jubilarians died recently 
Sacred Heart Hospital: Sister Cecilia 
Camenzind died February the 
age ninety, and Sister Mary Anne 
Thurnherr died April the age 
eighty. 

The annual community retreats 
June were conducted the Rev. Mar- 
cian Strange, O.S.B., St. Meinrad’s Arch- 
abbey. Father Marcian also taught 
course Scripture during the summer 
session Mount Marty. 

Following the last community retreat, 
twenty-two postulants were received into 
the novitiate, fifteen novices made trien- 
nial vows, and eleven made perpetual pro- 
fession. Fourteen Sisters celebrated their 
silver jubilee, and four their golden jubi- 
lee. 

the meeting the Upper Midwest 
Hospital Conference Minneapolis, 
May 23-25, Sister Rose Marie was elected 
president. She the first South Dako- 
tan and the first member religious 
order hold this position. She ad- 
ministrator St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Pierre. 

Sisters the Sacred Heart Convent 
will doing graduate work during the 
summer the University South 
Dakota, the University Nebraska, the 
University Michigan, St. Louis Uni- 
versity, Notre Dame University, Creigh- 
ton University, and Northern StateTeach- 
ers College Aberdeen, Dak. 

Sister Mary Jane was elected secretary 
the South Dakota chapter the 
Guild Organists their May 
meeting Sioux Falls. 
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Twelve young Benedictine Sisters made 
final profession January with the 
Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
officiating. They are Sister Mary John 
Thomas, Sister Mary Albert Bertels, 
Sister Mary Raphael Schrick, Sister Mary 
Benedict Jacobs, Sister Columba Honz, 
Sister Bernelda Nanneman, Sister Mech- 
tild McPhee, Sister Mary Prague Dye, 
Sister Frances Watson, Sister Paulette 
Offenburger, Sister Kateri Gonzales, and 
Sister Mary Placid Borengasser. 

Attending the meeting the Associa- 
tion American Colleges St. Louis, 
Mo., January 10-12, were Sister Imogene 
Baker, dean Mount St. Scholastica 
College, and Sister Mary Cyril Busen- 
barrick, director public relations. 

Bids for the two buildings now under 
construction the north campus were 
let January 26. The initial work 
clearing the ground was begun Febru- 
ary Maguolo and Quick St. Louis 
are the architects. The residence hall, 
which will house two hundred college 
students, named Kremmeter Hall 
honor Mother Evangelista Kremme- 
ter, foundress the convent. The activi- 
ties building, which will provide dining 
and recreational facilities, will called 
Riccardi Center honor Blessed Placid 
Riccardi, recently beatified monk the 
Benedictine Order. The buildings should 
ready for occupancy September, 
1957. 

January 26, Abbot Cuthbert gave 
the Benedictine habit eight novices. 
Miss Vera Ann Rottinghaus became Sis- 
ter Benedicta; Miss Patricia Schneider, 
Sister Joseph; Miss Barbara Welsbacher, 
Sister Reparata; Miss Marilyn Carpenter, 


Sister Mary Alva; Miss Adele Wurtz, 

Sister Adelaide; Miss Correne Murphy, 
Sister Mary Justin; Miss Marjorie Tans- 
ley, Sister Constance; and Miss Joan Cun- 
ningham, Sister Mary Donna. 

The community and students united 
observing the nameday Mother Alfred 
Schroll with High Mass the St. Scho- 
lastica Chapel January 12. the 
day previous, the Academy students gave 
program her honor. 

Representing Mount St. Scholastica 
the regional Sister Formation Conference 
held Chicago, January 27-28, were Sis- 
ter Mary Austin Schirmer and Sister 
Jerome Keeler. 

the feast the Purification, Febru- 
ary eight novices the community 
made triennial vows. The Right Rev. 

Cuthbert McDonald, O.S.B., was cele- 

brant the Mass and received the vows. 

Those who were professed were Sister 
Trinitas Miles, Sister Mary Carmel Sun- 
neberg, Sister Mary Susan Kros, Sister 
Mary Gerald Judge, Sister Mary Dolora 

Green, Sister Mary Edmund Caraher, 
Sister Lois Skinner, and Sister Muriel 
Bonine. 

Sisters and students participated 
Eastern rite Mass March the St. 
Scholastica Chapel. The Rev. Frederick 
Wilcock, S.J., the Russian Center, 
Fordham University, was celebrant the 
Mass and had given explanatory talk 
the previous day. 

Celebrating the feast St. Scholastica, 
the Most Rev. Edward Hunkeler, D.D., 
archbishop Kansas City Kansas, 
traditionally offered solemn pontifical 
Mass February the St. Scholas- 
tica Chapel. Archbishop was assist- 
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the Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., 
assistant priest; the Rev. Gabriel Eckart, 
deacon; the Rev. Paul Engel, sub- 
deacon; the Rev. Roger Rumery, O.S.B., 
and the Rev. Bartholomew Dacek, O.S.B., 
deacons honor; the Rev. Donald Red- 
mond, O.S.B., metropolitan crossbearer; 
the Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S.B., and 
Frater Matthias Schmidt, O.S.B., mas- 
ters ceremonies. The Rev. Anselm 
Llewellyn, O.S.B., directed the singing. 

Among the campus improvements 
the new parking lot the convent side, 
which was laid out February. 

Religious vocation was the topic 
talks two members the community 
during the month March. Sister Faith 
Schuster spoke the students Mount 
St. Scholastica College March 14, ap- 
pearing panel with Judge Edmund 
Smith Kansas City, who gave the 
layman’s point view. Sister Joachim 
Holthaus spoke the high-school stu- 
dents Lillis Kansas City, St. Peter 
and Paul’s Seneca, and Mount St. 
Scholastica Academy. 

Sister Mary Cyril Busenbarrick and 
Sister Ethelburg Leuschen attended meet- 
ings the Kansas Association Church- 
Related Colleges and the Kansas Catholic 
College Association the St. Mary Col- 
lege, Xavier, March 14-15. 

Full participation the renewed litur- 
for Holy Week was high point the 
year for the Sisters Mount St. Scho- 
lastica. accordance with the regula- 
tions the archdiocese, the Masses 
Holy Thursday and Holy Saturday were 
seven-thirty the evening, and 
Good Friday three o’clock the after- 

The new order the recitation the 
hours the Divine Office during Holy 
Week gave inspiration for permanent 
changes the daily prayer schedule 
the community. Vespers remains the 
after-dinner prayer noon, but with 
Compline delayed until the night-prayer 
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hour. Matins the following day 
anticipated five o’clock the evening, 
but Lauds reserved for the early-morn- 
ing prayer. Meditation time divid- 
that short period may allowed 
before Prime the morning and similar 
period before Compline the evening. 
the National Catholic Educational 
Association meeting, held St. Louis 
during Easter week, were Sister Mary 
Austin Schirmer, Sister Imogene Baker, 
Sister Jeanne Marie Blacet, and Sister 
Mary Janice Egan Mount St. Scholas- 
tica College, and Sister Jerome Keeler 
Donnelly College. Sisters from several 
the mission schools also attended. 
Sister Romana Farrell and Sister Duns- 
tan Delehant represented the college 
the meeting the Society for Catholic 
College Teachers Sacred Doctrine 


Notre Dame University, April 2-3. 


the North Central Association meet- 
ing and the Midwest Regional meeting 
the National Catholic Education Asso- 
ciation, held the Palmer House 
Chicago, April 9-16, were Sister Imogene 
Baker, Sister Ambrose Conway, Sister 
Winifred Cornwall, and Sister Elizabeth 
Ann Brazzel. 

Fifteen schools participated the an- 
nual Music Day, April 18, with the after- 
noon program and Benediction held 
Mount St. Scholastica. 

May 27, Abbot Cuthbert blessed 
the Fatima group newly erected the 
grounds southeast Marian Hall. The 
community walked procession the 
shrine, following Vespers the Choir 
Chapel, participate the ceremony. 
The shrine and the landscaping are the 
his wife. Mr. and Mrs. Killeen are the 
parents Sister Rene the community. 
Members the family were present for 
the blessing. 

Sister Jerome Keeler, dean Donnelly 
College, one fifteen selected Sister 
educators who are participating the 
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Sister Formation Workshop Curri- 
culum being held Everett, Wash., dur- 
ing the summer months, Sister Jerome 
serves consultant modern and class- 
ical languages the curriculum. 

Sister Helen Sullivan has been invited 
contribute two volume work, 
Christian Tradition the Realm Books, 
project sponsored the graduate de- 
partment library science Immaculate 
Heart College, Los Angeles, 
marily intended guide collection 
building for public and private libraries, 
the work will also provide evaluating 
criteria measure books the light 
the Christian tradition. Seventeen other 
contributors will participate the project. 
Among them are Vernon Bourke and 
James Collins, St. Louis University, 
Francis Connelly, Fordham Universi- 
ty, and Riley Hughes, Georgetown Uni- 
versity. Sister Helen the author 
Natural and Mathematical Sciences. 

Workshops the teaching foreign 
language and speech attracted Sister 
Elizabeth Ann Brazzel, Sister Bede Sul- 
livan, and Sister Pierre Cavanaugh 
Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, 
during the first two weeks June. 

June the community Mount 
St. Scholastica re-elected the Rev. Mother 
Alfred Schroll second term pri- 
oress. Mother Alfred had been first 
elected successor Mother Lucy Dooley 
June The Most Rev. Edward 
Hunkeler, D.D., archbishop Kansas 
City Kansas, presided the election 
which more than five hundred Sisters 
participated. Sister Mary Austin Schir- 
mer assisted secretary, and Sister Syl- 
vester Coffey and Sister Macrina Straub 
were tellers. 

The community assembled chapter 
again June name official dele- 
gate the General Chapter the Con- 
gregation St. Scholastica held 
Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, June 


19-21. Sister Mary Austin Schirmer was 
named delegate and Sister Maurus Wem- 
pe, alternate. Mother Alfred Mother 
President the Congregation. 

Sister Imogene Baker, dean Mount 
St. Scholastica College, participated 
the Workshop for Deans held the 
Catholic University America, June 15- 
24. Besides directing the seminar for 
deans women’s colleges with enroll- 
ments less than three hundred, Sister 
Imogene also gave talk “The Dean 
and Affairs” the regular lec- 
ture series the workshop. 

Sister Elaine Cranford attending St. 
Louis University under special grant 
chemistry from the DuPont Company, 
and Sister Maxine Zeller studying 
astronomy under similar grant the 
State College Wisconsin Eau Claire, 
Wis. 

Summer assignments for the Sisters in- 
clude teaching well study. Sister 
Agnes Claire returned the Catholic 
University America, where she teach- 
ing sociology; Sister Faith Schuster con- 
ducting graduate courses journalism 
and script-writing St. Louis University; 
Sister Hildegarde Marshall teaching 
library science Creighton University; 
Sister Aelred Pottinger teaching biology 
the College St. Benedict; Sister 
Teresa Ann Doyle giving course 
American literature Angel Women’s 
College; and Sister Pierre Cavanaugh 
completing the course English compo- 
sition begun last summer St. Scholasti- 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

Graduate students summer sessions 
include the following: Sister Alice Ann 
Kieffe, Sister Mary Noel Walter, Sister 
Paula Howard, and Sister Mary William 
Harrington, the Catholic University 
America; Sister Eileen McQuaid, Sister 
Emerich Klebl, Sister Mary Damian 
Boeding, Sister Maristelle Schmitz, Sister 
Patricia Ann Donegan, Sister Mary Joyce 
Meyer, Sister Pulcheria Lager, Sister 
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Bernita McAtee, Sister Sylvester Coffey, 
Sister Mauricita Schieber, Sister Mary 
Jane Van Dyke, Sister Mary Donald 
McPhee, Creighton University; Sister 
Loretta Schirmer, Sister Margaret Mary 
Wirtz, and Sister DeMontfort Knightley, 
Kansas State College, Manhattan; 
Sister Celeste Hemmen and Sister Helen 
Sullivan, Kansas State Teachers Col- 
lege, Pittsburg; Sister Theophane Rein- 
ecke and Sister Finian Moran, the Uni- 
versity Notre Dame; Sister Winifred 
Cornwall, Sister Gervase Judge, and Sis- 
ter Jeanne Marie Blacet, St. Louis 
University; Sister Alice Marie Hayes 
Mount Angel Women’s College, Mount 
Angel, Ore.; and Sister Mary Felix 
Schaefer the College St. Benedict, 
St. Joseph, Minn. 

Student Sisters from other communi- 
ties the summer session Mount St. 
Scholastica College represent the Bene- 
dictines St. Joseph, Minn., Fort Smith 
and Jonesboro, Ark., Cullman, Ala., San 
Antonio, Fla., Ramsay, La.; Dominican 
Sisters from Great Bend, Kans.; Francis- 
can Sisters from Nevada and Chillicothe, 
Mo.; Missionary Sisters Our Lady 
Mercy from Kansas City, Mo.; Daughters 
the Cross from Shreveport, La.; Sisters 
Mercy from the Omaha and St. Louis 
provinces. 

group seven Sisters eligible for the 
Consecration Virgins were admitted 
this privilege June 10, with Abbot 
Cuthbert celebrating the solemn pon- 
tifical Mass and presiding the cere- 
monies. The group included Sister Ger- 
trude Marie Sheldon, Sister Mary Hugh 
Peterson, Sister Mary Janice Egan, Sister 
Terrance Minton, Sister Paula Howard, 
Sister Mary Joachim Holthaus, and Sis- 
ter Mary Urban Hansen. 

The June retreat for the 
was conducted the Rev. Odo Zimmer- 
man, O.S.B., St. John’s Abbey, June 
6-12. 

the meeting the General Chapter 
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the Congregation St. Scholastica, 
held Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, 
Illinois, June 19-21, the Reverend Mother 
Alfred Schroll was re-elected Mother Pres- 
ident the Congregation. Sister Mary 
Austin Schirmer will serve the Congrega- 
tion the capacity secretary. 

The Chapter voted receive into the 
Congregation, St. Lucy’s Priory, Glen- 
dora, California, and St. Scholastica’s 
Convent, San Antonio, Texas. With the 
approval the Holy See, St. Lucy’s 
Priory will become independent priory, 
the second daughterhouse Mount St. 
Scholastica. St. Scholastica’s Convent 
San Antonio already has the status 
independent priory. 

“The Apostolate the Catechism” 
was the theme the annual community 
Catechetical Day, held Mount St. 
Scholastica College, June 29-30. Since 
this year the centenary the establish- 
ment the feast the Sacred Heart, the 
program centered around that mystery. 
Book reviews, panel discussions, audio- 
visual demonstrations formed part the 
two-day program. 

Special guest speakers were the Rev. 
Rodney Crewse, assistant director the 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine 
the diocese Kansas City, Missouri, and 
the Rev. Donald Schwalm, assistant direc- 
tor the same organization the arch- 
diocese Kansas City Kansas. 

Statistics concerning the teaching 
vacation schools the Sisters Mount 
St. Scholastica are interest. Summer 
vacation schools, conducted forty-nine 
parishes, had total enrollment 3,369 
children. One hundred and eight Sisters 
and eight lay persons participated the 
instruction. Catechetical class for child- 
ren who not attend the parish school 
were conducted forty schools, wherein 
total 1,550 children received instruc- 
tion. Sisters and ten lay 
persons participated the instruction. 

Sister Ethelburg Leuschen local com- 
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munity director the Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine. She has recently 
been appointed chairman one the 
Teaching Sisters and Brothers Commit- 
tee Work Groups which will meet 
Buffalo, New York, for the tenth National 
Congress the Confraternity Christian 
Doctrine, September 26-30. 

Mount St. Scholastica College was one 
the 630 four-year, regionally-accredited, 


privately supported colleges the United 
States which received grant from the 
Ford Foundation under the Foundation’s 
endowment program help raise faculty 
salaries, June The gift amounted 
$90,000 and represents half ap- 
proximately half the total grant 
received. expected that final pay- 
ments will distributed July 1957. 


OBITUARIES 


Sister Mary Opportuna Weissenberger, 
died the convent January 
29, the age sixty-five. The daugh- 
ter the late Sebastian and Kathrine 
Schoeller Weissenberger, Sister Opportu- 
was born March 25, 1890, Hunds- 
bach, Germany, and was baptized Jose- 
phine. Shortly after she came the 
United States with her parents, she enter- 
the novitiate Mount St. Scholastica, 
September 1905. She was professed 
February 10, 1907. Before ill health 
forced her retire 1953, Sister Oppor- 
tuna was teacher the parish schools 
Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, and Iowa. 
She survived brother, the Rev. 
Sebastian Weissenberger, O.S.B., St. Be- 
nedict’s Abbey, and sister, Sister Oc- 
tavia Weissenberger, the convent, both 
whom were present for her funeral 
January 31. 


Sister Mary Peter Moeder, O.S.B., died 
while duty sacristan the St. 
Scholastica Chapel, June the close 
election, the entire community waited 
the chapel for the customary Benedic- 
tion and Deum, only learn that Sis- 
ter Mary Peter had died quietly the 
sacristy where she had worked devotedly 
for almost all the years her religious 
life. Mary Magdalen Moeder was born 
May 18, 1904, Odin, Kans. She en- 
tered the novitiate Mount St. Scho- 
lastica June 24, 1934, and was clothed 
the habit December that year. 
January 1936 and 1939 were the dates 
her triennial and perpetual vows, and 
October 24, 1954, she was consecrated. 
Sister Sidonia Moeder the community 
Mount St. Scholastica sister 
the deceased. The funeral was held 
June 
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Book Reviews 


Liturgies the Religious Orders. Arch- 
dale King. Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing 
Co., 1955. Pp. xii, 431. $6.00. 


The English liturgy scholar, Mr. Arch- 
dale King, author the Rites 
Eastern Christendom here presents the 
first cime several volumes dedicated 
study the rites Western Christen- 
dom. Finding the wealth material 
hand too great handled one com- 
panion volume his work the Eastern 
rites, the author decided treat the 
Roman rite, the rites the Religious 
Orders, and the liturgies the Primatial 
Sees separate volumes. The present 
book treats great detail the liturgy 
those Orders who least certain 
degree kept their original rites intact: 
Carthusians, Cistercians, Premonstra- 
tensians, Carmelites, and Dominicans. 

The author prefaces each chapter with 
short history each Order and 
account the architecture the churches 
built for its particular liturgical require- 
ments. Before giving detailed account 
the history and development the 
present rite, also gives consideration 
such interesting topics the calendar, 
the music, the ornaments the church, 
and the vestmencs proper each the 
five Orders. Separate appendices deal 
with the Missa Sicca, the Lenten Veil, the 
use the flabellum liturgical fan, and 
the Gilbertine rite. 

When dealing with disputed questions 
the author makes efforts harmonize 
conflicting views. Among his own con- 
clusions his opinion that the 
Regina was customary among the Cister- 
cians for more than century before the 
usually established date 1483. al- 
maintains the authencicity the 
privileges granted Cistercian abbots 
not episcopal orders ordain the 
subdiaconate and diaconate, and one 
instance even that ordaining the 
sacred orders, granted Pope Martin 
the abbot Altzelle for period 
five years. this case the abbot was 


Page Sixty-six 


authorized ordain only his own 
religious, but also those the clergy who 
served parishes appropriated 
monastery” (p. 76). Moral theologians 
and canonists will probably dislike the 
author’s conclusion that indisput- 
able that the privilege [of abbatial ordina- 
tion the diaconate] was granted the 
Pope, and that Cistercian abbots availed 
themselves the concession without rais- 
ing the slightest protest” (p. 77). 

Practically every page loaded with 
interesting liturgical informacion. There 
are the reference the singing the 
Flectamus genua and the Levate the 
deacon alone the Dominican rite, now 
introduced also the recently changed 
Holy Week rite; explanation for the 
rubric directing the subdeacon hold 
the paten elevated during the Canon; 
information the development the 
custom genuflect the Consecration 
and elevate the Host and the Chalice, 
also the use reed for the recep- 
tion the Precious Blood the part 
the communicants, mention few 
chosen random from among the vast 
variety offered. turning point 
the history the liturgy, when for the 
first time since the liturgical reform 
Pius major changes are being made 
the Roman rite, the chapters the 
struggle between the partisans the tra- 
ditional Premonstratensian rite and those 
who preferred the Roman books the 
Pian reform, and the efforts pre- 
serve the original ideal simplicity 
the Cistercian rite are special interest. 
the words the author, “Evolution 
and development ... not necessarily 
imply decadence. The liturgy, like the 
Faith itself, cannot remain static” (p. 
74). The pictures unfortunately seem 
chosen rather random and are not 
really illustrative the text. 

Liturgies the Religious Orders does 
not lend itself for easy reading but must 
studied carefully rewarding 
precisely because the wealth litur- 
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gical details contained it. seems 
that much incidental information and the 
original Latin texts the rubrics could 
have been relegated footnotes make 
the text itself more fluent. The author 
seems have had professionals the 
field liturgy mind when writing his 
book rather than wider reading public, 
since frequently quotes the rubrics 
Latin without giving translation pre- 
fers the use unfamiliar Latin terms 
their English equivalents, evidently pre- 
supposing great familiarity with the law 
and history the liturgy and Church 
history general. 

This volume the liturgies the 
religious Orders important source 
book for future liturgical studies and re- 
forms. Its readers will rewarded not 
only with deeper understanding and 
insight into the development and progress 
the liturgy but probably also with 
greater appreciation and love for the 
simplicity and dignity the Roman rite, 
even when they will deplore the disap- 
pearance ancient liturgies and liturgical 
particularities within the Latin rite. 


Rev. Augustine Cornides, O.S.B 


Singing the Liturgy: Practical Means 
Christian Living. Sister Marietta, 
Milwaukee: The Bruce Publishing 
Co., 1956. Pp. xv, 315. $4.50. 


Catholics who are familiar with the 
papal encyclicals the participation 
the liturgy, the nature the Mystical 
Body Christ, and the worship God 
are fully aware the importance and 
necessity understanding the liturgical 
music the Church. While many Cath- 
olics strive realize the ideals worship 
strongly urged the popes, they 
frequently express the desire for prac- 
tical means assist them participat- 
ing more wisely the liturgy. meet 
this need Sister Marietta, has 
written Singing the Liturgy: Practical 
Means Christian Living. primary 
purpose help the layman understand 
the liturgy that the Gregorian chant 
may restored popular use. 

This comprehensive but concise text 
the fruit eighteen years prayerful 
research, teaching, testing, and planning. 
The book designed text for stu- 
dents the chant use according 


four-year plan. However, any adult 
Catholic will find very helpful enter- 
ing more completely into the prayer 
the Church. will gain 
understanding sanctifying grace, the 
Mystical Body Christ, the redemptive 
purpose the liturgy, and the necessity 
active participation the liturgy 
the source the true Christian spirit. 
Thus enlightened, the faithful will 
inspired renew the world the fire 
Divine Love. 

Sister Marietta presents her material 
clear, cogent vocabulary with adequate 
explanations technical terms referring 
the chant: the staff, the notes, the 
rhythm, the modes, etc. She explains 
the theory the chant simply that 
non-musicians can easily comprehend the 
music the Church has always considered 
the highest model Church music, 
because embodies completely the 
qualities sacred music: holiness, beauty, 
and universality; and also enhances the 
sacred texts the liturgy. 

Not only has the author given prac- 
tical explanation chant theory, but 
she has also considered the pronunciation 
and meaning Church Latin. 
special help the layman understand- 
ing Latin, Sister Marietta has included 
interlinear translations such parts 
Catholic worship the the Credo, 
the Pater Noster, prayers communion, 
the Asperges Me, the Vide Aquam, re- 
sponses for the High Mass, the bishop’s 
blessing, the chants for the dead, the 
sequences for Easter and Pentecost, 
antiphons Our Lady, and many hymns 
the Church. 

The chapters History the 
Sung Liturgy,” “Outlines the Liturgy 
the (High) Mass,” and are 
well developed and authoritative. 
Chapter Suggested Comparative 
Study,” the author presents ideas for 
tracing the relationship feasts their 
proper texts and accompanying plain- 
song melodies. 

Singing the Liturgy 
general introduction Catholic Church 
music for the beginner, and also pro- 
vides thorough review for those who 
may wish refresh their knowledge 
sacred music. The bibliography authors 
and editions cited, well further 
bibliography, will prove very helpful for 
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any student who desires study the 
chant its best sources. 

There much practical material 
the text that surprising find 
consideration the proper use the 
human voice, the God-given instrument 
Catholics must use participating the 
liturgy. Since liturgical music essen- 
tially vocal, chapter, least sec- 
tion, the voice would have been wel- 
come addition this text. 

With the possible exception mentioned 
above, the author has provided sound, 
basic text achieve her general aims 
she states them: 

Steady growth the knowledge the 
liturgy the Church and the apprecia- 
tion what the liturgy means God, 
the Mystica! Body, and individually 
members that Body. 

Steady growth the understanding the 
theory the chant the neums, the 
counting, the rhythm. 

Steady development facility reading 
the music the chant the modes and 
their characteristic melodies. 

Steady development correct pronuncia- 

tion Latin vowels and consonants. 
Steady growth the understanding the 
the Mass and the Latin hyms. 
knowledge and appreciation 
what the liturgy means make indi- 
vidually apostles active participation 
it. 


Sister Gertrude Marie Sheldon, 


Giving God: Year’s Prayers for Young 
People. Dom Hubert Van Zeller. Spring- 
field, Ill.: Templegate, 1955. Pp. 69. $.75. 
Spiritual attraction radiates from the 

pages Dom Hubert Van Zeller’s small 

book, Giving God, which covers briefly 
the church year from Advent through 

Pentecost. Included are reflections 

our Blessed Mother, Saints Peter and 

Paul, and shorter reflections some 

the sacraments and commandments. 
While specifically intended for use 

visiting the Blessed Sacrament, these 
meditations will attract readers other 
times. Dom Van Zeller’s practical ad- 
vice for prayer includes these pointers: 

(1) Presence God what matters; 

(2) these prayers are meant “only 

(3) one should not ima- 

gine has enjoy praying. Further- 

more pray, then, not only get 
things out God but much more 
that God may get things out us. Not 
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that God should our will, but that 
should His. prayer that makes 
generous with Him. And the reason 
for this that prayer, are faithful 
it, makes see things does, 
suffer things wants them suffered. 
And when have got that stage there 
nothing worry about” (Preface, 
x). 

The book fresh and stimulating and 
will appeal young adults and others. 


Rev. Fohn Gruber, O.S.B. 


The Living Bread. Thomas Merton. New 
York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1956. 
Pp. xxxi, 157. $3.00. 

Readers have learned find satisfac- 
tion the works Thomas Merton 
each his books made available 
them. his Seven Storey Moun- 
tain, thousands people have followed 
him his ever deepening search for God. 
Now his most recent publication, The 
Living Bread, Father Louis has written 
meditation great value the most 
penetrating mystery our holy faith. 

Written the request the leaders 
movement called Quotidi- 
ana Perpetua Sanctissimi Eucharistiae 
Sacramenti inter Sacerdotes Cleri Saecu- 
laris,” The Living Bread according 
Merton’s own words, defense 
doctrine, but meditation sacred 
mystery” (p. xxxi). then perhaps 
true say that this book the most 
objective the works which have come 
from the author’s pen since his entrance 
into the Abbey Our Lady Geth- 
semani. 

The Living Bread divided into five 
major divisions. the End” leads 
the reader into the mystery Christ’s 
love for us; Memory Me” 
concentrates upon the Holy Sacrifice 
the Mass and its relation this central 
mystery faith; “Behold with 
abiding presence the tabernacle; 
the Way” and Sacrum Convivium” 
conclude the book with some its most 
beautiful passages the tremendous 
mystery the Holy Eucharist and the 
Church, the power Communion the 
bond Christian charity, and realiza- 
tion the truth the for 
which wait. Particularly meaning- 
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ful for Catholics today the emphasis 

Merton places the “apostolate the 

which terms 
far-seeing and energetic action, based 
prayer and interior union with God, which 
able transcend the limitations class, and 
nation, and culture and continue build 
new world upon the ruins what always 
falling into decay (p. 155). 


This book one not read hastily 
distractedly. The Living Bread requires 
its reader quiet, thoughtfulness, medi- 
tation. book filled with hope be- 
cause centers upon the great mystery 
the Holy Eucharist, the sacrament 
love and joy. Because full the 
hope the Christian soul contempla- 
tion God’s greatest gift man, The 
Living Bread will fulfill need man’s 
spiritual reading for many years come. 


Sister Scholastica Schuster, 


Religio Religiosi: The Object and Scope the 
Religious Life. Aidan Gasquet, 
St. Meinrad, Ind.: Grail Publications, 
1955. Pp. vii, 120. $2.50. 

The Grail Press St. Meinrad’s Arch- 
abbey deserves our gratitude for the 
distinct service rendered the Church 
and the Order reprinting Amer- 
ican edition the old favorite, 
Religiosi, Cardinal Gasquet. Original- 
published England 1923, has 
served generation readers who will 
welcome its return the very attractive 
and available present form. 

kind apologia for the life the 
Benedictine monk, Religiosi yet 
not autobiographical. This book one 
those rare treatments the religious 
vocation that persuade through not in- 
tending persuasion. is, the author 
himself relates foreword the read- 
er, answer challenge justify 
the “reasonableness and utility that 
form life.” was actually written 
without thought publication 1916, 
some seven years before its first printing. 

This little book once simple and 
profound its examinations the pur- 
pose existence, the search for ful- 
fillment, the rich rewards monastic 
life, and the hazards this high voca- 
tion. Itis the fruit long life which 
the author has had occasion know 


whereof writes, and bears the mark 
this authenticity throughout. 

there one theme that runs through 
this small treatise the monastic life 
the insistence the personal nature 
the religious calling and the monk’s 
response it. Chapters Self,” 
“The Soul,” and “The Choice” establish 
the importance personal cooperation 
the call serve God, and the author 
bears this out the realistic end facing 
the problem failure such chapters 
ness and Tepidity.” 

His antidote this “occupational 
the regular life may found 
the very excellent chapters 
lowing Christ” and Blessed Sacra- 
ment,” stressing again the value per- 
sonal devotion. Speaking Holy Com- 
munion, says, “Our first work 
done for God must our own souls. 
our Communions are more than 
ceremonies shall find all the help and 
strength need them.” 

Cardinal Gasquet’s thoughts 
Object and Scope the Religious 
have meaning for those who can fully 
realize their truth, well for those 
who are only now responding the call. 
Having “worn out the old copy,” the re- 
viewer hopes the same with the new 
reprint Religio Religiosi. 

Sister Imogene Baker, 


The Help His Grace: the Story Bene- 
dictine Sister. Sister Jean Marie, 
St. Meinrad, Ind.: Grail Publications, 
Pp. vi, 108. $.50. 


the preface her book, The Help 
His Grace, Sister Jean Marie, pre- 
sents few words the whole theme and 
aim this latest piece Benedictine 
vocation literature: 

His love for revealed the Cross 

—and our love for Him proved and purified 

the crosses accept for His sake. 

challenge the girl today respond 
with courage that Love which implores 
her 

The Help His Grace tells honestly 
and unapologetically the price one pays 
for total Benedictine dedication Christ. 
All twelve chapters seem rise direct 
protest against the stream current 
brochures and pamphlets that picture 
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“gay novices strolling along flowered 
paths, and sisters playing tennis” (p. vi). 
Yet, Sister Jean Marie has effectively 
captured the priceless moments re- 
ligious way that would lead the 
modern teen-age girl accept the chal- 
lenge embodied Benedictine ideals. 

The summary which aptly entitled 
“Invitatory” points out the path St. 
Benedict the way which for centuries 
has led souls Christ. Here appears 
the first prominent emphasis the 
liturgy, which rather disappointingly 
absent the rest the book. 

vocation literature, the book would 
undoubtedly more immediately ap- 
pealing young readers the format 
were assisted interesting and inspira- 
tional photography. The style writing 
the second person throughout seems 
slightly monotonous times. 

spite these minor criticisms, The 
Help His Grace may well the answer 
the Benedictine’s search for good 
material place the hands the 
young that they too may experience 
the peace that comes from being 
dicated kingdom not this world.” 


Sister Foachim Holthaus, 


Elizabeth Dijon. Hans Urs von Baltha- 
sar. New York: Pantheon Books, 1956. Pp. 
126. $2.75. 

The recent translation another book 
treating the spiritual doctrine Sister 
Elizabeth the Trinity indication 
the slow but steadily growing influence 
the saintly Carmelite Dijon. 
Father von Balthasar remarks his in- 
troduction, Carmelite Order seems 
have been specially entrusted, recent 
years, with the function proclaiming 
the Church and the world certain 
truths strongly opposed the spirit 
the Ina world increasing 
complexity and emphasis upon external 
action, read any account Elizabeth 
the Trinity constitutes the good for- 
tune discovering life almost stark 
simplicity its complete identification 
with few the basic Christian myste- 
ries. 

Hans Urs von Balthasar (with whom 
some readers will familiar means 
his Lisieux; The Story 
Mission) proposes for himself detached, 
objective approach presenting the 
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teaching Elizabeth found her 
writings, deliberately foregoing in- 
terest anecdote and the warmth 
Elizabeth Dijon, wise biography 
psychological study, concise and 
penetrating synthesis her spiritual doc- 
trine. The work well defined its 
subtitle, “An Interpretation Her Spirit- 
ual Mission.” may never popular 
book, partly because its nature and 
partly because Elizabeth Dijon, con- 
trast the expansive and warm-hearted 
personality Thérése Lisieux, possess- 
nature less vivid and appealing. 
the author well says: 


The world Elizabeth, however, narrow 
one, though sublime. Her nature less warm 
and colorful, and makes slighter impression 
the reader, but this has the advantage 
focusing attention the ideas expressed with 
such utter conviction (pp. 12-13). 


Father von Balthasar has reduced Eliza- 
beth’s spiritual structure its essential 
foundation, four five basic ideas. 
Readers her Reminiscences and Father 
Philipon’s study may forced look 
and think twice discovering that here 
the setting for her whole doctrine found 
the mystery predestination not 
predestination the somber, individualis- 
tic sense the Reformation, but accord- 
ing the Pauline Scriptures and always 
with social reference. The words 
St. Paul, approached with perfect sim- 
plicity, straight her heart, bring- 
ing sense peace and joy” (p. 23): 

chose him (that is, Christ) before 

the foundation the world, that should 

holy and unspotted his sight charity. 

has predestined the adoption 

children through Jesus Christ unto 

according the purpose his will, the 

praise the glory his grace (Eph. 4-6). 
The assurance salvation addressed 
the Church whole and Elizabeth 
sees herself member She had 
likewise the mission stretching out her 
hand those who follow reluctant- 
ly, telling how much easier love 
than fear. this point that 
Elizabeth’s teaching meets that her 
contemporary, Thérése Lisieux, with 
whose life and writings she was familiar. 
She does not slavishly imitate the doctrine 
her fellow Carmelite but assimilates 
its lines her own spiritual genius. 

the chapter “Infinity” the Swiss 
theologian describes the nature Eliza- 
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beth’s meeting with God. the 
finity Carmel” she silently absorbed 
the vision the Infinite. here 
best perceive the stalwart quality 
her faith. She viewed the life the soul 
steady movement the depths 
the divine entering the infinity 
(pp. 60-61). The soul that has 
done this finds all other souls God. 
Thus Elizabeth shows how the old formu- 
contemplatione can live again 
and provide answer the activist 
trend the Church. 

Another section treats 
the attitude our nature communion 
before the Trinity dwelling within the 
soul. Elizabeth points out that the first 
act adoration that the Incarnate 
Son before the Father. Communion with 
the Son gives the soul power become 
likewise “praise the Father, 
for who dwells the soul Saviour 
and Redeemer teaches His own adora- 
tion” 94). this concept, 
gloriae, which Elizabeth took for her 
special name and vocation. 

The last concept treated that 
“Service.” Herein are shown Eliza- 
beth’s belief that the offices Mary and 
Martha are not mutually exclusive— 
love which serves God always serves the 
work God; the service souls. 
The concept co-redemption follows: 
who temple God must take 
active part the Passion Christ, and 
(returning the plan predestination) 
who redeemed must redeem others. 

Those who are familiar with 
Philipon’s The Spiritual Doctrine Sister 
Elizabeth the Trinity will not fail 
notice the differences treatment, al- 
though both works constitute departures 
from the traditional hagiography. Father 
von Balthasar believes, with Father 
Philipon, that theology and sanctity have 
too long been divorced and that the for- 
mer will profit from the rapport this type 
hagiographic study will establish. 

Sister Audrey Aaron, O.S.B. 


Dogmatic and Scriptural Foundation for 
Catechists: Notes Baltimore Catechism 
No. Rev. Francis Connell, C.SS.R., 
LL.D. Paterson, N.J.: Confraternity 
Publications, 1955. Pp. 61. $.50. 


The busy teacher Sacred Doctrine 
and the eager teacher catechism the 


grades will find this small book clear 
and brief supplementary material the 
questions and answers given the Balti- 
more Catechism No. The notes par- 
the three divisions the catechism: 
the “Creed,” and 

Under the purpose 
creation given twofold God’s 
glory and man’s happiness. the old 
Baltimore catechism, only the second 
purpose was given. Father Connell clar- 
ifies some points which teacher might 
not qualify; for example, states that 
disputed whether not the Apostles’ 
Creed was composed the apostles, and 
that inspiration not necessarily limited 
revelation, but may 
naturally-known facts. Instances other 
useful teachings are that the human 
mind, even heaven, will never really 
comprehend the mystery the unity and 
trinity God, and that the word “pure” 
applied the angels does not signify 
moral purity but rather “without any 
admixture Reference made 
the preternatural and supernatural 
gifts man, the Immaculate Conception 
and the Assumption Mary, together 
with the possibility that she might have 
been exempted from the penalty death. 
Information parallels the questions 
the Incarnation, Redemption, Resurrec- 
tion, the Church, and other articles 
the Creed. reader reminded that 
freedom will not freedom sin, 
and that Catholics who wish 
may accept some theories organic 
evolution. 

“The Commandments,” with the ex- 
ception the third, are approached 
expressions the natural law. Father 
Connell’s attitude should 
teacher arouse interest the minds 
Protestants Jews who might mem- 
bers the class auditors. All are 
called observe the natural 
tical situations are cited indicate how 
commandments may broken merely 
culpable delay, that certain circum- 
stances might make the breaking 
commandment excusable. 

The third part this small “helper” 
devoted Sacraments and Pray- 
Inquiries are often made about the 
time and place the institution the 
sacraments, the power the sacrament 
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the way, the administration Extreme 
Unction after death, and the role the 
Church safeguarding the validity 
marriage. These uncertainties are well 
clarified this gold mine objective 
information for the teacher. 


Sister Romana Farrell, 


The Life Little Saint Mother 
Genevieve Gallois, Translated the 
monks Mount Saviour Monastery. Fore- 
word Marcelle New York: Pan- 
theon Books, 1956. Pp. 122. $1.75. 


The request fellow religious for 
picture Saint Placid resulted the one 


hundred and four drawings The Life 


Little Saint Placid, book which 
fies the fact that art expresses truth. 
Great truths, known and felt the artist, 
grew into book filled with penetrating 
love and depth devotion. 

work art grew out the place 
and the artist’s personality. The place 
Little Saint Placid the monastery; the 
tremendous lines nervous, exciting, 
turbulent but always virile express the 
mind and personality the artist. The 
drawings convey aliveness and sin- 
cerity without prettiness, fussiness, 
any irrelevant detail. The simplicity 
line, profound its depth, has portrayed 
the reality life and has caught spirit- 
ual heights. These illustrations mingle 
the fun childhood with the wisdom 
age, and they possess certain timeless 
quality achieved combining the past 
and the present much did Fra Angelico. 

The text accompanying each drawing 
refreshingly different and percep- 
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tive truth are the drawings. Typical 
Mother Genevieve’s comment the 
virtue love. The Lord questions, 
Placid, have you heart?” “Yes, 
the sap Divine “Then come, 
Son,... outside this Love 
DEATH.” describing humility her 
cryptically lucid comment simply this: 
“Little Placid shrinks the tininess 
minnow.” 

Although richly humorous, the book 
treats with profound respect the more 
sacred things religion, such the 
Eucharistic Banquet and the Divine 

Mother Genevieve has spent nearly 
forty years behind cloistered walls 
Benedictine convent Meudon, outside 
Paris. Her art studies began Paris 
prior her entrance into religion. 
1917 she continued art the monastic 
life helping make and sell those 
things needed divine worship. 

Through Dr. Paul Alexandre, art 
collector, Mother Genevieve’s works were 
bought and came the notice the 
public. Critics have compared her work 
favorably with that some the old 
masters. This reviewer inclined be- 
lieve that her drawings have more the 
flavor Goya than the others. 

The strength soul that vibrates 
throughout the illustrations Little 
Saint Placid makes them refreshing and 
inspiring all, but particularly those 
who wish swept into God’s Divine 
embrace forever that “‘we the many 
may one Christ.” 


Sister Egberta Buening, 
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